COMMUNITY SPIRIT STRIKES AGAIN

When | appealed in the January edition for help with producing Hothfield News, | honestly thought | would get two or three
volunteers for the eight jobs on offer. Instead | got sixteen — and more still coming in!

Perhaps it was the sob story about my heart attack that did it, but | don’t think so. | think it's because Hothfield is what | call a
Proper Village, a place where neighbours are always willing to help each other out.

A fact for which, believe me, volunteers, | couldn’t possibly be more grateful. HGB

We had a
Super Blood
Wolf Moon
in January,
and of

course
Val Butcher
was out

there
at 5am to
capture it.
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Saturday 6th April Hothfield Honey
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Makes an ideal gift

Teams of 6 people (8 at a squeeze) Small (80z/227g) £3.50

Bring your own drinks .
Call (01233) 625 942 to reserve Call Sheila: 01233 624105
X hothfieldhoney@outlook.com



Services at Saint Margaret’s

Sunday 3 February Presentation of Christ in the Temple
1 1.00 The Eucharist
A Service of Holy Communion in modern English, with hymns

Sunday 10 4 before Lent
11.00 Matins
Morning Prayer from the Book of Common Prayer, with hymns

Sunday |7 Septuagesima
11.00 The Eucharist
A Service of Holy Communion in modern English, with hymns

Sunday 24 Sexagesima
H4; an informal service for all the family

SUTTON VALENCE CHORAL SOCIETY SUNDAY
with the Beresford Sinfonia 10TH FEBRUARY

6-00PM IN

MESSIAH | g
METHOD-

ROCHESTER ISt
CATHEDRAL cHtiRen

ECUMENICAL
Saturday March 2nd SERVICE
7.30pm A TIME OF UPDATE
with Sofia Larsson Edward Grint ON
Timothy Clifjord Hill Clijjord Lister OPEN DOORS
'\ | ANDPRAYERS FOR
conductor Bryan Gipps PERSECUTED
CHRISTIANS
S TEREE = ‘% 1| WORLDWIDE

TICKETS £20 & £12.00 from members or
www.suttonvalencechoral.com ALL WELCOME

HOTHFIELD NEWS

is edited, printed and published by Hedley Grenfell-Banks, financed by Hothfield Parish Council
and distributed free to every house in the village by a dedicated band of volunteers.
Email hothfieldnewsletter@tiscali.co.uk telephone 421149
Available on line at http://www.hothfield.org.uk/news_letter.html
The deadline for the March 2019 issue is 20 February. Letters and articles for publication are
always welcome. Advertising is free to businesses working in, or for, the Parish of Hothfield.
Email the Editor for information on advertising prices for outside companies.

SAINT MARGARET’S CHURCH ;.
Rector: Rev. Canon Sheila Cox 01233 712598 Churchwardens Hedley Grenfell-Banks 01233 421149, Malcolm Wood 01233 623090 T



Air Ambulance

Kent Surrey Sussex
Book a free talk about
our life-saving work

Would you like one of our volunteer speakers to visit? If you are a member
of a local group, club or society, then you can book a talk with us - free of
charge.

Our volunteer will talk about how we work, innovate and save lives. It
promises to be an interesting and inspiring meeting for your members,
whilst enabling us to raise vital awareness of our charity.

If you would like to hear more about us, then we would love to hear from
you. Get in touch now to book a talk at a time and place that suits you.

01634 471900 + talks@aakss.org.uk

Please note that our presentation is only suitable for audience members over the age of 16

Who's making Bina cross?

| was in the Post Office the other day, and saw a most unu-
sual sight. Bina, normally so even-tempered, was looking wor-
ried and, frankly, angry.

It turns out that some clown has decided that the Patels’
garden is a handy rubbish dump; they’ve been tipping their
garbage over the fence, presumably because it’'s too much
effort to walk a few yards to the public bin.

You might imagine it would be kids doing this, but kids don’t
usually have empty baked bean tins and general household
refuse to dispose of. It’s not a seven-year-old doing this, it’s an
adult with the social skills of a seven-year-old.

Whatever. The only thing to say to this revoltingly idle per-
son is:

For Heaven’s sake, GROW UP!

