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Kingsclere Parish Council 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, held on Monday 15 June 2026 at 
7.30pm, The Village Club, Kingsclere 

Those Present 

Cllrs C Mussett, (Chair) D Conquest (Vice Chair) S Gains and M Hamilton  

In Attendance 

No officer was present.  
Members of the Public: 2 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr N Peach due to work commitments. 

Resolved: To accept the apology for absence. 

2. Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 

No declarations of interest or requests for dispensation were received. 

3. Minutes 

The Council considered the minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 18 May 2026. 

Resolved: That the Chairman be authorised to sign the minutes as a true and accurate record. 

4. Public Session 

A member of the public raised concerns regarding the length of grass within the Holding 
Field and enquired about the mowing schedule. 

The Chairman advised that the Holding Field forms part of the Council's grounds 
maintenance contract covering approximately 16 acres of Council-owned land. Additional 
mowing provisions had been incorporated within the contract to accommodate periods of 
rapid growth. 

Action: Chairman to ascertain the date of the next scheduled cut of the Holding Field. 

Concerns were also raised regarding dog-related incidents on the Holding Field. The 
Chairman encouraged any incidents of abuse to be reported to the Police. 

The member of the public was advised that local football clubs regularly utilise the Holding 
Field during the season and contribute towards additional grass cutting where required. 
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The Chairman reported that proposals for the future development of the Holding Field for 
sports and recreational use continued to be explored, subject to funding availability. 

A further concern was raised regarding a previous email about opening the Holding Field 
gate which had not received a response. The Chairman apologised and explained that the 
Council was currently without a Clerk. 

A resident also raised concerns regarding vehicle speeds leaving the slip road onto 
Basingstoke Road. The Chairman reported that the Council had secured two additional speed 
monitoring devices and locations for deployment were currently being considered. 

5. Chairman's Remarks 

The Chairman reported the following: 

 A resident had raised concerns regarding the safety of the public footpath across 
White Hill, particularly where pedestrians and horse riders share the route.  

 Councillors would be invited to undertake a site visit to consider possible 
improvements and any potential diversion of part of the route.  

 A missing manhole cover on the A339 near Cotterill Nurseries had been reported and 
temporary traffic management was currently in place whilst repairs were undertaken.  

 Initial proposals were being explored for the creation of walking and running routes 
within the Holding Field.  

 Appreciation was recorded to Steven, Ray, Nicky and David for repairing the bench 
within the Orchard.  

 Thanks were extended to KPD for their continued voluntary cleaning of the village 
bus shelters in the square.   

Action: Steven to discuss the salary insurance claim with the Clerk. 

6. County Council Report 

No report was received. 

7. Borough Council Report 

Borough Councillor David Conquest reported that: 

 There had been no significant changes to the Borough Council administration 
following the recent elections.  

 The newly elected Mayor had chosen to support local community centres during her 
term of office.  

 Discussions had taken place with Thames Water regarding local sewage infrastructure 
improvements.  

 Following the successful introduction of food waste collections, black bin collections 
would move to alternate weekly collections to encourage recycling.  

In response to a question regarding whether planned infrastructure improvements would 
accommodate future housing growth within the parish, it was confirmed that capacity 
requirements had been considered as part of the proposed works. 
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8. Co-option 

The Council considered applications for co-option. 

Resolved: 

a) That Rebecca Pullen be co-opted to Kingsclere Parish Council. 

b) That Gillian Hern be co-opted to Kingsclere Parish Council. 

The Declarations of Acceptance of Office were duly signed. 

9. Finance 
 
This item was deferred.  
 
10. Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26 

The Council received the Internal Auditor's Report and noted that no matters of concern had 
been raised. 

The Chairman thanked the RFO and Locum Clerk for completing the year-end accounts and 
AGAR process within the required timescales. 

Resolved: 

a) To receive and note the Internal Auditor's Report for the year ended 31 March 2026. 

b) To approve the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) of the AGAR for the year ended 
31 March 2026. 

c) To approve the Accounting Statements (Section 2) of the AGAR for the year ended 31 
March 2026. 

d) To authorise the Chairman to sign the AGAR on behalf of the Council. 

e) To approve the dates for the Exercise of Public Rights in accordance with the Accounts 
and Audit Regulations 2015. 

f) To approve the Annual Conflict of Interest Declaration. 

11. Schedule of Meetings 

The Council considered the Chairman's proposal regarding future meeting arrangements. 

Discussion took place regarding maintaining accessibility for residents whilst improving 
efficiency and public engagement through themed meetings. 

Resolved: 
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That the Council proceed with the proposals outlined by the Chairman, subject to the 
preparation of a detailed schedule of meetings and arrangements for associated working 
groups. 

Further details will be presented to the next Ordinary Meeting. 

12. Delegation of Planning Responses 

The Council considered a proposal to delegate planning responses to the Clerk unless a 
planning application was called in by councillors. 

Resolved: 

That the principle of delegated authority be approved, with detailed wording to be drafted and 
presented to a future meeting for formal adoption. 

The meeting closed at 8.47pm. 

Signed: _______________________________ 

Chairman 

Date: _________________________________ 

 


