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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 5th March 2026 at 7:30pm Grantley Village Hall
(2025-26 – 144) Present were Cllr. Jim Wigginton, Cllr. Jacky Staniforth and Cllr. Simon Learoyd. Cllr. Anthea Walsh attended for items 9.4 and 13, NYC Cllr. Felicity Cunliffe-Lister attended for item 5b NYC Report.
It was unanimously Resolved that in the absence of the Chair and Vice Chair Cllr. Jim Wigginton would chair this meeting.
(2025-26 – 145) Also present were Martyn Miller, Clerk and Mr. E. Flexman, prospective candidate for co-option.
(2025-26 – 146) Apologies were received from Cllr. Lennon and Cllr. Smeeden which were accepted.
(2025-26 – 147) No Declarations of Interest were received. 
(2025-26 – 148) It was Resolved that the minutes of the ordinary meetings held on 17th July 2025, 18th September 2025, 20th November 2025 and 15th January 2026 were agreed and considered to be a true record and duly signed by the Chair.
(2025-26 – 149) Councillor vacancy/Co-option process – the Clerk reported that only one applicant had expressed an interest Mr. Edward Flexman. It was unanimously Resolved to co-opt Mr. Flexman to the vacancy.
Reports:
(2025-26 – 150) NYC report - Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister provided a verbal résumé of a written report which will be circulated with the minutes. 
(2025-26 – 151) Clerk’s report - The Clerk had circulated a written report covering: work on this year’s annual audit, planning matters and financials.


Consideration was given to the following correspondence:
(2025-26 – 152) Email from Sue Wood Yorkshire in Bloom, Golden Rose Awards – It was Resolved to write to Sue Wood and ask if she would attend the September meeting to provide further information for next year.
(2025-26 – 153) Email from Oak Landscape re charges for 2026/27 plus a separate price for Grantley village green – the increase of 5% would equate to a total annual cost £3,000. It was Resolved to accept the increase.

Matters requested by Councillors:
(2025-26 – 154) Litter picking volunteers – it was Resolved to defer this matter to the next meeting for Cllr Smeeden’s input.
(2025-26 – 155) Grantley Hall prohibition shuttling customers between the Hall and the Grantley Arms – the Clerk advised the meeting that following a complaint from a taxi firm to NYC a prohibition was in place whilst the matter is investigated. This was Noted.
(2025-26 – 156) Highways public consultation process to reduce speed limits in and around Grantley – The Clerk advised that to his knowledge no objections to the restrictions had been made. This was Noted.

Ongoing issues:
(2025-26 – 157) Commuted sums – it was Resolved to defer this matter to the next meeting for Cllr Lennon’s input.

(2025-26 – 158) Report on updating the website – it was Resolved to defer this matter to the next meeting for Cllr Lennon’s input.
  
(2025-26 – 159) VAS progress – the Clerk advised that an order for the sign would be raised in the new year now that NYC had installed the required posts.

(2025-26 – 160) Playground inspections and equipment repair – A specific quotation from Sreetscape had been circulated. Councillors unanimously agreed that this quote appears very high and possibly didn’t represent value for money. It was Resolved to discuss further at the next meeting.


(2025-26 – 161) Sawley flooding – Cllr. Wigginton informed the meeting that NYC had been out this week to rod and clear the drains.
Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister also advised that she had requested Highways to report on what the problem is and what remedial work would be needed to stop flooding reoccurring. She will report once she has further information. It was Resolved to monitor the situation.

Financial matters:
(2025-26 – 162) The following accounts were Approved for payment:
	ICO
	Annual fee by DD
	
	
	
	£47.00

	YLCA
	Training
	
	
	
	£36.50

	HMRC
	PAYE/NI
	
	
	
	£125.52

	M J Miller
	Clerks salary(Jan)
	
	
	
	£450.39

	Wicksteed Leisure
	Play Equip. parts
	
	
	
	£59.06

	HMRC
	PAYE/NI
	
	
	
	£162.87

	M J Miller
	Clerks salary(Feb)
	
	
	
	£531.37

	HugoFox
	Annual website
	
	
	
	£143.86

	
	
	
	
	
	£1,556.57



(2025-26 – 163) The bank reconciliation report for the period to 5th March 2026 was Resolved to be correct. Current bank balances agreed at:
HSBC a/c 716    £4753.67
HSBC a/c 208   £6,783.40
                              £11,537.07


(2025-26 – 164) To approve Elkerlodge Services as Internal Auditor for 2025/26 – It was Resolved to approve Elkerlodge Services as Internal Auditor for 2025/26. The engagement letter was duly signed by the Chair.