15 Charing Scout Group
,‘ * \‘{},_
BIVES cubs” scouTts®

Terry Lister, Group Scout Leader,
Ist Charing Scout Group

With the new year we are thinking about our pro-
grammes for the year. We want to ensure that our young
people are exposed to an interesting and challenging range
of activities that are also fun. Cubs are exploring world reli-
gions and festivals. Chinese New Year should be fun. Scouts
are working on their DIY badge and are making a few useful
extras for our new headquarters.

gsl_charingscoutgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0774 8818660 01233 712981

Advance Notice:
Hothfield manor centre

JUMBLE S5A&LE

HOTHFIELD VILLAGE HALL
SATURDAY 13TH APRIL 2019
14.00 - 15.30

We hope you will support us and help us raise funds
for our clients to have extra activities and trips

For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield Parish Council, please either see the
noticeboard outside the village shop or visit www.hothfield.org.uk
PLEASE NOTE: The email address for the Parish Council is

now parish.clerk@bhothfield.org.uk

VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY

January Draw

Ist prize  £25.25 no. 42
2nd prize £15.15 no. 157
3rd prize £10.10 no. 73

Cost to enter: only £1 per draw,
£12 per year or £6 for six months.
Collect a form from HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE

Village Hall e

Regular Activities :

Mondays  Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Tuesdays  West Coast Swing Dancing 8. to 10.30pm.
Wednesdays Hothfield Play-Days
a soft play session for children
under 5 and their parents
Dog Training 5.30-9pm
Squad 26 Youth Club 6.30 to 8.30pm.
Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.
Rugby Tots 9-11.45am.

To book the Village Hall for your Parties,
Get-togethers, etc.,

please ring Paul on 07719 227542,

or email hothfieldhall@outlook.com

Or visit www.hothfieldhall.online

Thursdays
Fridays
Saturday

Prices: Village £10 per hour,
Outside Village £12.50/hour

All Day Hire - Village £175.00
(£175.00 deposit required).

All Day Hire — Outside Village
(£250.00 deposit)

Children's Birthday £35.00 first 4 hours,
then at hourly rate. (£25.00 deposit required).

£250.00



http://www.hothfield.org.uk
mailto:Parish.clerk@hothfield.org.uk

FEBRUARY ON HOTHFIELD HEATHLANDS*

Why is there heathland at
Hothfield? Because of the
sandy soil (Folkestone Beds)
and underlying clay
(Sandgate Beds). Sand s
inert, free draining so can’t
hold on to nutrients, dries
out in summer, is easily
eroded. In places the clay
creates an impervious pan
preventing water from
draining away and bog or
fen results from the partial
decay of plant and animal
material.  As living things
create order out of disorder
in even the most inhospita-
ble environment, each soil
type becomes colonised by
the plants that are adapted
to the available level of an-
chorage and sunlight, of
water, air and accessible
nutrients in the soil and
conditions for root growth.
The mutually dependent
micro-organisms, insects,
birds and animals adapted to
these specialist conditions
follow.

Encroaching
scrub, animal

trees and
and human

activity including air pollu-
tion, all gradually alter soil

composition, usually enrich-
ing it. Warden lan Rickards
explains: “Low nutrient in
the soil are incredibly im-
portant for a heathland, as
nutrients increase it be-
comes more attractive for
more vigorous plants and
grasses which then out-
compete the rare fragile
plants like heath spotted
orchid, hare bell, sundew
and lousewort. When we
have machines available we
carry out scrapes, taking off
the top layer of nutrient
enriched soil, often domi-
nated by stinging nettles and
willow herbs, to reveal the
poor sandy soil beneath.
This  will then get re-
colonised by the heathland
plants.”

One sunny sandy scrape
near the old football field is
now early-stage heathland,
with just ground-hugging
plants but much insect and
micro-organism activity.
Scrapes made in the more
nutrient-rich fen in autumn
2018 will colonise more
quickly. Bare soil is also
space for reptiles to bask

on, beetles to hunt across,
and bees and wasps to dig
into for nests. Plus the myr-
iad invisible burrowers aer-
ating, breaking down and
transferring dead plant and
animal material or just hiber-
nating, a niche habitat just
below your feet.

lan continues: “We often
use the scraped material to
improve the paths and trails
around the reserve. It is
understandable that visitors
will want to avoid wet and
muddy paths, and will often
walk on the edges or create
new routes. It is easy to see
how this damages the heath-
land vegetation, with heather
being particularly sensitive to
trampling.”  (Heather can
grow for up to 40 years and
all stages of growth are es-
sential to different insects.
MT) “Very quickly paths get
wider and wider, or new
paths become established
with the solid blocks of
heather becoming divided up
into smaller and smaller are-
as. Improving the paths is
hard work and done with
spades, wheel barrows and
our wonderful team of vol-
unteers. When visiting you
can make a big difference,
please stay on the main es-
tablished paths and wear
footwear suitable for putting
up with the muddy sections
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we haven’t been able to im-
prove.”

