Draft Morden Parish Council Meeting Minutes 9th March 2026

Morden Parish Council

The minutes of the Meeting of Morden Parish Council meeting held on 9th March 2026, at 7.30pm at Morden Village Hall.
[bookmark: _Hlk103017901]
[bookmark: _Hlk8674439]Present: Councillors Mrs Alex Brenton (Chair), Mary Mathers (Vice-Chair), Louis Gearing, Maxine Clews, Christian Shepherd

Also Present:
Alison Clothier (Parish Clerk), Footpath Officer 

No members of the public were present.      

2026/020 Apologies
Cllr Brian Ash 

2026/021	Declarations of Interest 
There were none.

2026/022	Public Participation  
There was none.

2026/023	Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 12th January 2026
The minutes of the meeting for 12th January 2026 were approved.

2026/024	Matters Arising & Action Points from previous meetings
· Bench at burial ground – will be ordered in the spring.
· Open letter to Aster – An open letter was sent to Aster alongside letters from several other Dorset councillors. At recent planning meetings, developments that were expected to provide 40% affordable housing have been deemed financially unviable and the affordable housing has therefore not been built. It was noted that affordable housing should ideally be integrated within developments rather than provided as separate estates.
· Relocation of Pound Wall Noticeboard – no progress
· Updated quote for Finger post – An updated quote is awaited due to potential changes in pricing.
· Right of vehicular access to burial ground – no progress. Cllr Brenton meeting with the Drax Estate to discuss. 

2026/025	Planning Applications and Housing Matters
	
It was queried whether the wall at The Old Piggery was required to be reinstated to its original condition.

Action: Cllr Brenton to review the planning conditions.

The barns at West Morden Farm are currently deteriorating.


2026/026	Reports from the Dorset Councillors
Bus Improvement Plans are currently being prepared. Dorset Council has received a grant for this purpose, although the amount awarded was significantly lower than that received by Somerset and Wiltshire.
Community bus services currently operate two days per week, but recruitment remains difficult as the service relies heavily on volunteer or part-time drivers. Refresher driver training courses are being explored to help recruit additional drivers.
Chair’s March report 2026. 
Matters Ongoing
· Online banking for the Parish Council has still not been fully enabled despite submission of multiple forms and extended waiting times. Work will continue to resolve this.
· No useful response has yet been received from the Estate Office regarding the legal status of vehicular access to the burial ground.
· The bench for the burial ground has not yet been finally ordered.

A new footpath gate for Footpaths 19/20 at the Yankee Gate has been delivered and is currently stored in Cllr Brenton’s garden. Installation will require a suitable vehicle to transport it across the wet field and a team to assist with installation.

A new fingerpost for Neville’s Cross has been ordered from Roger Bond and should be available in May.

The A35 to Bloxworth access road is expected to reopen next week.

Although the village experienced recent extreme weather with little damage, the council may wish to consider preparations for future extreme weather events. This could include obtaining flood prevention supplies and updating the Emergency Plan.

Hedges are in good condition. The gully team have cleared a number of grips. Grit bins have been checked, filled, and cleared around, and plastic shovels have been installed in each bin. An invoice will be submitted.

Snowdrops on the village green are flowering, although they are not thriving. The Jubilee Oak plaque has fallen from its stand and is in poor condition. A more robust metal plaque may be considered.

Complaints have been received regarding dog fouling in the gateway and garden of Horseshoe Cottage and along Hector’s Lane. The council may wish to consider installing additional dog waste bins in West Morden and possibly East Morden or near the Cock & Bottle.

Permission has been requested to install a stone bird bath as a memorial for Rev. Hugh Maddox with a suitable inscription. A photograph and application have been received but approval is pending council discussion.

The burial ground will require a general tidy-up before Easter. Litter is increasing. A date should be arranged for a village litter pick.
2026/027	Village Reports
Morden Village Hall (MVH) 
The hall was unexpectedly busy in January and February and bookings are building up for the forthcoming months.
The main hall floor has been resurfaced and looks very smart.
The committee are exploring options to upgrade the heating system in the main hall.  The first quote for an air-to-air heat source solution was a lot higher than expected so other suppliers are being contacted and other solutions being considered.
The community lunches continue to be very busy.  Other events in the next few months include an Irish evening on Friday 20 March, Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday 4 April, Music Evening on Friday 17 April, Village Walk on Bank Holiday Monday 4 May.
The bench in memory of Myrtle Whitelock is still awaiting installation due to bad weather. The tree is ordered.
Church

The project to install toilets will not proceed at present as repairs to the bell tower must take priority.