(2025-26 – 165) To review the Asset Register for 2026/27 – two items raised queries, the bus shelter in Sawley around who’s asset this is, NYC’s or the Parish Councils, and Picking Gill, should the value increase as the Parish Council receive a rental. It was Resolved for Cllr. Wigginton to investigate the bus shelter and the Clerk would look at Picking Gill value.

(2025-26 – 166) To complete a 2nd internal control checklist for 2025/26 – It was Resolved that Cllrs. Staniforth and Learoyd would complete the checklist.

(2025-26 – 167) Year end forecast – the Clerk provided a verbal update on the likely year end position. The figures are likely to show a surplus of £3k due to the VAS sign not being ordered. This is considered a good position given the predicted overspend earlier in the year. This was Noted.
Planning Consultations:
(2025-26 – 168) APPLICATION NO: 26/00132/TPO
PROPOSAL: Felling of 1no. Sycamore of Tree Preservation Order 34/2017 W1 (HAR).
LOCATION: Hill Top Barn Grantley To Low Grantley Grantley North Yorkshire HG4 3PJ.
Option ‘A’ submitted no objections.

(2025-26 – 169) APPLICATION NO: 25/04562/FUL
PROPOSAL: Change of use of part of the existing agricultural shed to form agricultural mechanics shed.
LOCATION: Land West Of White House Sawley Moor Road Sawley North Yorkshire HG4 3EF
Option ‘B’ submitted with grounds covering: impact on landscape, access and highway considerations, other amenity and environmental impacts.

(2025-26 – 170) APPLICATION NO: 26/00254/PIP
PROPOSAL: Permission in principle for the erection of between 2 and 4 self/custom build dwellings.
LOCATION: Land Comprising Field At 425020 467745 Low Gate Lane Sawley North Yorkshire.
Option ‘C’ submitted with comments covering: design principles, landscaping, access & highway safety, foul & surface water drainage.

Planning Applications Approved/Refused:
(2025-26 – 171) Felling of 1no. Sycamore of Tree Preservation Order 34/2017 W1 (HAR). - Hill Top Barn Grantley To Low Grantley Grantley North Yorkshire HG4 3PJ
Ref. No: 26/00132/TPO | Received date: Fri 09 Jan 2026 | Status: Application Permitted | Case Type: Planning Application 
(2025-26 – 172) Permission in principle for the erection of up to 2 self/custom build dwellings. - Land Comprising Field At 425020 467745 Low Gate Lane Sawley North Yorkshire
Ref. No: 26/00254/PIP | Received date: Fri 16 Jan 2026 | Status: Application Refused | Case Type: Planning Application 

(2025-26 – 173) Closed Session (to be held in private due to the confidential nature of the issue to be discussed)
It was Resolved to approve the proposed letter following final checks being made with Cllr. Lennon. 

(2025-26 – 174) No agenda items were received to be considered at the next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council 
 
(2025-26 – 175) The date, time and venue of the next ordinary meeting were confirmed as: 7:00p.m. 21st May 2026 at Sawley Village Hall. It was Resolved that there would be an earlier start to accommodate the Parish Council annual meeting and Sawley and Eavestone annual village meetings.

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Clerk to the Parish Council, Martyn Miller.
Signed as a true record by Cllr. Wigginton, Acting Chair      


……….……………………………………………………………………….
Date: 21st May 2026
At the Regular Meeting of the Grantley & Sawley Parish Council held on 21st May 2026 it was resolved by unanimous vote to approve these Minutes, copies of which had been previously circulated to Members, as a true and correct record. These Minutes were then signed by the Chairman accordingly.
The signed Minutes are held in the Parish Council minute book at the Clerk’s address, below, and can be viewed by prior appointment.
Clerk: Martyn Miller, Sutthills, Gate Bridge Road, Galphay, HG4 3NT.  Tel: 07729696302
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