Chairmans Report 2026
This marks my second year as chairman of the Parish Council.  During the year we lost 2 councillors; Mike Claydon due to health issues and at Christmas Andy Barnett stood down. In March this year we welcomed Katherine Sibthorpe and Jane Wood, bring the Council back up to full quota. 
We managed 8 meetings this year; only the February meeting had to be cancelled due to inability to make a quorum.
The highlights of the year saw:
· Land Registry formally agreeing the Parish Council has ownership of the Green and River bridge sites. 
· The enhancement of the village boundary with the addition of a planter with flower displays and trimmed grass verges.
· The procurement of a new seat at the crossroads and refurbishment of the seat at Moats cottages.
· The refurbishment of the Bus shelter and the soon to be completed rebuild of its roof.
· The introduction of the ‘Dewlish Information’ WhatsApp group. This is where the Council post information on Council matters and other relevant information for the Parish. To date we have 63 members.
Planning Applications
The Council has seen a steady flow of planning applications throughout the year. Dorset Council requires we respond to each application within a designated time period. This fact alone necessitates we meet monthly. A total of 8 applications have been processed this year. The review of all applications is taken seriously by the Council and to that end this year we have published all application on the ‘Dewlish Information’ WhatsApp group. Given the limited timeline for responding it is important any comments that people may wish to make should be direct to any Council member as soon as possible.
The ongoing issues raised during the meetings held:
· Awaiting Dorset Council Highways dept to erect the 30 mph speed limit signs 
· The traffic incidents and speed of traffic on the A354 at Milborne Wood
· Repair of footpath styles 
· The condition of the river flowing through the village
· Dogs mess
· Repair of the finger post signs at junctions
· The condition of the trees overhanging Pound Lane, Whiteways Hill and Puddletown Road.
· Localised flooding of the road past Dewlish House. 
Working with Dorset Council
A Dorset Council initiative this year has been to involve all Town and Parish Councils in its decision-making process. In October last year I attended a one-day conference ‘Developing Dorset’ where plans and proposals were presented. In May this year Dorset Council started its ‘Community Conversations’ with the view of developing localised groups of small town and Parish Councils. The suggested advantage of these proposals is for us, as a very small Council to have a louder voice within the system. In simple terms we went from 6 districts within Dorset to 2. We are now going back to some 15 ‘Cluster Areas’.
Public Bus Service
For a number of years now Dewlish has not had a daily bus service. A few years ago, the ‘Plus Bus’ service commenced serving both Blandford and Dorchester markets. As a Parish Council we have contributed towards the running cost of this service. In December 2025 we were informed Dorset Council have taken over the control of this service. We were informed a meeting with Dorset Council will be held with respect to the ongoing commitment to this service. At the time of writing this report the service is still operating but no communication from Dorset Council has been received. We have held all funding we provide in abeyance until we hear from Dorset Council.
Parish Council Finance
One of the larger yearly expense the Council has is insurance cover and maintenance of the assets owned by the Council. With the formal inclusion of the Green and Bridges land this has increased our area of responsibility. We have also had some larger than normal expenses this year especially with the renovation of the bus shelter. The current financial position of the Council however, is sound with a reasonable reserve held in the bank. 
As a Council we potentially will need to take on more responsibility for some of the things currently undertaken by Dorset Council. Our participation within the ‘Developing Dorset’ meetings enabling us to keep abreast of all developments.
Conclusion
It would be good to see more people attend our meetings to provide useful dialog and feedback on matters which they feel are important for the community. Each meeting starts with a ‘Public Participation’ time where you can freely air your ideas, hopes, thoughts and wishes.
I would like to personally thank each and every member of the Council both past and present for their time and hard work throughout the year. 
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