AZERLEY PARISH COUNCIL
CLERK: MARTYN MILLER
SUTTHILLS, GATE BRIDGE ROAD, GALPHAY, RIPON, HG4 3NT
EMAIL: AZERLEYPC@YAHOO.CO.UK
TELEPHONE: 07729696302
azerleyparishcouncil.org.uk

[bookmark: _Hlk488680998][bookmark: _Hlk480608715]Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Thursday 25th September 2025 at 7.30pm
Grantley Village Institute

(2025-26 – 070) Present were Cllr. Jan Lawson (Chair), Cllr. Robert Weatherhead (Vice Chair), Cllr. Sheila Miller and Cllr. Brian Thackray.
(2025-26 – 071) Also present were Martyn Miller, Clerk and one member of the public.
[bookmark: _Hlk489346265](2025-26 – 072) Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Patricia Harling and Cllr. Ian McMullen. 
(2025-26 – 073) No Declarations of Interest were received. 

[bookmark: _Hlk494805764](2025-26 – 074) It was Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 31st July 2025, having been circulated for consideration beforehand, were agreed and considered to be true and correct record and duly signed by the Chair.

Report from NYC:
(2025-26 – 075) Cllr. Felicity Cunliffe-lister did not attend and had not provided a report to be circulated. The Clerk advised the meeting that reminder emails and the agenda notice had been sent.

Consideration was given to the following correspondence:
(2025-26 – 076) Letter from Nidderdale Plus re nominations for parish council representatives to serve as an Executive Member of The Nidderdale Community Partnership – It was Resolved that no Councillor wished to be nominated.

(2025-26 – 077) Email from the Boundary Commission re a consultation on the further draft recommendations for division boundaries in North Yorkshire – The changes identified in the latest proposal do not directly affect the Parish, it was Resolved that the Council would make no further comments.

(2025-26 – 078) Email from Galphay resident regarding bin collection issues – The Clerk advised that this related to intermittent collections following changes made by NYC reducing collections to 4 days per week. It was Noted the matter had been reported to NYC and the situation had improved. 

(2025-26 – 079) Email from CAB requesting annual donation – It was Resolved to make a donation this year of £150, this was increased for this year only and would be subject to review in future years.

Matters requested by Councillors:
(2025-26 – 080) Email from Mickley resident asking for the Councils support in having a stile lowered to improve access for elderly and dogs – The submission and photographs of the stile had been circulated. It was felt the Parish Council had no direct powers over such structures and it was Resolved for the matter be referred to Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister for her to take up with NYC Highways who have responsibility for authorising footpath access where livestock need to be contained.

(2025-26 – 081) Trees overhanging into road – opposite the wood yard on Galphay Lane (up from the junction with Gate Bridge Road) – Cllr. Weatherhead agreed to Withdraw this item.

Ongoing issues:

(2025-26 – 082) Flooding at Misses Lane/Gate Bridge Road junction – Cllr. Miller advised the meeting that the information stating this work had been completed was incorrect. It was Resolved to challenge this with NYC Highways.

(2025-26 – 083) Fountains Gate flooding at Winksley – Information from NYC stated that work on this issue had resolved the problem. It was Resolved to monitor the issue during periods of heavy rainfall. 

(2025-26 – 084) Mickley drainage works – NYC Highways were still unable to provide a conclusive date when this work would be scheduled. It was Resolved to keep checking progress with Highways.
 
(2025-26 – 085) Commuted sums – It was Resolved for Councillors to bring forward any possible projects for future consideration.

(2025-26 – 086) Galphay flagpole – Cllr. Weatherhead informed the meeting that he had not had time to complete this work during the harvest period. It was Resolved that he would complete the work during autumn months.

(2025-26 – 087) Verge Tree Pruning Mickley – The Clerk advised that he had referred the matter via Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister. It was Resolved to expedite this with her. 

(2025-26 – 088) Maintenance of village assets – The Clerk reported that the bus shelter schedule of work and Winksley notice board had been completed to a good standard. The cost of the work had come in well below the original quotation. It was Resolved to thank the contractor for the work. 
Three quotations for the work identified in the tree survey had been submitted and circulated. It was Resolved to go ahead with the lowest quote providing best value for money. 

(2025-26 – 089) Finding Fitness – Ninja Trail – It was Resolved to remove this item as the space required for such equipment was prohibitive. 

(2025-26 – 090) Stones on verge of Judy Bank Mickley – NYC Highways reported that the stones had been removed by officers on two occasions. It was Resolved to ask Cllr. Harling if a photograph of the exact location could be made available to pass onto Highways, which should ensure they are dealing with the correct stones.

(2025-26 – 091) Speed restrictions Mickley village – Information from NYC in response to this request had been circulated and all were pleased that the issue had been taken seriously with a traffic survey already being completed and a 20mph zone agreed. It was Resolved to monitor progress although NYC had made it clear that it would be some time before full implementation.

Financial matters:

(2025-26 – 092) Accounts for approval - the following accounts were Approved for payment:
i. HMRC  (July 25)                      £81.60
ii. Clerks salary (July 25)           £346.44
iii. HMRC ( Aug 25)                      £89.37
iv. Clerks salary (Aug 25)           £363.32
v. APG computers                       £29.99
vi. Signed for post                        £ 3.60
vii. Handyman work                    £440.00
                             Total   £1354.32


(2025-26 – 093) The bank reconciliation report for the period to 25th September 2025 was Resolved to be correct. Current balance agreed at £8512.94.

(2025-26 – 094) The spending v budget report for the period to 25th September 2025 was Resolved to be correct.

(2025-26 – 095) Audit internal control check list – It was Resolved for Cllrs. Lawson and Miller to complete the necessary checks and sign off the check list.

(2025-26 – 096) Consideration of alternative bank accounts – The Clerk reported that the majority of mainstream banks now operate with some type of charging system, either by transaction or a monthly fee with only the online banks provided free banking. It was Resolved to stay with Santander and keep the issue under review.

Planning Decision Notices:
(2025-26 – 097)
PROPOSAL: Installation of solar panels to roof
LOCATION: Woodhouse Farm Woodhouse Farm & Caravan Park Track Winksley, North Yorkshire HG4 3PG
APPLICANT: Mr Hitchin
North Yorkshire Council being the Local Planning Authority for the purposes of the application received on 9 July 2025 for Full Planning Permission, as described above, have resolved to
GRANT PLANNING PERMISSION SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS.
This item was Noted.

(2025-26 – 098) Agenda items to be considered at the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council – 
Precept proposal for 2026/27 - Clerk

(2025-26 – 099) To confirm the date, time and venue of the next ordinary meeting: 7:30p.m. 27th November 2025 at Mickley Church Hall.

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Clerk to the Parish Council, Martyn Miller.
Signed as a true record by Chair Cllr. Jan Lawson


……….……………………………………………………………………….
Date: 27th November 2025
At the Regular Meeting of the Azerley Parish Council held on 27th November 2025 it was resolved by unanimous vote to approve these Minutes, copies of which had been previously circulated to Members, as a true and correct record. These Minutes were then signed by the Chairman accordingly.
The signed Minutes are held in the Parish Council minute book at the Clerk’s address, below, and can be viewed by prior appointment.
Clerk : Martyn Miller, Sutthills, Gate Bridge Road, Galphay, HG4 3NT.    Tel: 07729696302
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