North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held in St Aidan’s
Community Centre, Brunton Park on Wednesday 18 September 2019

Present: Councillor    Agnew (Chairman)
              Councillors:, Gray, Hay, Henning, Loftus, Mears, 
                                   Phillipson and Robinson. 

In attendance:   I Humphries   - Clerk
                          Cllr Ashby      - Newcastle City Council
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	Apologies for absence 
Apology for absence were received from councillors Cooke and Duell.  

Minutes       
The minutes of the meeting held on 17 July were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

Matters arising from the previous meeting
1. Members noted that reinstatement of grassed areas on Great North Road was to a very poor standard. The City Council Area Manager was to look into a number of such issues raised by Parish Councillors.
1. The cost of repairing old benches was likely to be prohibitive and not cost effective. The broken bench had been replaced by the City Council.
1. The 46A bus service had been reinstated since the start of the new school term and was expected to resolve the overcrowding on the Q3. Members discussed a number of related issues and were provided with contact details should they wish to report issues regarding Arriva services.
1. The question of key access on Gilwell Way would be discussed at the October meeting.


Police Matters
In the absence of any police representation, the Chair confirmed that a meeting was to be held relating to the Speed-watch scheme and he would be attending.


Correspondence
Members received an email requesting a litter bin at the bus Shelton north of Melton Park. Members noted that the volunteer litter-picker may be able to quantify the volume of litter in that area which may help the city council in its review of litter bin provision across the city.



Street Name Plates
Members noted that a list of those name plates needing repair or replacing had been provided to the city Council.

General Power of Competence
The Chair identified the additional powers available to Parish Councils to replace services otherwise provided by the primary local authority as something to think about in the future. Members agreed that it was not to be pursued now. However, Members commented on the poor service being provided by the City Council and in particular lack of or delayed responses to correspondence with officers in certain departments. The Chair undertook to write to the Chief Executive at the City Council.


Financial Matters
The following payments were approved –          
                                                                              £
1. HMRC                                                      80.00
1. Clerk (SO)                                              320.00
1. Robertson (SO)                                      464.42


Planning Matters
Members considered the following planning applications and commented as recorded. 
	2019/1144/01/LDC
	36 Westwood Road: lawful development cert. for single storey extension to rear
	Noted

	2019/00406/NPA
	7 Kirkwood Place: erection of single storey extension to rear
	Noted

	2019/1063/01/DET
	7 Belmount Avenue: porch extension to front elevation.
	No objection

	2019/0985/01/TRE
	Northern football Club: Tree work to various protected trees.
	No objection

	2019/0947/01/DET
	34 Westwood Road: Erection of first floor extension
	No objection

	2019/0918/01/DET
	11 Beverley Close: erection of garage extension to front with pitch roof and canopy.
	No objection

	
	
	




Other Issues
1. Members noted tree work was necessary and that urgent action was to be taken.
1. To was noted that the Rotary Club were seeking sites to plant crocus bulbs. Members suggested top of Greenfield Road, Brunton Lane cycle track and Great North Road, Brunton Lane to North Brunton interchange.
1. Members were advised of a proposal to plant trees to mark the anniversary of the end of the second World War and the need to identify appropriate sites. Local schools and golf clubs were suggested.
1. Concern was expressed regarding the grass cuttings left on paths following City Council grass cutting.
1. The No Entry sign for Melton Park/Glamis Avenue had still not been replaced
1. Members noted the speeding of taxis and buses on GNR between Brunton Lane and Polwarth Drive.
1. Cyclists were a hazard for those exiting Melton Park.
1. Members noted planning enforcement action was being undertaken regarding a property in Fetherstone Grove.
1. Northumbria Water were undertaking an Awareness campaign regarding mis-connection and would be in Brunton Park the following day. 

Date of next meeting
Wednesday 16 October 2019 at 7.00pm





