Joan Knott  - Interview 2021
 (Q= questioner A: Answer from interviewee)

Q: Where were you born? Do you remember the beginning of the war?
A: Not really. I was born in a little hamlet called Cattison Leweston which is next to Charmouth, down that way. Eventually I realised the war was on but can’t remember details of how it began. I suppose it got to grips with it when my father was called up into the services. He left my mother and I when we were living here. 
I think we came here in 1937
Q:Dod you remember any of that?
A: We came here because my father came here for Major Miskin who lived up at the Court as he was a horseman. He was an ex Royal Artillery man. 
Q: Did your father serve in World War 1?
A:No.
Q: So, when was he in the Royal Artillery. 
A:What we call Peace Time.
He was a regular, he went into the Air Force. I think he was mostly working on the ground in Air Fields, all over the place in England. He didn’t go abroad anywhere. 
Q:Were you allowed to go and see him?
A:Oh no. Never. He obviously had leave and was allowed to come and see us. But no we never saw him at any of his posting. He didn’t talk about it much, we were spared the gory details. But he did tell us when planes came back in a terrible state. Some the planes crashed and he did got and see them and the bombs.
Q:When was he finally de-mobbed?
A: I947 possibly. Certainly after the war had finished. 
Q: Did he go back and work with horses?
A: No sadly. They had to farm the horses out and some went over to Up Cerne because we used to go and see them. Some went further afield but we had no transport so never got to see those again. 
Q: What was Sydling like in War?
A: We were very fortunate. We weren’t really involved but had a few crashes around the village. Us kids went haring off to see. German planes. One by the old rifle ranges. You know where the Ford is?  We went just up the hill towards Cerne, through the gate there. That’s where the old ranges were. The other crash was down by the viaduct. Grimstone, up on the hill there. 
Q:You children would go down and have a good look
A:Yes, we children would go straight away and see what we could find off those crashes and come back with all sorts of souvenirs. 
Q:There was no guard on them?
A:No, not to start off with. Probably later on. 
Q:Did you see any parachutes?
A:No
Q:Were there any bullets lying about. 
A:Oh yes, I came back with a huge strip of bullets. I had no idea what to do with them. I’m sure 
Q:What happened to them?
A:I don’t know but am sure got passed on. No idea really. 
Q:Did you go to school in the village.
A:Yes, where Trish Davis lives. A little classroom for us, and then a big classroom for when you got older.
Q:Did you stay at the school during the war.
A:Yes. I did. I can remember when my father came home I had sat the 11+, which is what we did in those days and I had been given a place at the Grammar School for Girls in Dorchester. Fortunately I got a place so then I went there to school for the rest of my schooling.
Q:What did you hope to do?
A:I went to the Tech College in Weymouth and trained to be a secretary. I think it was for a year. 
I went to work for Eldridge Pope, in Dorchester, in the offices there. 
Q:Do you remember the war with pleasure as kids?
A:Not really, but living here, we didn’t get dreadful bombing but it was reasonably liveable. We lived in Brewery Cottage down the High Street as that came with my fathers job but I know when things got a bit dodgy he was concerned about me and my mother being down in the cottage on our own so he insisted that we went and lived it the Court with them to live for the rest of the war. 
Q:Were you welcomed up there?
A:Most definitely, they were lovely people. 
Q:Were there shops in the village?
A:I suspect we had the big shop. Sherries Stores. Then the little shop up the street where Mrs Kingdom was. There was also visiting Butcher, Baker, Milkman, Grocery man all used to come round the village on a regular basis.
Q:In rationing you had to use one of each. 
A:We had rationing book. I do remember. 
Q:Was food easy in Sydling?
A:I was very friendly with the girl that lived up in Dollen’s Farm. She used to make lovely butter and sometimes she would save me some to take home and milk of course. We were never short of food. 
Q:You had Americans at the top of the village?
A:Yes, lots of them. Mostly up on Wardon Hill. That was used as a hospital I think. They used the pub quite a bit. I can remember being terrified of them when I first saw them as there were quite a few Black Americans. They used to park their trucks up the lane to the church and we us living up at the Court I had to come down the road. They were all very friendly, lovely and gave us sweets, candy, chocolates and what not. 
Q:Did some of the girls chase after them?
A:Yes. 
Q:Were the British troops around here?
A:Yes, but I can’t remember where they were. I remember up to D Day the place was heaving with lorries, soldiers. Then, one morning I remember walking down there and it was clear. Everything had gone. That was it. 
Q:Did you children know that D Day was going to happen?
A:No, I don’t remember being told about it at all. 
Did you remember it when it actually happened?
A:I suppose I do remember, but yes, suddenly there were no service people about, they just vanished. 
Q:Was there a POW camp for the Germans here?
A:I’m not sure, possibly one or two Germans working on the farms here but I don’t remember any. 
Q:Several people we’ve talked to remember them. 
Q:Were there any evacuee children here?
A:Yes, but not many. Where we lived at Brewery Cottage, we lived in one part and the evacuees lived in one.
Q:Did you get on?
A:Well, I don’t remember any sort of dramas so I suppose that we did. 
Q:Where did they come from?
A:The ones we had were from Weymouth. They were here for quite a while, up to D Day we had soldiers in the other part of the house. They made so much noise and were here for quite a long time. 
Q:Do you remember VJ Day? Celebrations in the village?
A: I can’t remember what happened. 
Q:Has farming changed quite a bit?
A:Oh yes. Back then there were lots of little farms but now there is just two big farms and that’s it. 
Q:Were most of the men farming?
A:I would say they were. I seem to think they were. 
Q:Not many now. 
A:Well they don’t need them now, machinery took those jobs over. 
Q:How much did life change after the war?
A:I was working and led a completely different life. 
Q:Do you remember the end of rationing?
A:Not really. 
Q:Where did you meet your husband?
A:Well, my husband lived in the village. He used to go to Dorchester school so I knew him from then on all the time. We weren’t close then. 
Q:Was there a school bus back then?
A:Yes, the first school bus we had was an old army truck. We sat on hard seats and open door at the back. It was dreadful! Then they progressed with a better class lorry. We then rode in that. It was the only way to get to school. 
Q:When did you get married. 
1962 or 1963!

Q:How old were you when your father was called up?
A:If I was born in 35 I think 42. He didn’t go right at the beginning. 
Q:So you were about 7.
Q:What was it like to have your father go to war?
A:Well, I didn’t really mind. I supposed I didn’t really grasp it at 7. He used to write to us. Mum used to read the letters. I didn’t like the thought of him not being around. Only on brief leave periods that was all. 
Q:Were you aware of what he might be involved in?
A:No, we didn’t hear much. We always listened to the news on the radio. 
Q:Did it worry you?
A:I don’t remember being worried. 
Q:When your father went away were there other fathers going away?
A:I presume so. 
QDid you notice a big reduction of men leaving? Where there lots of women doing the jobs that men used to do?
A:I suppose so. 
Working up to D Day we didn’t know what was going on, the village was heaving with lorries, all sorts of equipment, soldiers. One morning they  had all gone, that was then they did the push across the channel. 
Q:Did you know where they had gone?
A:No, we didn’t have any idea. The news began to filter through. They didn’t come back. Some did to Wardon Hill, the Americans. I think they used the pub. They always washed their lorries up at Chapel Bridge. 
Q:Was there a Home Guard in the village. 
A:Yes, there was. They used to meet outside the Village Hall every Sunday and do their marching. They were only the sort of the older generation of farm workers. Basil’s older brother John, in charge. They used to meet and us kids used to watch and giggle. They had a rest room for a cup of tea etc. Mum and I were in the Court and I remember Mum explaining why we were living there was because in case the Germans came. One night we were going to bed, we were at one end of the Court and the Miskins were at the other. Suddenly all the door bells started ringing, people shouting, woke us all up. Mum told me to stay in my bed and we thought this was the Germans arriving, she was just off to wake up the Major and his wife and it wasn’t anything like that, but the Home Guard had set fire to their rest room and they were in a huge panic not knowing what to do. They couldn’t ring the fire engine! I remember being very concerned and I think it burnt down in the end. 
Q:Was it a bit like the TV show Dads Army?
A:A bit, but I don’t remember any young lads in it at all. 
Q:No one like Private Pike?
A:No. 
Q:Did anybody in the village speak German?
A:I don’t remember anyone speaking German. 
Q:If there had been a German invasion there would be no one who could converse in German?
A:I know Grita up at the Court spoke German but she had to go back when the war started. 
Q:Was that her choice?
A:No, they were instructed to go and weren’t allowed to stay. I think they thought she could be a spy working for the Major. 
Q:They were interned on the Isle of Man. 
A:Yes, I believe they were. 
Q:Did you go to the cinema much?
A:No, hardly at all. We did got and see Snow White and the 7 Dwarfs when my father got back. 
Q:Was there a regular bus service?
A:There was bus on a Weds and Saturday. There was a bus that did come back a bit later on a Saturday. At one point there were two buses doing the journey. 
