                                                         TONG PARISH COUNCIL 
           MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 24th MAY, 2021
Present   Cllrs P. Fisher, A.Dixon, E.Bird,  J.Moore, H. Rutter   Apologies were received from Cllr Williams                                In Attendance   Sgt K. Oen, Mrs L. Fisher                                                                                                                   1.  Councillors signed Declarations of Acceptance of Office.
2.  Cllr Paul Fisher was duly elected to the Office of Chairman and signed the Declaration
3.  Cllr David Williams was elected Vice-Chairman
4. ANNUAL RETURN (AGAR) 2020/21
Agreement and signing of (i) the Statement of Governance; (ii) the Accounting Statement and (iii)     Certificate of Exemption from External Audit
Mr. D. Rigby had carried out the Internal Audit and was reappointed. Marylyn Silver would continue  as Responsible Financial Officer 
Cllr Dixon would continue as Parish Hall representative. The Almshouses were in the process of sale and there was no longer a requirement for a Parish Council representative. Area Committee meetings would be circulated.
Data Protection Officer- the Clerk
Tong Action Group- all Councillors, by continuing Dispensation
                            MINUTES OF REGULAR PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 24th May 2021 
1. There were no declarations of interest
2. The new Leader of Shropshire Council, Lezley Picton came with a new vision. Cllrs Bird and Moore would find out whether Tong could participate in a joint meeting with Shifnal to introduce ourselves, perhaps with a presentation by Brueton Knowles about our Green Spaces and the Local Plan .
3. The minutes of the meeting held by Zoom  (Jan. 2021) were approved and signed. 
The Local Plan Consultation had been extended by 3 weeks but was still difficult under the Covid restrictions.
The old bridge between Neachley and Donington Parish was  still unsafe. It would appear that BE had asked Severn Trent or another contractors and with the state of the abuttments was found to be too big a task.
Hubbal Lane- Cllr Bird was asked to find out what ‘light industrial use’ meant from the Case Officer, Mike Davies.   The containers had only become an issue over the last five years.




Tong PC, minutes p 2, May 2021
4. Accounts
Approved for payment: SALC Subscription   £150.75  Microsoft Licence £59.99 Hall rental (May) £20
Clock (call out)   £78             Council Insurance   £352.94     Internal Audit      £120   Mowing  £175



Parish Maintenance – enquire from Mark Weston re. arrangements (Clerk)   
Litter Picking equipment- Clerk to purchase three further sets

Date of next meeting  Tuesday 7th September 7pm at the Hall


Chairman

Date 
