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SWAFFHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Planning & Built Environment Committee meeting held on Tuesday 29th June 2021 at 4.00pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall.
Present:


Cllr L Scott (in the Chair)
Councillors:           
Mrs L Beech, Mr S Bell, Mr P Darby, Mr C Houghton, Mrs S Matthews
Town Clerk:


Mr R Bishop
Admin Assistant:

Ms K Furnass
Breckland Council: 

Mr D Wickerson

Abel homes Ltd:

Mr P LeGrice

Public:
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1. Apologies for absence

Cllr G Edwards – prior engagement
Cllr J Skinner – personal reasons
Cllr N Bass – work commitments

Cllr K Oliver – Work commitments

Cllr W Bensley - annual leave

2. Declarations of interest for items on the agenda
No declarations were received.
Meeting adjourned for PUBLIC OPEN FORUM. 
Mr G Bolton addressed the committee with his concerns on application number 3PL/2021/0815/O. His biggest concern was the poor conditions on the road. It was extremely busy. With the removal of the one property and replacing with two properties there would be additional vehicles. These would need access onto an already busy road opposite to a bad area for parking and a busy junction. 
Meeting re-opened.

3. Planning Application – Full Council
3PL/2021/0748/D Reserved Matters application for 64 bed care home (use class C2), 40 assisted living dwellings (use class C2), 650 sqm retail use (class A1-A5), 160 residential dwellings (use class C3) with open space, associated infrastructure. Discharge of conditions application for conditions 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 15, 16, 18, 19 and 22 of outline permission 3PL/2017/1487/O. Land west of Brandon Road, Swaffham Abel Homes Ltd. NO OBJECTIONS with comments – The objections that Swaffham Town Council had on the design of parcel 2 and loss of trees and hedges have been allayed by the proposed amendments given today by Mr Paul LeGrice who attended the meeting. Breckland are about to receive this amended application. 
3.1
Presentation from Abel Homes Ltd

Mr P LeGrice of Abels Homes Ltd gave an update to the meeting on the amendments for the application. These included: 1. Increase in the size of the roundabout. 2. Trees to be retained in the North-West corner of the development. 3. Hedgerow improvements and additional trees to be planted.
3.2
Questions & Comments from Councillors


a) It was questioned whether there was a demand for 64 beds in the care home. Would it be a better proposal to have less rooms and have 1 bed flats as an alternative? Mr LeGrice replied that they were meeting demand as recommended.

b) It was noted that a contribution of Sec 106 money had to be allocated to the Campingland surgery.


c) Could the roadside appearance of the proposed retail unit, the Co-op, be enhanced. The appearance needed to be more appealing leading into town.

d) Mr LeGrice confirmed that air source heating pumps would be used throughout the development as well as underfloor heating and solar panels.


e) Flooding had been reported on the field. Mr LeGrice confirmed that yes they were aware. This would be addressed when work started, they were working closely with SuDS.

f) There was no demand or funding for dental facilities.


g) Shared cycle ways and footpaths could be dangerous.


h) It was confirmed that Anglian Water would be adopting the drainage swale.


i) Sheltered housing would have a restricted covenant in place for selling on any properties.

k) It was confirmed there would be a footpath onto Filby Road and adjoining roads.
4. Planning related issues from Non Member Councillors - Committee members only
None were reported.
5. Minutes
The minutes of Tuesday 25th May 2021 were agreed as a true and accurate copy and signed by the Chairman. 
6. Outstanding actions from previous meetings
a) Cllr Beech had completed the list of shop fronts in the town centre and would circulate it to the Committee. 
b) The Town Clerk confirmed that Breckland Council post notices to neighbouring properties about any upcoming applications. Where required, any committee members could visit properties that may be affected by applications.
7. Decisions/Information form Breckland Council
3PL/FUL/2020/0047 Replacement of existing Hose Drying Tower with the erection of a taller Fire Training Tower Facility: Swaffham Fire Station, West Acre Road. APPROVED
3PL/2021/0743/HOU Single Storey Rear Extension. 2 Partridge Grove. Mr & Mrs. M. Hill. APPROVED
3PL/2021/0499/HOU Porch to the front of the property and first floor over existing dwelling and garage to create two storey dwelling. 7 Ranworth Close, Swaffham, Mr M Shepard. APPROVED
8. Planning Applications
3PL/2021/0734/F Use of land for self-storage containers. Land adjacent to Iceni House, Jack Boddy Way. Patsons Property Group. OBJECTION with comments – 1. All surrounding buildings have been built to high environmental design standards as part of the historical development of the employment area. 2. The use proposed is not compatible with neighbouring units and will have a detrimental effect on the amenity of residents of Iceni House. 3. The site is in a very prominent position alongside a key gateway to Swaffham and as proposed it would affect the visual amenity. 4. There are two other nearby sites with similar storage units which are both well screened from general view. 5. The current site has an ecological value. 
The council ask that should the application be given approval; a number of conditions are considered as follows:

· screening is installed to shield the development from the main A1065 road.

· The container units are painted to camouflage them with the surrounding environment.

· Access to the site is restricted to a daytime schedule, no evening access.

· No floodlights are installed that would be intrusive to local adjacent businesses.

· Containers are installed no more than 1 container high.

· Use is restricted to storage only; no businesses are allowed to operate from the development or containers.

3PL/2021/0670/HOU Two storey extension to rear of dwelling. 52 Otter Road. Mr & Mrs J Beedell. APPROVED
3PL/2021 0774/HOU Extension over garage and under front canopy with new attached double car port. 36 Brancaster Way. Mr D Adams. NO OBJECTIONS
3PL/2021 0783/HOU Proposed single storey double garage and the existing garage converted into proposed kitchen. 3 Cromwell Close. Mr & Mrs Atkins. NO OBJECTIONS
3PL/2021/0815/O Demolition of existing bungalow and garage and replacement with two houses. 3 Haspalls Road. Mr & Mrs Goldsmith. OBJECTION with comments – 1. The character of Haspalls Road is predominately of single storey and one and a half storey properties in generous plots, there are a few 2 storey houses on the North side, but they all have large gardens. 2. The access changes will require the building frontage to be set back further to achieve turning space and the on-street parking opposite the site restricts easy access on to what is currently a very busy road. 3. We question the environmental impact of demolition for a net gain of one unit when local planning authority can demonstrate a 5-year supply of building land. 
3PL/2021/0863/F Construction of new warehouse cage holding area extension and canopy to the side of the branch at the end of the service yard. Waitrose, Green Way. Waitrose Ltd. NO OBJECTIONS
3PL/2021/0914/D Reserved matters application for a dwelling and garage following outline planning permission 3PL/2020/0484/O. Prinknash Way, Lynn Road. Harry Rody/Void Architecture Ltd. NO OBJECTIONS with comments – No objection to the building design and materials but Swaffham Town Council would like to see more detail of the Southern and Eastern boundary in relation to removal of trees and hedging for the boundary treatment.
9. Late applications at the discretion of the Chairman.
None were received.
9. Next meeting
Tuesday 31st August 2021, 4pm. Town Hall 
Meeting Closed 5.20pm



Chairman………………………………..
Initials……………………


