


Shilbottle Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of Shilbottle Parish Council held on
Wednesday 12 January 2022
In The Haven Community Room

· The Chair, Councillor Mrs Haddow welcomed everyone to the meeting and wished everyone a very Happy New Year.
· Present were: Councillors Aitchison and Storey and Councillors Mrs Douglas, Haddow, Robertson and The Clerk Daniel Metcalf, also County Councillor Thorne.
· Apologies for Absence were received from Councillors Elliott and Huggins and Councillors Mrs Hood, Lewis and Taylor.
·  There were no declarations of interest
· Minutes of meeting held on 8 December 2021 were proposed and seconded and unanimously approved.
· Matters arising for discussion were covered as Agenda items.

· Correspondence  -
· Correspondence with NCC over Freedom of Information. There had as yet been no further information, therefore the Clerk was asked to write to the Chief Executive for an explanation. 
· Correspondence with Gethyn Edmunds re wind turbine had been informative and Mr Edmunds had been extremely helpful. Councillor Mrs Haddow had thanked him for his assistance. Mr Edmunds had subsequently sent photographs of the blade. Councillor Mrs Robertson had raised the issue at the Community Hall and was assured all appropriate safety measures had been taken.
· Letter of thanks from GNAA for the annual donation of £100
· Greaves Grindle, our accountants had been informed of the Clerk’s pay rise of £6 per week.
·  Councillor Mrs Haddow had sent Christmas Cards to former Chair and all current Councillors and employees.
· Email from Leah Woods re seat. Mrs Haddow had suggested a rainbow seat in the play area in remembrance of all children who had died in recent times. This could tie in with Platinum Jubilee celebrations. Further discussions would take place at the Jubilee meetings.
· Email from Northumberland Estates re development at Grange Road. Details will be placed on Notice Board, shop and Post Office. Questionnaires will be available from the Haven in the coming weeks.


Finance: The following accounts  for October will be presented for approval 
Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees					£621.78
Daniel Metcalf – increase in wages and cemetery fees	( R W )		£80.00
Alastair Kidd	-play areas	 					£183.00


Incomings
There were None
Planning
None received. However, Councillor Mrs Robertson had seen a NCC notice pinned to a pole giving details of a proposed development at Viewfields. The Clerk checked and he had not received any information. Councillor Storey will check with County.
Finance Committee  -  Date for meeting to discuss 2022/2023 priorities was agreed for 1.30 p.m. Wednesday 19th January.

·  Feedback on play areas - 			 Councillor Huggins to continue liaising  with Alastair Kidd. At present there were no problems identified.  Councillor Storey and his father had spent several hours before Christmas transporting, sawing and bolting sleepers at the Welfare play area. Over 50% of the work had been done. Good weather before the end of the month will see the work complete and then the bark can be spread. Councillor Mrs Robertson asked what had happened to the seat adjacent to the playground. The Clerk believed the play ground inspector had removed it.

· Liaison with NCC				County Councillor Thorne attended the meeting and gave us feedback on the less than satisfactory Ofsted report received by the Duchess’s High School.     Mrs Haddow stated that villagers were rightly concerned over their children’s education especially as the County had rushed through a two tier system to alleviate the problem of a failing Middle School. She thought it time the Governors invited representatives from all Parish Councils to an open meeting. Councillor Thorne said he would take these comments forward.

· Councillor Thorne was asked about the revised plans for Grange Road. Councillors Mrs Haddow and Mrs. Robertson put forward a strong case for affordable housing for locals. Councillor Thorne said he would look into why the promise of a surgery had been withdrawn.

· Councillor Thorne was asked to keep to the fore, Dropped Kerbs, caravans etc  parked indefinitely on pavements and any other outstanding issue from over the months.

· Update on involvement with police   		We had again received no input from Katie Gerrard. Councillors noted that other Councils often had a police presence, why are we being side-lined. Councillor Aitchison said he would attempt to arrange a meeting.
Cemetery   Feed back on meeting with Gary Air NCC re cemetery  wall, saw part of the wall being demolished and the planting of a new beech hedge.
Resolution of outstanding problem over a grave had been resolved.

· Bus Shelter			 Still awaiting insurance claim. Builders have so much work on at moment after Storm Arwen they do not want small jobs. We will just have to wait for estimates to come in.	

· Dog Fouling / Litter				Councillors stated that the problem did not seem so bad at present.

· Homes for Northumberland                             	The question of age or other qualifications came up for letting of bungalows. The answers did not seem satisfactory when so many older people were looking for one storey accommodation. It was agreed to meet with the representative for Homes for Northd.

·  The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee			Councillor Mrs Haddow/ Hood/ Taylor / Douglas/ Lewis/ Storey to set date for village meeting early in February after the publication of the Newsletter. Mrs Haddow had asked the County to look at the very poor state of the planters prior to the Official date of the Queen’s Accession on 6 February. She is awaiting a reply.

                New Year Newsletter		                    We could not organise an editorial committee to begin work   as most of the Committee were absent. 
As there was no further Agenda business,  Councillor Mrs Haddow thanked Councillors for attending and brought the meeting to a close.

The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 9 February at 6.30 p.m. in the Haven Community Room.
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