Hothfield Heathland is
open to everyone.
Please keep dogs in
check especially around
children and animals,
and clean up including
in the Triangle com-
partment. Trails are
signposted and marked
on entrance maps,
along with the location
of livestock. The no-
ticeboard down the
main slope from the
Cade Road car park
gives recent wildlife
sightings. For  email
alerts on the location of
the livestock on Hoth-
field contact lan Rick-
ards on 01622 662012 /
ian.rickards@kentwildlif
e.org.uk.

If you would like to
come and join us on
one of our volunteer
task days, we will be
out on Sunday 10" Feb-
ruary, starting at |0am,
baked potatoes provid-
ed!

Margery Thomas

-~ .

help us keep it that way

The aim of our dedicated team of volunteers is to
protect ocur unique Wealden towns, villages and
countryside from the effects of damaging and
unsuitable development, preserving its charm
and character for future generations fo enjoy.

We welcome active members to help us with

a range of activities, from scrutinising planning
applications to organising events. If, ike us, you care
about the Weald, please get in touch and get involved.

wkps

weald ot kent pretection saciety

find out mare:



mailto:ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk
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Hothfield History Society

Fun Quiz Night
and Hearty Supper

Saturday 6 April,
Hothfield Village Hall

Come along to our fun quiz night and hearty supper on 6™
April. The supper will comprise a choice of homemade tasty
dishes with something for everyone including a vegetarian op-
tion. Tickets cost £6 per person (£3 for under twelves) and
are available from Hothfield Post Office. Teams of six people
(eight at a cosy squeeze) or come along and join in with oth-
ers. Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm start. Please bring your
own drinks and glasses. There will also be a raffle with some
great prizes including fabulous hampers, wonderful Sunday
lunch at The Swan at Little Chart
and at The Black Horse at Pluckley,
pitch and putt tickets at Great
Chart Golf and Leisure, bottles of
wine and more.

If you would like to reserve tick-
ets or have an enquiry, please call
01233 625942, leave a message and
we'll get back to you as soon as we
can.  Proceeds shared between
Hothfield Village Hall and Hothfield
History Society.
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LONGACRES

GARDEN CENTRE
BYBROOK BARN

p

Long?

Cres

Qur experienced team of
qualified florists pride
themselves on providing
exceptional service
whatever your budget or
occasion.

* Weddings

* Funerals

* Special Occasions

* Birthdays & Anniversaries
* Corporate & Events

Longacres has a well
stocked fresh flower shop
with every colour and
bloom imaginable. We also
offer an interesting range of
sundries, craft materials,
glass vases and containers.

LONGACRES GARDEN CENTRE

Bybrook Barn, Cemetery Lane,
Ashford, Kent, TN24 917

T. 01233 631 959
E. bybrook@longacres.co.uk
W. longacres.co.uk
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BoileréJuice.com*
a

THE SMART WAY TO BUY CHEAPER HEATING OIL

fa UK's #1 Independent Heating Oll Marketplace
" Over 1 milllon orders delivered since 2004

(0800151 3135
..1, "

-

(\"‘

Spread Your Grouped Order Express Deliveries
Payments Savings Available
Deposit as little as £10 per Encourage friends, family If you need your order
month with our free, or neighbours in the same quicker we have various
flexible monthly saving postcode, to order on the Express and Emergency
plan, same day to save! Delivery options.