2026/028	Governance Tasks 

i) To update on online banking arrangements – Online banking has now been registered but there are still technical issues. Cheques have been issued for this month, however future payments will be made online once the system is fully operational. Payments will be set up by the Clerk and approved by Cllr Mathers.
ii) To approve launch of.gov.uk email address and website and associated direct debit. The council approved the launch of a .gov.uk email address and website, together with the associated direct debit, with all in agreement. The photos on the draft website will be amended. Website yearly cost: £143.86 Emails Monthly cost: £2.99. Councillor email addresses will be investigated. 
iii) To approve IT Policy, Accessibility Statement and Privacy Notice – approved with all in agreement.
iv) To approve Risk Assessment and Asset Register – items raised from the risk assessment were the condition of the bench at Cock and Bottle and the telephone box at Whitefields. The Burial Ground gravestones are all secure. The Risk Assessment and Asset Register were approved.

2026/029	Financial Matters

See Appendix 1. All variances of 10% and over were examined including salary, defibrillator and grants. Grants and donations will be combined into one row. The accounts were noted and approved. 

Payments were authorised as follows:-


[image: ]


2026/030	Roads and Highways

No updates 

2026/031  To update on Emergency Plan and associated supplies
The primary risks identified were extreme weather and power outages.
The council discussed whether flood protection supplies should be purchased. It was noted that residents should also consider their own resilience measures, such as storm barriers.
Information from the Environment Agency could be distributed to residents and published on the parish website, potentially including a QR code linking to guidance.
Action: Cllr Brenton to access Environment Agency flooding advice leaflet
2026/032  To discuss the need for dog waste bins 
Concerns were raised about dog fouling in gateways and private gardens.
Possible locations for new dog waste bins include near the Cock & Bottle layby and in the Earnley Farm area. Dorset Council’s waste team will empty bins if they are located near a road.

Action: Clerk to investigate costs.

2026/033	Parking – New Lane

Parking difficulties on New Lane were discussed. It was suggested that shingle could be laid on the field to strengthen the ground to allow parking and reduce pressure on the road.

Action: Cllr Brenton to raise the proposal with the Drax Estate.

Aster have given notice that the garages are to be sold. Residents have raised concerns regarding potential increase in traffic and future use of the garages. It was suggested that residents could potentially purchase the garages collectively and manage them through a residents’ committee. Alternatively, the garages could be removed and replaced with parking spaces.

Action: Clerk and Cllr Brenton to write to Aster expressing concerns and requesting that residents be offered the opportunity to purchase the garages before they are placed on the open market.

Parking on New Lane remains difficult. One property has seven vehicles and there are three commercial vehicles regularly parked on the road.
It was suggested that polite notices could be placed on vehicles requesting considerate parking.

Action: Cllr Brenton to consult Dorset Council Parking Services for advice.
	

2026/034	Village Maintenance 
· The sign on the Village Green oak tree has fallen. Options for replacing the sign and stand will be investigated.
Action: Cllr Brenton to obtain quotes and Cllr Shepherd to construct a metal stand

· Footpath Improvements (Footpath Working Party Discussion): The new gate for the footpath will be installed as soon as possible. A 4x4 vehicle or tractor will be required to transport it across the field.

2026/035	Progress on Projects
		No updates.

2026/036	Tree Officer Report
 P/TRC/2026/00797 70 Horse Pond Lane East Morden BH20 7DP and 67 Higher Street East Morden BH20 7DR 
G1 Yew, Hazel and Hawthorn - Remove to ground level.
G2 Rear boundary hedge (located 67 Higher Street) - Reduce height to 7ft (to include all trees and shrubs)
	Permission approved by Dorset Council 

2026/037	Report and comments on Burial Ground (in advance)

Future of the Burial Ground
Quotes will be obtained for a hydrogeological report to support the planning application 
Action: Cllr Brenton to ask for details of local experts
It was noted that if the cost proves too high, the Parish Council may have to reconsider whether it can expand the burial ground.
Access
The right of access will be further investigated with the Estate.
Memorial Request – Rev Hugh Maddox
Permission was requested to install an engraved stone bird table as a memorial rather than a traditional headstone.
The council noted that the placement could create complications for grass cutting and could potentially set a precedent. However, members agreed to approve the request as a special circumstance, recognising Rev. Maddox’s longstanding service as the vicar of Morden. Permission was granted as a one-off exception.
Action: Cllr Brenton to inform family 

2026/038	Items for information


2026/039	AOB

· Guides Donation - It was agreed that the Guides would be encouraged to undertake fundraising. No funding is currently available from the Parish Council.

