Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
7th June 2021
APPROVED MINUTES
	[bookmark: _Hlk76569499]Interests
	Present 



18.35
	Cllr A Sharp
Cllr M Ridley
Cllr G Ridley
Cllr J Hunter
Cllr T Christie
	Cllr J Elliott
Cllr M Hodgson
Cllr C Moore
Cllr I Stott
	Clerk – Mrs Susan Saunders
County Councillor – Cllr I Hutchinson
1 member of press.


	
	68/21
	Apologies for absence - Cllr M Forrest, Cllr M McGuire

	
	69/21
	Public Questions There were no questions.

	
	70/21
	Declarations of Interest 
The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes. 
Dispensation Requests to consider.
Cllr Sharp requested dispensation to speak on matters of Young & Sweet, Haltwhistle Partnership and Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre for 1 year.
Cllr G Ridley requested dispensation for Young & Sweet and Haltwhistle Partnership to vote and speak for 1 year.
Both were approved.
PROPOSED  Cllr M Ridley                     SECONDED Cllr J Hunter                             AGREED                                                                   

	
	71/21
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on:                                                       
Monday 10th May 2021 
PROPOSED  Cllr M Hodgson                     SECONDED Cllr G Ridley                          AGREED                                                                   

	
	72/21
	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda 
1. Education – Cllr Hutchinson will send the policy for 16-19 education and transport. This item will be deferred until July.
2. Ambulance – Cllr Sharp read out the minute (21/20)  from the meeting in February 2020 which the ambulance service attended. It explained that the criteria for collecting and dropping off patients was determined by the CCG. Members would like to invite representation to an autumn meeting for updates.

	
	73/21
	NCC- Cllr Hutchinson was given the position of Civic Head again.
 

	










	74/21
	1. Football Posts – members had a site visit as part of the risk assessment on positioning of football posts. 
Proposal: to ask to meet with Rospa, when they come to inspect the playparks, for advice.
PROPOSED  Cllr T Christie                     SECONDED Cllr G Ridley                          AGREED                                                                   
2. Bellister Bridge – The Council has been asked to leave some areas wild on the north side of the bridge, at the end of the estate. The grass cutting contract will be reviewed later this year and wild areas will be considered as part of the review. 
3. Orchard Gardens – Members looked at the fenced off area and found an entrance that can be used by residents and one into a private garden.
Proposal – to inform Linden Homes that the fence could be left standing as the area inside is in need of quite a lot of maintenance. The gate into the private garden will need to be blocked off as the area is for the use of residents of the estate only.
PROPOSED  Cllr A Sharp                    SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                          AGREED                                                                   
4. Pig Market – NCC have undertaken the cutting of this area for the rest of the summer. However, they are only cutting around the edges and creating pathways. It was agreed to see how this goes and then consider the future of this area when the contract is reviewed later in the year.
5. Treescape - The Council has put in a request to NCC for the Treescape grant to plant trees on either side of the road on the south side of Bellister Bridge. Volunteers will be required if the grant is successful. The council will look to organise a group of members and volunteers when the time comes. If the grant is awarded, clarity will be sought on who is ultimately responsible for continued maintenance of the trees. Trees have also been requested for Comb Hill play area as part of this grant.
6. Covid Monument -It has been suggested to create a book effect from a piece of stone.
Proposal –to agree on the recommendation of a book and the wording provided. The clerk is to obtain prices for stone and sculpture and ask NCC if the monument can be placed on the grass on the right hand side facing the gardens.
PROPOSED   Cllr J Elliott                     SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                          AGREED                                                                   
7. Cycle track – The grant application to Northumberland National Park has been submitted and will be considered in their second round.
Proposal – 
a. to proceed with obtaining tenders.
b. to begin refurbishment if current funding is sufficient or to defer to find out if grant funding is available from NNPA 
c. Clerk to circulate specification and then proceed with inviting tenders.
PROPOSED   Cllr M Ridley                     SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                         AGREED                                                                   
8. Planters outside Memorial Garden – NCC will be weed-killing the planters and have said the Town council can plant them up.
Proposal – to ask cemetery staff to plant and fill with soil, if required, using local plants wherever possible.
PROPOSED  Cllr M Hodgson                     SECONDED Cllr C Moore                          AGREED                                                                   
9. NIB Fund – there is money put aside for plants around the town.
Proposal – to give the clerk delegated powers for purchasing of plants etc.
PROPOSED  Cllr M Ridley                     SECONDED Cllr T Christie                         AGREED                                                                   
10. Meeting with Highways 28 June – The clerk is to ask if Neil Snowden would attend. Below is a list of considerations for the meeting:
a. Comb Hill – 20mph and speed bumps to be elongated.
b. Zebra Crossing to be changed to pedestrian crossing at Co-op.
c. Parking issues on Park Road and Tyne View Road – ask if there are any areas of land that could be asset transferred to the Town Council for extra parking or to erect garages.
d. The Zebra crossing currently at the far east of town, to be moved nearer the market place.
e. Consider 20mph in the whole town.
11. Land at Tyne – request to remove container. The council had a lease on this piece of land that expired a few years ago. The land was used by the football club which used a porta-cabin for the changing rooms. This has been left in a state of disrepair and NCC have asked that the Town Council have it removed. 
Proposal – to ask NCC, again, if the land could be asset transferred to the Council, and organise the removal of the container.
PROPOSED  Cllr J Elliott                    SECONDED Cllr T Christie                         AGREED                                                                   
12. Pressure washing bus shelters – Proposal to ask cemetery staff to undertake this task.
PROPOSED  Cllr M Ridley                     SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                       AGREED                                                                   
13. Seat inspections – members to be sent the seat list and to report any seats that they notice, in need of attention. The cemetery staff undertake inspection and repair annually too.
14. The Burn Field – The trees have been pollarded but unfortunately this exposed a tempting branch to swing off, over the embankment. The clerk was instructed to ask the contractor if he could remove this branch, which he has undertaken.
There also appeared to be some ‘rot’ left. The Contractor has explained that there are areas of decay and dysfunctional wood throughout the structure of both trees. This has now been managed, for the time being, with the heavy reduction of their crowns in the pollarding work that has been carried out. 


