[bookmark: _Hlk200356525]  WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 4th June 2025
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.15pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Members Present: Councillors D Mann (Chairman); T Jones (Vice-Chairman); D Bowman;                                   L Rock; M Peters; S Parsons and A Sandhu
Also Present: Clerk to the Council, County Councillor A Cecil and six residents
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:00pm
Having noted that the residents were present in respect of Item 13(f)(iv) the Chairman determined that this Item would be taken out of sequence. 
The residents expressed concern over a number of serious issues that were being experienced in and around Walnut Tree Avenue and were angry that, despite contact being made to various agencies over a number of years, no actions had been or were being taken to address the concerns some of which concerned illegal activities and possible danger to life situations.
At the conclusion of a frank and open discussion the Chairman expressed sympathy on behalf of the Council for the detrimental effect on residents’ quality of life but stressed that none of the issues were in the power or remit of the Parish Council.
It was however agreed that the Parish Council would attempt to facilitate a meeting to bring together the residents and all relevant individuals/agencies/County and Borough Officers in an attempt to ensure much needed actions are taken.
Those residents present left the Meeting which reconvened at 7:30pm
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillor S Brown
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

No Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest were made

3. Public Participation 
[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]None

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

The Chairman welcomed Councillor Alan Cecil as the newly elected County Member for Wilmington and said that he had the opportunity to report on County Council matters either in person or in writing at every Meeting of the Council. Councillor Cecil advised that he had nothing to report at this Meeting 

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 7th May 2025 were approved and adopted as a true record
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

The Financial Statements for the month ended 31st May 2025 were tabled for Members and approved with the Lead Member on Finance having noted receipt of the Community Infrastructure Levy payment

(b) 2024/25 – Receipts and Payments Account
The previously given acceptance of the Receipts and Payments Account for the year ended 31st March 2025 was ratified
(c) Bank Interest
It was noted that interest of £3,319.58 was credited to the Council’s account with Cambridge & Counties Bank on 30th April 2025
8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)
(a) Wilmington Fair 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk196301056]
Receipt of the Minutes of the Fair Committee Meeting held on 13th May 2025 was noted. It was further noted that the Event Management Plan and supporting documentation were submitted to Dartford Borough Council on 14th May 2025 and that, as previously agreed, four new Fair Banners had been purchased at a cost of £114.00 (net of VAT)  

The Chairman thanked the Clerk for undertaking the large amount of work required to ensure the Fair could be held                             

A request from the Fair Committee that the Parish Council have a stall at the Fair to promote the support the Council gives to the community was considered. Discussion ensued with the decision made that whilst the merits outweighed the demerits a stall would not be taken. It was however agreed that an approach be made to the Wilmington Society for there to be a Council presence at the Society’s stall. Borough Councillor Sandhu said that the Borough Councillors were having a stall and that that this could be used by the Parish for distribution of any information leaflets [AP]    

It was suggested that a means be explored for local Schools to become involved with a focus on the Parish Council’s involvement in the community
	



(b) The Rosemary Centre

Having noted the decision made at the April Meeting of the Council for the installation of fencing of the perimeter of the land owned by the Council, in was noted that a TeamsMeeting had been arranged for 10th June 2025 with the Developer of The Rosemary Centre. The time of the meeting had yet to be confirmed but attendance was confirmed by the Clerk and Councillors D Mann and D Bowman. It was agreed that the Parish presence would be at the Pavilion 
(c) Police

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, a response received to a request for a meeting with the police to discuss the rise in anti-social behaviour was noted. Disappointment was expressed that, despite the assurance given, there had been no contact. The Clerk was instructed to make further contact [AP]

It was noted that the Policing Model was to be raised at the Borough & Parish Forum on 1st July and that there would appear to have been a further change in the Police Constable appointed to cover Joydens Wood
9. Items for Discussion

(a) Playground Inspection

It was noted that the risks identified at the recent inspections of the playgrounds at Oakfield Park and Chestnut Grove were either ‘Very Low’ or ‘Low’ with no immediate work required
[bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]
(b) Extraordinary Meeting Date
It was noted that an Extraordinary Meeting of the Council was to be held at 11:00 on 25th June 2025 to receive the Internal Auditors Report and adopt the 2025 Annual Governance and Return (AGAR3) the draft of which has been previously approved. Having noted that three Members needed to be present to ensure the Meeting was quorate Councillors S Parsons,                         T Jones and D Bowman confirmed attendance 
(c) Smartphone Free Childhood

Having circulated details to Members prior to the Meeting, consideration was given to whether the Council would support the grassroot ‘Smartphone Free Childhood’ campaign. Having been advised that, whilst Kent’s Police & Crime Commissioner was aware of the campaign it had not been endorsed with focus instead on the County’s Youth Internet Safety Campaign. It was agreed that the Clerk obtained information on the County campaign and looked at ways of promoting this through the Council’s social media [FN]

(d) Parish Council Website

It was noted that the ‘gov.uk’ domain had now been set with the Council’s address being ww.wilmingtonkent-pc.gov.