· CAB will arrange a visit to Morden.

2026/040	Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 11th May 2026 at 7.30 pm at Morden Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.50pm.


Signed……………………………………………………………………………………….Date……………………………….

Appendix 1 
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Morden Parish Council

Budget Monitoring for the year ended 31st March 2026

Description

2025/26 

Budget

Actual Balance

Receipts

Account Interest 84.46 84.46

Precept 5,000.00 5,000.00 0.00

CIL receipts 1,194.29 1,194.29

Burial Income 475.00 475.00

Grants 0.00

Misc income 0.00 0.00

VAT refunded 143.59 143.59

Total receipts 5,000.00 6,897.34 1,897.34 0.00

Payments

DAPTC Subs. + other subs 150.00 130.00 20.00

Insurance 500.00 277.00 223.00

Training 300.00 0.00 300.00

Wages - Clerk 1,200.00 1,947.82 (747.82)

Clerk Expenses  240.00 46.50 193.50

IT/Website 150.00 70.83 79.17

Rent 80.00 86.25 (6.25)

Grass cutting and maintenance  1,000.00 725.00 275.00

Audit fees 200.00 100.00 100.00

Contingencies 250.00 60.75 189.25

Election costs 500.00 0.00 500.00

Grants 100.00 400.00 (300.00)

Donations 200.00 0.00 200.00

Defibrillator 50.00 265.00 (215.00)

Parish Projects 1,000.00 304.20 695.80

Childrens Activities 300.00 0.00 300.00

Burial Ground 0.00 440.00 (440.00)

VAT 117.35 (117.35)

Total payments 0.00 6,220.00 4,970.70 1,249.30 0.00

Balance b/fwd from 31.03.23 33,558.69 Monies held in bank 36,266.72

Income to date 6897.34

40,456.03

Add:

Earmarked Reserves Income not cleared

Election costs 1,500.00 Less:

General Reserves (defibrillator, 

insurance excess, IT) 4,000.00 Cheques not cleared (781.39)

Burial Account 13,408.74

CIL 3,131.98

22,040.72 Earmarked funds (22,040.72)

Expenses for current year to date 4,970.70

4,970.70

Balance available not yet committed 13,444.61 General Reserve 13,444.61

0.00
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Date Payee Details Amount VAT

16.12.25 Lloyds Bank Service Charge £5.25

19.01.26 Lloyds Bank Service Charge £6.25

17.02.26 Lloyds Bank Service Charge £4.75

25.02.26 Wire and Wood Limited £271.20 45.2

09.03.26 CAB Annual Grant £100.00

09.03.26 Air Ambulance Annual Grant £100.00

09.03.26 Plus Bus Annual Grant £100.00

09.03.26 Alex Brenton Microsfot 365 Renewal £84.99 14.16

09.02.26 Morden Village Hall Rent of Rooms £67.50

09.03.26 Alison Clothier Clerk wages and expenses (January/February) £263.70

09.03.26 HMRC PAYE payment (February) £32.60

09.03.26 HMRC PAYE payment (March) £32.60

Total £1,068.84 £59.36

Marlow Gate
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Morden Parish Council

Reconciliation of Accounts

Balance b/fwd From 31.03.25 33558.69

Add: Income year to date 6897.34

Less: Expenditure to date 4970.70

Balance as at 28.02.26 35485.33

Funded by:

Burial Account 01566470 13408.74

Community Account 00156333 22857.98

36266.72

Add: Uncleared Income

09.03.26 CAB Annual Grant £100.00

09.03.26 Air Ambulance Annual Grant £100.00

09.03.26 Plus Bus Annual Grant £100.00

09.03.26 Alex Brenton Microsoft 365 Renewal £84.99

09.02.26 Morden Village Hall Rent of Rooms £67.50

09.03.26 Alison Clothier Clerk wages and expenses (January/February) £263.70

09.03.26 HMRC PAYE payment (February) £32.60

09.03.26 HMRC PAYE payment (March) £32.60

781.39

35485.33

Difference 0.00

Balance as at 28.02.26


