This is an occasional newsletter from the Crouch Area Yachting Federation for affiliated Clubs, issued only when there is something of interest to tell your members. Designed to be pinned on noticeboards
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Crouch Area Yachting Federation Newsletter
			         	10th Jan 2026 

 Who are The Crouch Area Yachting Federation (CAYF)?
CAYF is a recently re-invigorated federation of sailing and boating clubs that are based on the rivers Crouch and Roach in Essex.  CAYF was named in the Crouch Harbour Act for the purpose of representing the interests of leisure boat users and specifically member clubs.  CAYF has representatives on the Crouch Harbour Authority Advisory Committee, the RYA EAST Management Group and is also working with other local groups.

Water Quality 
Concerns are growing about the quality of the water in our Rivers and Creeks. Members of the CAYF committee are supporting the work done by various local groups that have been formed to monitor, address and take action to keep our waters safe for recreational use. Participants in these groups are not limited to those involved in waterborne activities, there are many local residents involved as well.
 Attached is a Flyer inviting attendance at a meeting organised by one of these groups on Wednesday 14th January. 
In the ‘worst case’ scenario water quality could at some stage become an issue that requires some detailed attention by clubs as they fulfil their duty of care particularly to their younger members. CAYF will be looking to support constituent clubs and share best practice.
 
Date for your diaries. 
Thank you to Burnham Sailing Club for offering to host the CAYF Annual General Meeting on the 8th March 2026 at 14:00.


CHA licences 
We are pleased to note that the increase in the cost of CHA license fees has been limited to below the rate of inflation. Canoes, Kayaks, Paddle Boards and Sailboards are, as of this year, exempt from CHA licensing, this is also a decision that we welcome. 

Safety Recommendations 
CAYF will be publishing a schedule of safety recommendations for these newly exempt craft which we anticipate will be of interest to both casual visitors to the area and craft based at our clubs. 

Havengore Bridge 
We were recently advised that the bridge would not be operational because of necessary maintenance work. Fortunately, this was just for a few days early in the New Year. CAYF maintains a keen interest in this facility with a view to ensuring minimal disruption to vessels using this route. 

The CAYF Committee wish the members of all of our constituent Clubs fair winds and a successful season on the water in 2026. 

Steve Barham
Chair of the CAYF Committee
steve@stephenbarham.co.uk 
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