(e) Highways Improvement Plan (‘HIP’)

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the RSATG Newsletters was noted
Having noted that Councillor S Brown had replaced former Councillor  K Stealey as a member of the Working Group It was agreed, that the completion of the Highways Improvement Plan needed to be dealt with as a matter of urgency, although an imminent review by Kent Highway Services was unlikely 
(f) Wilmington Common – Fathers’ Day Event
It was noted that, with the agreement of the majority of Members in advance of the Meeting, permission had been given to Bright Horizons Nursey and Pre-School to hold a Fathers’ Day Event on Wilmington Common between 4:00pm and 5.30pm on 13th June 2025
(g) South & South East in Bloom

It was noted that the judging of the Competition would take place on 23rd June 2025 with the Judge arriving at Oakfield Park Pavilion between 9:30am and 10:00am. With no Member present unable to act as the Parish Guide it was agreed that the Chairman would contact Councillor S Brown and that, if she was not available, the role would be undertaken by the Parish Groundsman who had indicated his willingness

(h) Casual Vacancy (Maypole & Leyton Cross Ward)
It was noted that the notice of Casual Vacancy for the Maypole & Leyton Cross Ward had been published today 
It was further noted that an election to fill the vacancy will be held if within 14 days (working) from today a written request for such an election had been given to Dartford Borough Council by at least ten electors for the Ward and that if an election was not requested the Parish Council would fill the vacancy by co-option as soon as is practical after the expiry of the 14 days
(i) Borough & Parish Forum
No items were suggested for inclusion on the Agenda for the Forum Meeting on 1st July 2025

(j) Release of Pavilion Key
Having noted that approval for the release of keys to the External Toilets had been given by Members in October 2022 to All Shades of Life CIC but that the keys had not been collected. Members expressed surprise that permission had been given but, in the light of this, it was agreed that the keys would be released but that a paid refundable deposit of £100 would be required

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Planning Applications received, as shown below, were considered by Members, and the Clerk instructed to submit any comments/objections made to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk174084094][bookmark: _Hlk196301178][bookmark: _Hlk62388164]DA/25/00495/FUL – Greenways, Common Lane, Wilmington                                   Erection of a single storey rear extension       

ii.  DA/25/00510/FUL – The Beams, Puddledock Lane, Wilmington Cross boundary application for erection of a single storey extension, first floor extension over existing side extension, double garage   

iii. DA/25/00428/FUL - Pittsfield, High Road, Wilmington                                                       Change of use and conversion from a 5 bedroom dwelling (C3 use) to a 7 bedroom children’s residential home (C2 use) and provision of staff accommodation in existing outbuilding

Councillor Sandhu had been approached by a number of residents expressing concern over the proposed change of use and felt that the Parish Council should consider making representations. The Clerk advised that the consultation period ended on 5th June and that any response had to be made by then. It was agreed that the Clerk would draft a suggested response and circulate to Members in time for it to be submitted timeously   

iv. DA/25/00569/FUL – 28 Brackendene, Wilmington                                                            Erection of a single storey rear extension, single storey front extension, internal alterations and existing garage removal

v. DA/25/00578/FUL – 48 Broad Lane, Wilmington                                                                    Provision of a vehicle crossover onto Broad Lane and driveway
[bookmark: _Hlk115082563]                                                                                                                                                    
11. Chair’s Updates

None 
                 
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

Councillor A Sandhu advised of road safety concerns at the Broad Lane/Common Lane/High Road. It was agreed that this should be taken forward by the Highways Improvement Plan Working Group
Councillor M Peters reported on the regular fly-tipping incidents at the Joydens Wood parade of shops but commended Dartford Borough Council’s Waste & Recycling Department at the speed the rubbish was collected






13. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Borough Council were notedd4 being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072][bookmark: _Hlk193448941][bookmark: _Hlk196301208]DA/25/00212/FUL – Bellingham House, Hook Green Lane, Wilmington                                                                       Permission Granted
ii. DA/25/00224/FUL – 13 Greenfield Road, Wilmington    Permission Granted
iii. DA/25/00108/FUL – Land Rear of 2 Warren Road, Wilmington Permission Granted
iv. DA/25/00276/FUL – 32 Broad Lane, Wilmington                         Permission Granted
v. 24/00739/LDC – Ashlea Nursery, Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                Not Lawful
vi. 24/00740/LDC – Ashlea Nursery, Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                            Not Lawful
vii. 24/00741/LDC – Ashlea Nursery, Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                             Not Lawful
viii. 24/00742/LDC – Ashlea Nursery, Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                              Not Lawful
ix. 24/00744/LDC – Ashlea Nursery, Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                              Not Lawful
x. 24/00745/LDC – Ashlea Nursery, Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                             Not Lawful
xi. 25/00260/FUL – 81 Birchwood Road, Wilmington Permission Granted
xii. 25/00324/FUL – 20 Oakfield Park Road, Dartford Permission Granted
xiii. DA/25/00443/FUL – 1A Wallis Close, Wilmington                                                          Permission Granted
xiv. DA/25/00225/FUL -15 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington                                                       Permission Granted
xv. DA/25/00373/FUL – 52 Squires Way, Wilmington                                                         Permission Granted
(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

[bookmark: _Hlk193448978]                                 None

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None



(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]

(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]Other items received or actions taken were noted as appropriate being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk193449062][bookmark: _Hlk196301235]receipt of a letter of thanks from KSS Air Ambulance Charity for the donation of £100 was noted
ii. a response from Kent Police that no further enquiries can/will be made regarding the Chestnut Grove vandalism was noted
iii. receipt of the Spring Edition of Kent PCC News was noted
iv. the copying of the Parish Council into messages to Dartford’s Member of Parliament and National Highways from two residents of Walnut Tree Avenue regarding various incidents, all of which are outside of the control/remit of the Parish Council, in and around the Car Park opposite The Cressy Arms was noted
v. a complaint received regarding dogs being let off the lead in the Dartford Borough Council’s Children’s Playground off Albert Road was noted. It was further noted that the matter had been taken up by Borough Councillor George Holt and that a general advice note had been posted on the Parish Council’s social media

The following publications had been received and were available to Members –
Clerk & Councils Direct – May 2025
The Clerk – May 2025



There being no further business the Meeting closed at 08:23pm

Signed ……………………………………………………
            Chairman of Wilmington Parish Council				       
Date 2nd July 2025
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