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Swaffham Town Council
Minutes of the Transport, Access & Environment Committee meeting held on Tuesday 3rd September 2019 at 4.00pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall Swaffham.

Councillors:
Mrs J Anscombe (Chair for Agenda item 1 & 2), Mrs L Beech, Mr K Sandle, Mrs J Skinner

Councillor Committee
Mr Philip Bray, Mrs Kate Gordon (Chair from Agenda item 3), Mr Stan Sole
Nominees:

Highway Engineer:
Mr David Jacklin (until Agenda item 10)

Town Clerk:
Mr R Bishop
Minute Taker:

Mrs H Duggan
Public: 


1

1. Nominations for a temporary Chairman from the appointed Councillors.

Cllr Anscombe was nominated by Cllr Skinner, seconded by Cllr Beech to be the temporary Chairman for the start of the meeting.

It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Anscombe be appointed as Chairman for the start of the meeting.
2. Nominations for Non-Councillor Committee members
Cllr Anscombe led the nomination process for the four required Non-Councillors Committee members.

Nominations were individually proposed and seconded for the following four candidates:

Mr Philip Bray

Mrs Kate Gordon

Mr Stan Sole

Mr John Zielinski – not present at the meeting
It was unanimously agreed that all four nominations - Mr Philip Bray, Mrs Kate Gordon, Mr Stan Sole, Mr John Zielinski - be appointed as Non-Councillor Committee members for the year 2019-20.

The Town Clerk advised that each Non Councillor Committee member now needed to complete a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest Form, with 28 days of the meeting. The form would be sent to  Breckland Council, with a copy retained by Swaffham Town Council for their records; this is classed as a public document.

It was agreed the four completed Disclosable Pecuniary Interest Forms would be handed into the office within 28 days. The office would then send a copy to Breckland Council.

3. Nominations for Chairman and Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year 2019-20

Mrs K Gordon was nominated by Cllr Skinner, seconded by Cllr Beech to be the Committee Chairman for the year 2019-20.

It was unanimously agreed that Mrs K Gordon be appointed as Committee Chairman for the year 2019-20.
Cllr J Anscombe was nominated by Cllr Skinner, seconded by Cllr Sandle to be the Committee Vice Chairman for the year 2019-20.

It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Anscombe be appointed as Committee Vice Chairman for the year 2019-20.
4. Apologies and reason for absence

Mr John Zielinski – family commitments
5. Declarations of interest - for items included on the Agenda 

There were no Declarations of Intertest.

The meeting was adjourned at 4.12p.m. for public participation.

The meeting was resumed at 4.15p.m.

Mr N Duddleston requested to become a co-opted volunteer of the Committee, to attend and 
participate in the meeting however have no voting rights.

It was unanimously agreed that Mr N Duddleston be appointed as become a co-opted 

volunteer of the Committee. to attend and participate in the meeting however have no 

voting rights.

6. Traffic, Access or Environment issues from Non-Members Councillors 

The Town Clerk advised the Committee members this was a standard agenda item to allow any non-Committee member Councillor to address the Committee. Prior notice would be required before the meeting commences.

There were no non-Committee member Councillors present at the meeting.

7. Transport and Access Focus Group: 4th July 2019 

The notes of the final meeting of the Transport & Access Focus Group were noted by the Committee.
The Chairman highlighted the three action points that had been referred to the Committee from the full Council for their attention.

1. The Town Council are asked to support the principle of a North South Relief Road and to press for a full Feasibility Study to be undertaken.

2. The Town Council are asked to support further investigations into the introduction of an HGV ban in Station Street (except for access) and a separate scheme for a longer distance advisory routing arrangement for HGV’s to encourage them to avoid Swaffham.
3. BDC to be requested to supply the DEFRA response to the AQAP, to provide on-going pollution data and to be advised of the next steps.

8. Highway Engineers meeting - 6th August 2019
The notes of the Highways Engineer meeting on 6th August were noted by the Committee.
9. Highways Issues 

The Committee, with support from the Highways Engineer, Mr D Jacklin walked through the  Highways issues:
1.1. Beech Close

Cllr Anscombe confirmed a meeting had taken place with 31 interested residents to discuss the situation further. The residents were advised that the funding may not be forthcoming without financial input from the residents. Cllr Anscombe advised the Committee that a number of residents had monitored the road throughout the summer school recess and were pleased to note that there had been minimal parking throughout the day however the moment the school started back on Monday 2nd September – for staff only - there appeared cars parked all day. 
This led the residents to believe the main cause for the all day parking was the school staff and not parents or visitors as first thought. 
Cllr Anscombe advised the Head Teacher; Mrs Marion Link was as concerned by the situation as the residents and was in the process of looking at a separate solution to aid staff parking – by utilising the school front playground. This would release the Shire Hall car park however was some way off.
The Committee discussed the issue and it was proposed that the Chairman and Vice Chairman approach the school to discuss the staff parking concerns.

