MINUTES OF SHELDWICH BADLESMERE & LEAVELAND PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 6TH MAY 2025 IN BADLESMERE VILLAGE HALL.
Meeting opened at 8.02pm.

Present.  Councillors Harbour, Austin, Scutt, O’Carroll, Brookes, Britton and PC James Tancock.

Apologies.  Received from Cllr Blythin and Cllr Rich Lehmann (KCC & SBC).

Absent. 
Cllr Gould (SBC).
											25/38

There were no declarations of changes in pecuniary interests or of specific items on the agenda.
											
25/39

Approval of April 2025 Minutes.
The minutes were approved by the parish council as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.
											25/40

Matters Arising.
It was confirmed that one gateway had been installed North bound.  It was unanimously agreed that the parish council are not happy with the village signs as the sizing is minimal.  It was also noted that there are six signs and there should be eight and it would appear that two signs are missing from Leaveland.  Cllr Brookes had been informed by PC Tancock that that the issue concerning the dogs at North Street was not a Police issue and would need to be escalated to the RSPCA.

Action:  Clerk to add the Highway Improvement plan to the June agenda.
Action:  Clerk to locate the minutes relating to the purchase and discussion of the Village Gateways and circulate to all councillors.
																							25/41
Kent Police Beat Officer – Report.
PC James Tancock attended the meeting with a colleague.  PC Tancock introduced himself and informed the parish council that there had been a theft from a motor vehicle in Sheldwich where fuel was stolen from the vehicle.
PC Tancock also informed the parish council that Kent Police received a phone call from a local resident to the Badlesmere area reporting they had received a suspicious call from someone pretending to be a police officer from Faversham police station making enquiries into a suspicious transaction.  The caller who reported this thought it was suspicious so ended the call.  Kent Police will never ask victims of fraud to move money, take money out or ask for gift cards.  
PC Tancock shared his contact details with the parish council.
Cllr Brookes informed the parish council that after discussions with PC Tancock it was highlighted that there had been an increase in hare coursing and if any residents have any suspicions they are advised to call 999 quoting Galileo where they will then be put through to the direct line for Hare coursing crime.

											25/42


Citizens Advice Donation Request.
A letter was received from Citizens Advice Bureau asking for a donation towards operating costs for the coming year.  This was discussed and Cllr Austin confirmed that the Citizens Advice Bureau are busier now than before and believes they give valuable advice.  The parish council unanimously agreed to increase the historical donation given by 10% which would give a total donation value of £55.  This was proposed by Cllr O’Carroll and seconded by Cllr Britton.

Action:  Clerk to place Citizens Advice Bureau donation on June agenda for payment.
Action:  Clerk to email Citizens Advice Bureau to confirm donation offered.
											25/43

Finance.
A payment was raised on Unity Trust by the parish clerk for councillors to approve in respect of the clerk salary.  The clerk’s salary is added as an agenda item to simply arrange approval.  The payment was approved and authorised.
It was noted by Cllr Austin that the current process on Unity Trust is that the clerk sets up the payment and then one councillor approves the payment however, triple authorisation is required where the parish clerk raises the payment and Cllr Austin and Cllr Scutt then log on to the bank to approve the payment after the parish meeting.	

Action:  Clerk to contact Unity Trust Bank to set up triple authorisation.										
25/44

Planning.
None.

											25/45

Review of Actions.
*  Clerk to email Jennie Watson to confirm when the Village Gateways will be installed – Actioned, Jennie confirmed should be April but will email with more definitive information when available.
*  Cllr Austin to draft Highway Improvement Plan incorporating the Strategic Plan – Will be discussed at the June meeting.
*  Clerk to draft a letter to Cllr Rich Lehmann (KCC & SBC) to request that the removal of the gateway created by the hedge removal on land bordering the A251 in North Street and the removal of the caravan is actioned urgently – Complete, awaiting response.
*  Clerk to chase the March Kent Police report and circulate to all councillors – Complete.
*  Clerk to write to Sheldwich Primary School offering the parish councils support with regards to ongoing parking issues – Complete.
*  Clerk to draft a letter to Cllr Rich Lehmann (KCC & SBC) asking for double yellow lines outside the school and the re painting of the school zig zags – Complete.  Jennie Watson responded and requested that this request be placed on the Highway Improvement Plan.
*  Clerk to write to PCSO to request that more enforcement activity is undertaken to stop dangerous and inconsiderate parking outside the school – Complete.
*  Chairman to look into Parish Online and report back to the parish council – Chairman looked into this and confirmed relates to mapping software.  The Chairman will have another look into this to confirm what it is for before the parish council decide to cancel any subscriptions.
											
Meeting Closed at 8.53pm

Next meeting to be held in Badlesmere Village Hall at 8pm on 3rd June 2025.

Signed:
Dated:
