
 

 Friends of Ayton Castle  

Meeting Minutes 8th October2018  

Present  

Catherine Cussons (Farmer), Paul Buck (Scarborough Borough Council), Peter Durkin (local resi-

dent), John Edwards (local resident), Jean Glover (Civic Society, local resident), Joy Woolley 

standing in for Neil Hardisty (East Ayton Parish Council), Adrian Perry (Civic Society), Peter 

Holtby (local resident), John Edwards (local resident), Tony & Lynne Burnett (local residents).  

Apologies  

David Jeffels (NYCC), Chris Hall (Scarborough Archaeological & Historical Society), Stephen Gar-

butt (West Ayton Parish Council).  

Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting on 23rd July 2018 were approved.  

Discussions  

Funding: WREN it was reported at our previous July meeting that we need to make a full online 

application for additional funding. Peter Durkin to check with Stephen Chittock to see if this 

has been progressed and report back. Parish Council Funding – it was suggested that we should 

make applications to East & West Ayton Parish Councils for grants to pay for additional leaflets 

and help with the cost of extending the security grid at the bottom of the stairs. Applications 

need to be submitted before 31st October. Peter Durkin agreed to progress this.  

Interpretation panel: We are progressing with locating the spare interpretation panel at the 

bottom of the slope beyond the bottom gate of Castle Field. Adrian Perry has obtained a quo-

tation from Tim Furness to supply an A2 oak lectern with free issue print for around £285-00. 

This includes courier costs (about £70) for us sending them the panel and them returning the 

completed panel to us - they would prefer to fit it to the frame, but that is our decision. A lec-

tern made of Douglas Fir would save about £30, but Oak would last longer and would look bet-

ter in the rural setting. SBC will need to purchase the lectern & panel officially own these to en-

able them to reclaim the VAT. Once installed on site which SBC can do free of charge, we could 

provide a photo to NYCC to support any grant. We discussed the ‘You are here’ tag which will 

need moving to the right spot and it was suggested that we stick a label over the existing tag 

and then but a new tag in the right place!  

Heritage Open Day: Chris Hall had sent a report to the meeting. He advised that they had a 

‘fairly successful day’ despite the weather turning wet. The mini digs were a hit with the kids. 

They had at least 89 visitors (51 adult 38 children) but some did not register which means the 

actual figure in reality will be higher. Chris received £35 in donations, some of which has been 

given to Ayton Library, but he wants to know what to do with the balance of the money. It was 

agreed that the balance should be paid into our bank account to assist with ongoing/planned 

projects. Thanks to Chris and his fellow archaeologist Marie Woods and all the team who 

turned up on the day and for the clean up the night before.  

Security: Peter Durkin reported that he had come across a group of young boys within the Cas-

tle who had made a small fire. He had impressed upon them the error of their ways and during 

that discussion they had revealed that they were squeezing under the gate at the bottom of 

the stairs to get in. Following discussion, it was agreed that we should investigate the cost of 

extending the gate at the bottom to make it impossible to squeeze under. Paul Buck to report 

back with costings. It was  



also reported that the padlock on the gate at the bottom of the stairs had been removed 

and the gate left open. Paul Buck provided a replacement lock which has subsequently 

been fitted.  

History Booklet Leaflets: our supplies held at the Library are getting short and it was 

agreed that we should get a price for re-printing another 1000/2000 leaflets. Adrian 

Perry to report back.  

Scanning the structure: Adrian Perry advised that this has not happened yet but is still 

ongoing.  

Aerial photography of Ayton Castle – Chris Hall advised on 5th October that Yorkshire 

Archaeological Aerial Mapping who use a drone to produce 3D imagery of archaeological 

sites will be doing some flying over the Castle Field on 7th October, the day before our 

meeting. They were doing aerial photography over Brompton Castle that same day, 

which Scarborough Archaeological Society are currently excavating, and Chris asked 

them to do some flying over our Castle Field as this will provide an interesting compari-

son of the sites and hopefully provide some useful information about Ayton Castle Field. 

This group are fully licensed professionals and do work for groups such as ours on a vol-

untary basis. Peter Durkin turned up to watch the drone do its work and was impressed 

with the results which he understands will be made available to us in due course.  

Any other business: there was no other business.  

Next Meeting: Midday on Monday 14th January 2019 in St John the Baptist Church 

unless otherwise advised.  

Circulation: Stephen Garbutt, Paul Buck, Cath Cussons, Peter Durkin, Adrian Perry, Chris 

Perry, David Raine, G. Lee, David Jeffels, Clair Shields, Mike Baines, Mike Lawson, Jean 

Glover, Marion Raine, Ken Oakden, Heather Phillips, Richard Mead, Chris Hall, Jennifer 

Harley, Joy Woolley, Lynne Burnett, Neil Hardisty, John Edwards, Carl Duck, Rachael 

Vaughan, Peter Holtby. 