It was unanimously agreed the Chairman and Vice Chairman approach the school to discuss the staff parking concerns.

1.2. Parish Partnership

The Town Clerk confirmed the pedestrian refuge project for Norwich Road had been sent to the Highways Engineer who would be passing it to the Design Team for consideration.

It was proposed that further, relatively modest schemes, were needed for consideration before the deadline ended. 

It was unanimously agreed that Committee members would pass any ideas for the Parish Partnership Scheme to the Chairman within the next two weeks.

1.3. Pightle No Through Road Sign

The Highways Engineer advised the road sign, with ‘no through road’ sign was awaited from 

Breckland.
1.4. Overgrown hedges/trees

The Highways Engineer explained that NCC did not have the resources to manage each complaint received regarding overgrown trees/hedges, instead they relied on Parish & Town Councils to write to relevant residents asking for action to be taken, with any failing to do so being referred to Highways to take further action.

A report of any outstanding issues is then sent through to the Highways Engineer.
The Town Clerk highlighted the need for Committee members to report any instances during the month rather than save then up for each Committee meeting.

An ongoing concern regarding the pathway outside the Nicholas Hamond School was highlighted and it was proposed that Cllr Anscombe approach the school, in her capacity as Chairman of the school governors, to see what could be done to address the overgrown bushes impeding the pathway.

It was unanimously agreed Cllr Anscombe would approach the school, in her capacity as Chairman of the school governors, to see what could be done to address the overgrown bushes impeding the pathway.

1.5. Greening of the Town Centre

The proposal for Greening the Town Centre had been forwarded to the Highways Engineer who 

agreed to pass it to the Design Team to consider alongside the railings project.
1.6. Church Lighting Scheme

The Town Clerk confirmed he had chased the contractor for a price and awaited a response. It was noted that if the scheme were to go forward this would also require a faculty from the Diocese in Norwich. The Town Clerk confirmed he would keep the Committee informed of any progress.
1.1. A-frames in Town Centre
The Town Clerk advised the office had been receiving a constant stream of complaints regarding the number and position of the many A-frames on the pavement on the Western side of Market Place.
The Highways Engineer advised his Inspector had in the past removed A-frames that were causing serious obstruction. It was acknowledged that a more conciliatory solution was needed, and it was proposed that two member of the Committee would assess the area and speak with relevant businesses and share the public concerns to see if things could be improved.

It was unanimously agreed that two members of the Committee, Cllr Beech and Mr Sole, would undertake an assessment of the pathway and A-Frames and speak with any relevant businesses to resolve the issues.
Mr Sole raised several issues that were addressed as follows:

Golf Club Sign – in need of realignment - this would be addressed by Highways.

A1065 30mph issues – this was a police matter and not Highways.

Footpath at Filby Road – resurfacing issues – Highways were aware and were due to rectify.

The Chairman raised a question regarding roadworks around town and whether the Council were notified in advance. The Town Clerk advised that planned works were often advised to the Council however emergency roadworks were not. There was a website – www.roadworks.org - that showed all panned roadworks and was available for the public to view.
The Chairman thanked the Highways Engineer for attending the meeting.

10. Air Pollution

It was noted that, disappointingly, the meeting between Town, District and County Council’s and local members that was planned on Monday 2nd September had been cancelled at very short notice. A replacement date was awaited from Phil Adams and Andrew Grimley.


The issue of Air Pollution and progress within Swaffham was discussed at length and it was proposed that the Chairman would write a Brief, to include a request for data, equipment information, location testing etc – that would be raised at the rearranged meeting.

It was unanimously agreed the Chairman would write a Brief – to include a request for data, equipment information and location testing – that would be raised at the rearranged meeting with Phil Adams and Andrew Grimley.

11. Draft Traffic, Access and Environment Committee Strategy – introduction 

A copy of the proposed Committee Strategy was circulated with the Agenda papers.

The document was reviewed by the Committee and it was proposed that the document was given to the Council to review and endorse.
It was unanimously agreed the Committee Strategy would be tabled at the Town Council meeting on 11th September 2019 for review and endorsement.

It was further proposed that the Chairman and Vice Chairman would review the Committee Strategy and make suggestions regarding timelines for review and agreement at the October Transport, Access & Environment Committee meeting.

It was unanimously agreed the Chairman and Vice Chairman would review the Committee Strategy and make suggestions regarding timelines for review and agreement at the October Transport, Access & Environment Committee meeting.
12. Summary of Action points by the Chair.

It was felt this Agenda item was not necessary as the draft minutes would be issued within two weeks of the meeting – available on the Council website – www.swaffhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
13. Next meeting
Tuesday 8th October 2019 at 4pm
It was noted that an Agenda item - To receive and consider urgent late traffic related issues at the discretion of the Chairman (prior notification must be given) – would be added to all future Agendas.

Meeting Closed 5.40pm




Chairman……………………..
Initials: _____     