	
	75/21
	Representation Appointments
75/21.01 Haltwhistle and District Joint Burial Committee
Cllr G Ridley was nominated and accepted.
PROPOSED  Cllr A Sharp                     SECONDED Cllr T Christie                          AGREED                                                                   
75/21.02 Haltwhistle Partnership 
Cllr I Stott was nominated and accepted.
PROPOSED  Cllr A Sharp                   SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                          AGREED                                                                   

	
	76/21
	Policing in Haltwhistle  - no Report

	
	77/21
	Standing Orders
The following proposals were put forward for approval in the July meeting.
1. To increase the tender threshold for contracts from £5000 to £10,000.
PROPOSED  Cllr A Sharp                    SECONDED Cllr G Ridley                          AGREED                                                                   
2. To dispense with petty cash.
PROPOSED  Cllr T Christie                     SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                          AGREED                                                                   
3. To approve all regular, statutory or contractual payments at the January budget meeting unless there is a change to the amount during the year. This would result in not having to include them on the payment list each month.
PROPOSED  Cllr M Ridley                     SECONDED Cllr T Christie                          AGREED 
The clerk will clarify section 11.c, regulations on contract finder website.                                                                  

	

	78/21

	Planning Applications
21/01489 – Installation of pod – Herding Hill
Support
PROPOSED Cllr G Ridley                               SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                  AGREED                                                                   

	
	
	78/21.01 Determined and Other Planning Matters 
21/00358 – Herding Hill variation of condition 4 -GRANTED
21/00419 – Post Office change of use of sorting office - GRANTED
Northumberland Local Plan – consultation on modifications

	












































	79/21
	Reports on Financial Matters
[image: Diagram

Description automatically generated]The payments were approved with £30 gift voucher for the internal auditor as it was undertaken pro bono.
PROPOSED Cllr T Christie                 SECONDED Cllr C Moore                                    AGREED                                                                   
79/21.04 Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure as at 31st May 2021. - Noted     
                                                                  

	
	80/21
	Other Financial Matters
80/21.01 Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2020/2021     
80/21.02 To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor.
The report was approved and members were impressed at the detail that had been undertaken.
PROPOSED  Cllr A Sharp                     SECONDED Cllr T Christie                      AGREED                
80/21.04 To approve the draft annual accounts for 2020/2021                     Appendix 5
80/21.05 To approve the Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variance	
The above points were approved. The clerk and the chair signed the AGAR and the notice of rights will be put on the website and the notice board.
PROPOSED  Cllr M Ridley                     SECONDED Cllr I Stott                          AGREED                                                                   

80/21.06 General Power of Competence 
The Council approved the GPOC
PROPOSED  Cllr J Elliott                    SECONDED Cllr G Ridley                          AGREED                                                                   

	
	84/21
	It was proposed to take items 81-83 at the end.
Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee Report and resolutions arising     
Proposal: Haltwhistle Town Council support the withdrawal of Melkridge Parish Council if they are legally allowed after consultation with Northumberland County Council and, if there is no extra cost to The Burial Committee and the other parishes other than an increase in their percentage share increase.
PROPOSED  Cllr J Elliott                    SECONDED Cllr G Ridley                          AGREED                        

	
	85/21
	Correspondence received since last Council meeting  - Noted                             

	
	81/21
	Westlands Incident to consider and discuss related matters, with resolutions arising
To consider a resolution to exclude the public and accredited representatives of newspapers from the following item relevant to a subject which affects the Council’s area.

Resolution
“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.”

This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item.
PROPOSED  Cllr M Ridley                    SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                         AGREED
A confidential minute was taken                        

	
	82/21
	Report from Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre 
82/21.01 The Burn Field Village Green – no report has been received.

	
	83/21
	Comb Hill Wetpour contract to approve contractor
Only one tender has been received so, it was agreed to extend the deadline and consider at the next meeting.                       

	
	86/21

	Dates and times of next meetings
Town Council Meeting - Monday 5th July 2021
Monthly Council meeting from 6.30pm in Room 3, Haltwhistle Library.
Monday 28th June – Grounds Meeting.
The meeting closed at 8.45pm
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