
Haltwhistle Town Council – Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 2nd June 2025 at 6.00pm
Venue: Haltwhistle Library, First Floor
Time: 6.00pm – 8.20pm
Present: Cllr A Sharp (Chair), Cllr M Ridley (Vice-Chair), Cllr S Nixon, Cllr G Heppell, Cllr J Sheils, Cllr A Howells, Cllr S Dalglish, Cllr J Sheils.
Also Present: Cllr Rachel Mathieson (County Councillor)
Clerk: Emma Ackroyd

115/25 Apologies for Absence Apologies were received from Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr A Cheverst, and Cllr K Teasdale.

116/25 Public Questions None received.

117/25 Declarations of Interest
Cllrs were reminded to declare any interests either now or at the relevant agenda item. 

118/25 Minutes of the Previous Meeting Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved

119/25 Matters Arising from the Minutes Concerns were reiterated regarding the dangerous state of the Alston Arches area. Despite multiple chases, the Environment Agency has not responded. Clerk to continue following up.

120/25 Grounds – Reports and Resolutions Arising
120/25.01 Grounds Committee Meeting
· New bin approved for Shepherd’s Terrace.
· Bins at Blue Bridge now locked appropriately.
· Grit bin removed from river.
· Logs at Comb Hill Play Park removed – Area made safe.
· Awaiting quote for Perspex replacement in bus shelter.
· Pothole policy from NCC discussed – 40mm threshold considered inadequate by Council.
· Clerk to remind Neil Snowdon regarding “SLOW” road markings.
120/25.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters
· Minor repairs reported; no major issues raised.
120/25.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
· Meeting to be arranged with Chamber of Trade and Nick Postma to review Christmas lights infrastructure.
· Clerk to contact NCC regarding mosaic and benches.
· Bridge repairs and log removal completed by contractor. Some concern over potential bull damage due to escaped livestock.
· Council agreed to monitor ongoing condition.

121/25 Northumberland County Council Report – County Councillor Rachel Mathieson
· Residents’ concerns raised about heavy lorries on Park Road causing structural damage.
· Cllr Mathieson to raise with NCC Highways.
· Issue regarding antique shop display restrictions: concern over inconsistent enforcement.
· Clerk to write to Paul Jones (NCC) to request clarification and fair application.

122/25 Police Report
A number of incidents were noted, including:
· Multiple drug-related offences.
· Burglaries at a vacant property.
· Assault outside Comrades Club – no prosecution. Council noted concerns over local crime trends.

123/25 Neighbourhood Plan Meeting scheduled to finalise draft ahead of public consultation: Monday 9th June, 7pm, Old Ticket Office.

124/25 Borderlands Council considered request from Hadrian’s Wall Exploration Project for a waymarker installation at the bus stop. Proposed: Cllr J Sheils, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Council to request waymarker bench if available; if not, standard sign acceptable.

125/25 Monthly Councillor Surgery Next surgery: Saturday 21st June 2025 – Cllr A Sharp and Cllr G Heppell to attend.

126/25 Planning Applications 25/01795/FUL – 23 Fairholme Avenue – Erection of single-storey rear extension. No objection.
Appeal noted – no further comments.

127/25 Grant Requests None received.

128/25 Reports on Financial Matters 128/25.01 Bank and Cash Balances as at 23rd May 2025. Proposed: Cllr S Dalglish, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved
128/25.02–04 Receipts, Payments, and Reconciliation reviewed. All approved as per Appendices 2 & 3.

129/25 Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee No significant updates

130/25 Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre Report deferred to 11th June.
Plant Festival reported as successful – over 400 attendees.

140/25 Media & Press No significant updates



141/25 Correspondence
· Christmas lights – Ongoing coordination with Chamber of Trade and NCC.
· Police notice – “Chat with a Copper” event on 31st May.
· Resident complaint – Rat sighting near the marketplace.
· South Tynedale Railway – Raised concerns about holes at Alston Arches, supporting Council’s ongoing safety concerns.

143/25 LTP Priorities Considering for next meeting

144/25 Any Other Business
· Invite Duncan Wise to July meeting.

145/25 Confidential Matters
Staffing Committee Report from 30th May 2025 considered. Appointment of Deputy Clerk
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley, Seconded: Cllr J Sheils – Approved

146/25 Dates of Next Meetings
· Town Meeting – Monday 7th July 2025 at 6.30pm, Library
· Grounds Committee Meeting – Monday 30th June 2025 at 10.00am, Council Office
Meeting closed: 20:20
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