Professional, Experienced, Reliable Animal Carer
Professional Pet Services:
Dog Walking
Pet Pop-in’s
Home Sitting
Livestock Husbandry

ALL ANIMALS CATERED AND CARED FOR
07753 194 801

www.more-than-paws.co.uk

more-than-paws@hotmail.com

Previously named Lara’s Pet Services

GREAT
QUALITY
& VALUE

1 0 HELORISTRY
OFF* promo

Get 10% off*
cut flowers,
bouquets and
crafts in store

VOUCHER VALID IN-STORE
AT LONGACRES BYBROOK
BARN ONLY

*Excludes Wedding, Funeral,
Contracts & Events Flowers

Voucher may only be used
once ¢ No photocopies

e One voucher per person

* One voucher per transaction

Code: LA.PM.18

“« VALID UNTIL
30™ JUNE 2019

LONGACRES GARDEN CENTRE
Bybrook Barn,Cemetery Lane,
Ashford, Kent, TN24 9J7



Learn Italian in Kent

The site for private Italian tuition in
the mid-Kent area.

Whether you are interested in simply learning the basics for a
holiday in Italy, need help in preparing for GCSE or AS/A2 cxams,
would like to improve and update your current knowledge for use in
the Italian work market, or simply have a passion for Italian
language and culture, individually tailored courses can be created
focussing on your own specific learning needs. Tuition is offered by
PGCE and CLTA qualified, native speaker tutor, with over 15 years’
experience teaching Italian to adults of all backgrounds.

For more information on courses, areas covered and tuition fees,
please go to www.learnitalianinkent.co.uk

c NATIONAL
J ENGRAVERS

More than just engravers

° LABELS®*AWARDS®SIGNSe TROPHIES

Ford Mill
The Street
Little Chart
TN27 0QA

01233 840999
www.national-engravers.co.uk

Hairdressing student
Offers simple cuts, foils,
colours etc. in your own

home. Call Shannon on
01233613821.
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Hothfield
PProstdot
OFffice

The very heart and centre of our village
There's always a welcome and a friendly face at

Hothfield Post
Office Stores

Opening Times
Sunday 0900 - 1200 Pest Office closed
Monday 0700 — 1300, 1400 - 1800
Tuesday 0700 - 1300
Wednesday 0700 — 1300, 1400 — 1800
Thursday 0700 — 1300, 1400 - 1800
Friday 0700 - 1300, 1400 ~ 1800

Saturday 0800 — 1300, 1400 - 1800 PO morning only

YBY

PHOTOGRAPHY

Drone Photography & Filming Services

www.flybyphotography.co.uk

facebook.com/flybykent




CHARING GARDENERS SOCIETY
TALKS & SHOWS 2019

www.charinggardeners.org.uk and follow us on Facebook
Any enquiries please contact — Heather 01233 635777

Here are our events for the first part of the year — please come and join us.
Entrance to our talks is £2 for members and £3 for non-members and includes refreshments. Everyone wel-
come.

Membership of the society is just £3 a year which includes a 60-page annual of our events, articles and show
schedules, free entry to member only events and discounts at various local businesses. Annual membership
renewal is now due.

Monday 21st January - 2pm- Church Barn, Charing

“The Winter Garden” Hilary Newman, M.Hort (RHS).

The talk covers a mix of flowers, foliage, fruit and bark which all give interest in the winter garden. Also, winter tasks and warnings
(weather precautions for tender plants), winter pruning, glasshouse maintenance and other preparations for the spring.

Saturday |6th February - 2pm — Church Barn, Charing
“Weather Lore — Fact or Fiction” lan Currie, weatherman, speaker and editor of Weather Eye Magazine.
” An amusing and informative talk for gardeners and all other folk!”

Wednesday |3th March — 7.30pm — Church Barn, Charing
“The Gardens of the Impressionists”. Martin Heard. Monet and the other impressionists as gardeners and painters of gardens in
the context of the craze in France for horticulture as a middle-class leisure activity.

Martin is an independent art historian who lecturers and gives short courses on art, architecture, cultural
and garden history.

Saturday 6™ April — 2pm — Parish Hall, Station Rd, Charing

“Spring Show” — Our first show of the year. Please see our website for the schedule. Entries to be staged by
I'1.15am for judging. Classes for flowers, pot plants, veg, fruit, floral art, cookery, handicrafts and children’s
classes. Entry free.

Wednesday |7th April — 7.30pm — Church Barn, Charing

“Small Meadows for Gardeners”. Maureen Rainey from Kent Wildlife Trust. Everyone seems to want a wild-
flower meadow, but in a small garden making one can prove difficult. Gardeners want their plot to look good
all year round, the site conditions might not be suitable. Meadows require a lot of management. But don’t
give up, there are lots of things you can do in even the smallest space to replicate a meadow type habitat and
still have an attractive garden which will give you lots of pleasure.

