Minutes of the Stockton Parish Council Meeting: 7.30pm on the 2nd March 2022, Norton Village Hall.
PRESENT:  

Councillors Gavin Hamilton, David Plant, John Pigg, Barry Spittle, Paula Davies and Henry Phillips.
Shropshire Councillor Richard Marshall.

West Mercia Police: PCSO Sam Newbrook and Steve Breeze.
Graham Bould (Clerk). 
18/22. Welcome, Public Session and Shropshire Councillors update.
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Parish Council meeting, there being no Parishioners present ask the Police representative to address the meeting. In doing so the two PCSO's highlighted recent vehicle thefts and out building break-ins. Cllr D Plant raised concerns of 'joy riders' on the A442 which the Police are already aware of particularly in the Bridgnorth area and the next time an 'operation' was underway would direct the units towards  Norton normally on Fridays and a Sunday once a month in terms of speeding.
Shropshire Councillor Richard Marshall indicated that the potholes on the A442 had some temporary works as a short term measure with a more permanent solution of repairs during June 2022. Members thanked the Councillor for recent contact advise during the storms indicating that the highway clean up teams worked very well across the whole area under the circumstances. Councillor Marshall also spoke of a wider six parish local issue that of the proposal for a Kemberton Solar Farm of some 48 acres.
There being no other items raised the Chairman thanked those present for their updates then moved to the next item of business.
19/22. Apologies.
Steve Bagnall (work commitments).
20/22. Declarations of Interest.
None
21/22. Minutes of the meeting held on the 11th January 2022 .
RESOLVED: that the minutes and actions of the meeting of Stockton Parish Council held on Wednesday 11th January 2022 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 
22/22. Clerks Report.
Members attention was drawn to the following items within the Clerks Report. The Tesco project application for the provision of additional tree planting and the engagement of an environmental community artist to help create 'growing' sculptors of willow and the maze on the Jubilee Park will be submitted by the end of the week. A site visit has also been set up with the Shropshire Social Prescribing Team Leader for early March 2022 to look at the project plan for the first phase of the hedge planting scheme supported through the Woodland Trust of some 120 whips. The project monitoring returns have been completed in draft form for the Environmental Maintenance Grant (EMG) covering areas of improvements to the public realm across the parish, the follow through and reporting for 'fix my street' and the engagement with both contractors and social partners to improve the ditches, verge and footpath infrastructure. This is matched against the costed 'gift in kind'  voluntary efforts by Parishioners from across Norton to improve public amenities. The dialogue undertaken will form the basis of a planned approach to building the elements needed for a 22/23 EMG bid in the ensuing months.
23/22. Shropshire Garden Party June 2022.
Members agreed to support Paula Davies to be put forward for the Garden Party as a Parishioner who has contributed to village life prior to and during the pandemic. The Chairman would action the nomination. 
24/22. Planning Applications.
1. 22/00905/TCA:  Spoonacre House, Village Road, Norton – pruning of overhanging branches of cedar & acacia trees. No Objections.
25/22. Newsletter.
The target subject to engagement with the editorial volunteer team is to try for a Spring/Easter 2022 newsletter and an online meeting plus several email and phone dialogue is underway to bring forward the next edition.
26/22. Village Hall report.
Cllr P Davies reported to the Parish Council that it was 'very quiet' at the Village Hall at present one reason being the lack of a committee secretary. The management committee hoped to re-start the car boot events very shortly and understand that although the field has been let to a football club the terms of the letting still allows for car boot sales. Regular use of the Village Hall continued by a parent and toddler group. Cllr P Davies also indicated that the Jubilee Play Park would be used during the Platinum Jubilee celebrations and enquired about zoning off the smaller swings in case of any misuse by older teenagers. The Clerk indicated that a risk assessment would be required to assess if that action was needed during the event. Additionally Platinum Jubilee mugs would also be purchased and handed out to children on the day, local Parishioners would be approached to fund the purchases.
27/22. Highways and Footpaths.
The first phase of clearance works on the drainage ditch and grips have been commissioned with the term contractor on Cheswardine Lane. Discussions are continuing with the Probation Service for their Community Payback Teams to work on the A442 footpath once they are able to return to sites and have the all clear from Covid concerns. This is reviewed with the service very two months. Feedback from the recent letters circulated to the cottages on Bridgnorth Road about the possibility of 'grass matting' on the verge to help with parking had not received support. Those responding had asked about the provision of parking bays which is beyond the grant capacity. The Parish Council Resolved that the verge should be retained as a village feature and vehicle owners dissuaded from using the area for parking with some 'polite' notices placed along the verge.
28/22. Jubilee Play Park.
Members received an update on the few outstanding repairs at the play park. The bird plastic deterrents have been purchased and will be installed shortly. The term contractor is emptying the bin regularly monitoring for any 'shakes' on the timbers.
29/22. Inspections.
The bin has been attached in the bus shelter and was swept of leaves. A sign in inform users that as a public place smoking is not allowed has been exhibited. Repair works are required on the front right hand side seating timber and the clearing of the gutters. These have been requested from the term contractor. The defibrillator is continuing to function well after the recent by-monthly inspection.
30/22. Finance.
1. Stockton War Memorial: An approach has been made to the Parish Council from the local RBL about the refurbishment of the War Memorial at Stockton Church. Members agreed that an approach be made to the Church with the RBL to establish costs.

2. The Parish Council agreed the following items of expenditure.

	100308
	Stoke upon Tern PC (phone & ICT support payments for the Clerk)
	£107.18

	100309
	Clerks Salary (half yearly payment)
	£1,164.36

	100310
	HMRC (PAYE)
	£25.40

	100311
	S J Gurr-Gearing (ditch clearance)
	£350.00

	100312
	John Pigg (materials)
	£36.98


31/22. To agree any items for a future agenda. 
Shropshire Highways – re A442 change in speed limits for the annual meetings 4/5/22
Date of the next meeting: Annual Meetings Wednesday 4th May 2022 7.30pm Norton Village Hall
Meeting closed at 8.40pm 


Chairman………………………………………………… 






Date………………………………………………………..
Graham Bould (Clerk), 18, Mendip Close, Little Dawley, Telford. TF4 3JG                                                                 01952-594758 and 07792300702 gbouldparish@yahoo.co.uk, 
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