

Minutes of Mersham Annual Parish Meeting held in 
the Church Room, St John the Baptist Church, Mersham on Monday, 17th May 2023

6 members of the public, 7 Parish Councillors, Borough Councillor Paul Bartlett, County Councillor Clair Bell, Fred Ambler and Leigh Lloyd from the Sports Club

The meeting started at 7.00pm

1. Welcome
Cllr Fletcher welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2. Report from Clair Bell

Cllr Murphy explained that road sign littering incidents are unprecedented examples provided of cones, road closed signage etc., never collected.  Cllr Bell said that there is a condition that signage should be cleared.  Clair agreed to take this to the next Joint Transportation Board meeting. 

Cllr Murphy asked when the roadworks on the A2070 would be completed.  Cllr Bartlett responded to say that there were even more delays.  FM Conway have already taken 12 months to complete an 8 month contract.  There are no penalties on FM Conway for delayed completion and there is no completion date as yet.

3. Report from Cllr Bartlett
Church Road – The Church Road work are to be undertaken in July.  The contractor is to discuss the date with the Farriers Arms to allow for their Beer Festival to take place.

IBF – The Government has published its Trade Operations Model.  The IBF will be used for checking food stuffs, products of animal origin and plants/seeds.  Ashford Borough Council feel these checks should be undertaken between 7am and 10pm and will put pressure on HMRC and DeFRA to reduce their hours of operation.  The physical checks will begin in January 2024 and there will be vets on site in 2024 to undertake the animal welfare checks.  Some of the buildings will need to be reconfigured to undertake these checks.  It is hoped that this will mean the lorry signage is imminent.

Stone Street Solar – the Planning Inspectorate will be engaged for the Stone Street Solar application. 

Sevington Church – The S106 monies from the DfT is to be paid to Sevington Church imminently.

Church Commissioners – The Church Commissioners plans for Waterbrook have given every indication that Conscience Farm developments will be brought forward.

A member of the public asked about how the IBF would work with reduced hours, where would the lorries go to?   Cllr Bartlett explained that no lorries are currently held on site.  HMRC checks can  be undertaken 24 hours a day but ABC feel that the lorry movements can be reduced.  If closed lorries can go to the lorry park or delay their crossing into the Country.  If lorries are parked incorrectly, they should be reported to Parking enforcement who will clamp and fine.

Cllr Wells asked that the Village Hall be informed when the road will be closed on Church Road as there are currently booking for that time period.

Cllr Turley asked for an update on the Tithe Barn.  Cllr Bartlett explained that ABC had engaged actively and could not reach a settled point.  The tarpaulin is to be replaced.  It is essential that agreement can be reached between ABC and the developer.

4. Sports Club Report – Fred Ambler
Cllrs Murphy and Turley congratulated the Sports Club on their achievements to date.
There is a Church Clear up on 8th May.
The land will be completed by 09/2024, it will be playable by 09/2025.  Sport England MUST be involved so the grants are no longer completely football focussed.

5. Mersham Parish Council Chairman’s Report
Mersham has seen many changes over the fifteen years I have been privileged to serve on the Parish Council.
During that time, in addition to our normal responsibilities of commenting on planning applications, discussing a wide variety of issues of concern to residents, and generally being available to villagers we have been involved in many projects including:
· The refurbishment of the Junior Playing Field.
· Local needs housing at Quarry View.
· Footpath from the A20 to Old Rectory Close in the Village.
· Extension to the Village Hall and Car Park and associated new housing development.
· Setting up and administering The Village Handyman Scheme in conjunction with Smeeth, Brabourne and Brook.
· Supporting the Mersham Sports Club with their expansion plans.
· Splitting from Sevington to enable better representation, and stronger focus on village matters.
· Liaison with Ashford Borough Council and Kent County Council on wide range of concerns such as :-
· Gaining protection for the village from the IBF by persuading the Government / local authority to set up the Wetland Habitat, and associated planting, in High Field between Blind Lane and Highfield Lane, as well as promoting the closure of the end of Kingsford Street to through traffic from J10A.
· Most recently the highways improvement plan. Implementing new road signage, village entry gates, and extending the 30mph limit to include Quarry View, to try to moderate the speed of traffic within the village and safeguard residents.
My thanks go to Paul Bartlett, our Borough Councillor, and Clair Bell, our County Councillor, both of whom have given us their unstinting support. Also, to Tracey Block, our Clerk whose help and advice has helped all of us on the Council throughout the year.
My thanks to all the Parish Councillors who give freely of their time and volunteer to take on all sorts of tasks throughout the year.
As I will not be standing in the forthcoming elections I would like to take this opportunity to wish the new Parish Council well and hope they all enjoy their time on it as much as I have. Also, I urge parishioners, do use your Parish Council. They are here to help.

6. Questions from the audience
Would it be possible to have street lighting at the top of Bower Road?
It is possible that solar powered lighting could be installed but the PC would need to poll the public.

The PC was asked about why there were new lines in the road.  The Councillors explained the highways Improvement Plan.

The mud from the construction sites was reported.
The Clerk was asked to contact the planning departments regarding this.