More dates to follow for the rest of the year

TRADITIONAL MOLE CATCHING

Mobile Hairdresser

m\sﬁ Providing friendly Service -
k2 Affordable prices without

"

leaving your home R D

(NO POISONS USLED)

KATHILEEN PENTLEY

ntact Sarah-Jayne 07545 460270

01622 891062 07789301502

kpentley@holeymoleykent.co.uk £ A ’



http://www.charinggardeners.org.uk

ALUINT JEMIMA’S THINGS YOU REALLY
OUGHT TO KNOW BY NOW

If you’re too open-minded, your brains will fall out.
Don’t worry about what people will think; they don’t do it very often.
It isn't the jeans that make your bottom look fat.

Artificial intelligence is no match for natural stupidity.
No evidence supports the notion that life is serious.

It is easier to get forgiveness than permission.
If you look like your passport picture, you probably need the holiday.
Bills travel through the post at twice the speed of cheques.

Eat well, stay fit, die anyway.

Men are from earth. Women are from earth. Deal with it.
No man has ever been shot in the process of doing the dishes.
A balanced diet is a biscuit in each hand.
Middle age is when broadness of the mind and narrowness of the waist change places.

Opportunities always look bigger going than coming.

By the time you can make ends meet, the ends have moved.
Junk is something you've kept for years and throw away three days before it's needed.
There is always one more imbecile than you counted on.
Experience is a wonderful thing. It enables you to recognise a mistake when you make it again.

STAY SAFE during Severe Winter Cold

STAY PUT - STAY SAFE - STAY WARM ... but if you need
to be out, then
e Plan! Don't get caught out in the first
place. Be informed and heed severe weather warnings
(Met Office);
e Stock Supplies. You might be caught out for sev-
eral days with no power and no heat. You must stock
enough Food for Survival and have your Emergency

Plan and Emergency Kits in place.

Minimize cold exposure, avoid hypothermia. Get out of the
elements as soon as possible, shelter, stay warm. See vide-
os on hypothermia, know the signs, e.g. on YouTube.

e if you are stranded in a vehicle in severe weath-
er, safety experts recommend:

Move your car off the roadway as far as you safely
can; turn on warning flashers, call for help, put on a
high visibility vest, use an emergency beacon and oth-
er essentials from your winter car kit to secure your
vehicle and location.

Make a reasoned judgement about whether to stay or
abandon your vehicle. Consider factors like your health,
clothing and supplies, distance to nearest help, likeli-
hood of your vehicle being hit while you shelter inside
etc. It is generally recommended to stay with your car if
you think help will come within a reasonable timeframe.

If you decide to abandon your car, leave a note in the
window with your contact information. Take your most
valuable items with you including all personal infor-
mation. Set the emergency brake and lock the doors.

Don’t fall for this scam

Information about your TV
Licence

TV Licensing
Official

Dear

Oops! Something went
wrong with your payment.

We're sorry to let you know
that the TVLicense could
not be automatically
renewed.

Renew your licence before
it expires on 16 January
2018 to remain legally
licensed.

If you don't keep up with
your payments, we may be
forced to cancel your
licence or pass your details
to a debt collection agency.

How to pay?

Making a payment is easy
- just follow the steps
below:

Yours sincerely.

Date
14 January 2019
Mon - Fri: 8:30am
- 8:00pm,
Saturday: 8:30am
- 4:00pm

T V Licensing details

Exp date: 15/01/2019
00:00

TVL No:

Time (2) days
Remaining:

Ref:

Number of 1
Licenses:

Your Personal Details

Primary
Email:

Registration:
Payment Method

Credit Card: Visa/MasterCard
Yes claims bonus

Number of 08
points

Reduction: %20

TVL Digital Broadcast Service Team



http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/public/weather/warnings
http://evaq8.co.uk/Food-For-Survival.html
http://evaq8.co.uk/Personal-Emergency-Plan.html
http://evaq8.co.uk/Personal-Emergency-Plan.html
http://evaq8.co.uk/How-to-build-your-own-kit.html
http://evaq8.co.uk/SHELTER.html
http://evaq8.co.uk/Winter-Driving.html