 

 Friends of Ayton Castle  
Meeting Minutes  

1200hrs on 23rd April 2018  
Present  

Catherine Cussons (Farmer), Stephen Chittock, Peter Durkin (local resident), John Edwards 

(local resident), Stephen Garbutt (West Ayton Parish Council), Jean Glover (Civic Society, local 

resident), Adrian Perry (Civic Society), Chris Perry (Civic Society).  

Apologies  

David Jeffels (NYCC), Chris Hall (Scarborough Archaeological & Historical Society), Paul Buck 

(Scarborough Borough Council).  

Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting on 11th January 2018 were approved.  

Discussions  

Interpretation panel: This was erected during January, in advance of the extended deadline. 

Stephen Garbutt advised the meeting that Mrs M. Gray had commented that she felt the back-

ing stone was too large, but this was the only adverse comment which had been received.  

Heritage Open Day: In his absence, Chris Hall had provided information on the latest plans for 

the 2018 event and a draft document which would be sent to the HOD organisation. Scarbor-

ough Archaeological & Historical Society now propose hosting an event at the castle on Satur-

day 8th September in conjunction with FOAC. In addition to taking small groups inside for a 

short tour, there will be a display of artefacts associated with the Castle together with some 

other display material and publications. There will also be archaeological mini digs for children. 

In addition to the pre-booked internal tours, there will also be two tours of the wider setting of 

the castle which will be booked on the day.  

Chris also advised that the archaeological trenches have been filled in but more work is needed 

on the trench in the southern room as it is not quite flush with the old floor surface; he plans to 

go back and tackle this. He also expressed his concern that intruders into the tower are digging 

holes in the backfill; he recently rectified some of this and removed about ten beer bottles 

which had been ‘planted’ in the floor.  

Subject to various necessary consents, Chris is considering the possibility of carrying out more 

archaeological work in the castle grounds; initially this would be a non-invasive geophysical in-

vestigation as Scarborough Archaeological & Historical Society now has its own resistivity me-

ter and access to a magnetometer. He proposes discussing his thoughts with Keith Emerick of 

Historic England.  

At the last meeting John Edwards had asked if it might be possible to provide a tour of the cas-

tle for members of the 41 Club during the weekend periods covered by the Heritage Open Day 

arrangements. At that time the preferred date  was not known. Adrian Perry reminded the 

meeting that membership of  the British Association for Local History (at a reasonable member-

ship cost) did include public liability insurance cover, but unfortunately we had not taken steps 

to check its suitability since the last meeting. Adrian will pass the necessary information to 

Stephen Chittock who will investigate the cover provided. If this tour is to be available then the 

arrangements will need to be finalised at the next meeting (in July). 2  

 



Funding: Stephen Garbutt reminded the meeting that Cllr. David Jeffels would now have a 

new tranche of funds available from his Locality Budget. It was agreed that Stephen Chittock 

would ask David if funding might be available to pay for a new batch of information leaflets 

to be printed as these would be needed prior to the  September opening. Adrian Perry would 

obtain a print quotation from Tim Furness.  

Security: As mentioned by Chris Hall, intruders are still gaining access to the interior by climb-

ing over the North wall. Stephen Garbutt and John Edwards will investigate in more detail 

how this is possible and report back.  

Future Funding: Stephen Garbutt and Cath Cussons had discussed with Burrows Davies 

budget cost of £30,000 + VAT which they had provided for work on the North wall, and it ap-

pears that we are underestimating the cost of the stone which would be needed. It was 

agreed that Stephen Chittock would investigate the possibilities of obtaining further funds 

from either WREN or Historic England.  

Any other business: Stephen Chittock indicated to the group his intention to step down as 

chair at the end of the next meeting.  

Next Meeting: Midday on Monday 23rd July 2018 in St John the Baptist Church unless other-

wise advised.  

Circulation: Stephen Garbutt, Paul Buck, Cath Cussons, Peter Durkin, Adrian Perry, Chris 

Perry, David Raine, G. Lee, David Jeffels, Clair Shields, Mike Baines, Mike Lawson, Jean Glover, 

Marion Raine, Ken Oakden, Heather Phillips, Richard Mead, Chris Hall, Jennifer Harley, Joy 

Woolley, Lynne Burnett, Neil Hardisty, John Edwards, Carl Duck, Rachael Vaughan, Peter 

Holtby.  
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