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Westwell Parish Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council

         Held on Tuesday October 30th 2018 at 1200hrs in the Parish Hall
1. Present and Apologies
Cllr Mrs Drury (Chairman), Cllr Bainbridge (Vice-chairman), Cllr Mrs Wyatt,  Cllrs  Butcher, Bartlett and Mrs S Wood (Clerk).  Apologies were received from Cllrs Faulkner, Lawrence and Lister (prior commitments).  
2. Declarations of Interest
Cllr Mrs Wyatt:  Voluntary declaration item 6.
3. Planning applications
3.1  18/01466/AS  Downsway, 35 Sandyhurst Lane, Westwell
Erection of single-storey outbuilding at the rear of the garden for incidental and home-office use
The map submitted with the application is dated 1971; it is out of date and does not show Carnac, misrepresenting the built scene.  The proposed outbuilding is brick but there is no reference to footings, needed to take account of tree roots in an area rich in trees.  Details of drainage are not given.  Concerns were expressed re the business use:  clients would visit but would this add to traffic in Sandyhurst Lane and what provision would be made for parking.  It was thought that the proposed outbuilding as a dedicated area would result in a more professional business, and traffic would not increase given that clients already visit the home-based business. There was discussion re the need for an application for change of use; it was stated that this is not required given that less than 5% of the house would be used for the business.
It was proposed that an objection be made to the application as presented because of the lack of details relating to footings in relation to the trees; lack of information re drainage; the visual impact on the closest neighbour (Carnac) should be clarified so that if the development went ahead it would sit comfortably in a residential landscape.  
Resolved:

That an objection be made to the application, with the following comments:  there is a lack of details relating to footings in relation to the trees; a lack of information re drainage; the visual impact on the closest neighbour (Carnac) should be clarified.
3.2  Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda

18/01554/AS Sand pit to the south of 200 and east of 198, Sandyhurst Lane, Boughton Aluph
Outline planning application with details of access and layout provided for developer-led custom-build residential development of up to 18 dwellings, open space and landscaping, wildlife habitat reserve, new access to Sandyhurst Lane, parking, engineering (including ground modelling) works and infrastructure, with appearance, landscaping and scale reserved for future determination
It was noted that there is little change from the previous application for this site which had been withdrawn [17/01636/AS]; Highways had supported this application, subject to changes to the visibility splays.  Cllr Bartlett advised that Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Parish Council (BA&E PC) is supportive of the application, but the ward member is opposed. He further noted that the site is not in BA&E PC’s Neighbourhood Plan.  The Sandyhurst Lane Residents’ Association (SLRA) objected to the previous application because of the proposed exit on to Sandyhurst Lane, and noted that speeding in the lane is an issue.
Cllr Butcher stated that the application would add significantly to the traffic volume in a lane serving a rural parish and proposed that an objection be made on traffic grounds.   Cllr Bartlett said that he would not object to the application if the exit were on to Trinity Road; Cllr Butcher replied that it has always been stated that new developments would be accessed from Trinity Road.  The Vice-chairman referred to the number of vehicle movements cited in the application; the Chairman replied that these are based on TRICS data, which are out of date and under-report numbers.
The Vice-chairman further stated that Sandyhurst Lane is separated from Ashford by a rural buffer, but this application would cut across this buffer and may lead to urban creep.  The Chairman agreed, noting that it is part of a wildlife corridor.  Cllr Butcher stated that approval would set a precedent for development of the sand pit on the other side of the lane; the Chairman replied that this is in the AONB and different criteria would, therefore, apply.
The Chairman proposed that an objection be made to the application because of the traffic impacts on Sandyhurst Lane; this site should only be developed if access were from Trinity Road.

Resolved:

That an objection be made to the application, because of the traffic impact on Sandyhurst Lane.  Further, this site should only be developed if access were from Trinity Road.
3.3  Players’ storage container

The Chairman advised that the container will be sited close to the hall to minimise its visibility, but there will have to be a 2m fire separation distance around it.  It will be sited away from the fence in order that trees could be planted or a fence put up to minimise the visual impact on Magnolia House.   Works to a tree will be needed prior to installation, but these will also reduce leaf fall and increase light to the hall; the Players will be invited to make a contribution to the tree surgery costs.
It was noted that the container will be a temporary extension to the hall, necessitated by its increased use.  The need for planning permission was considered but thought not to be required.
4. New model Standing Orders
New model Standing Orders have been published by NALC and amended where appropriate for use by the Parish Council.  The new Orders include a clause on the General Data Protection Requirement.  Draft Standing Orders were circulated; it was proposed that the draft Standing Orders as amended be adopted.
Resolved:

That the Standing Orders as amended be adopted.

5. Communication of urgent matters to parish residents
The Clerk reported that such communications may have helped with difficulties arising from road closures on the morning of Sunday 28th October when a race was run through Westwell.  There had been no consultation with the Parish Council; it was understood that Police consent for the closures had not been obtained; worshippers were stopped from parking in the road outside the church, notwithstanding that some had mobility issues.  A formal complaint will be made to the organisers.
Current means of communication include:  Westwell events email; community website; Westwell Facebook page.  The need for an additional administrator of the Westwell events email was noted, to cover when Martin Wyatt and Cllr Mrs Wyatt are unavailable; it was agreed that Cllr Bartlett will take on the role.
It was agreed that the Eye is the best means of communicating with vulnerable residents who do not have access to the internet; the Chairman to draft a piece for inclusion in the editor’s letter.  The importance of good neighbours was stressed.
6. Request for a donation from Charing Surgery Gardening Group
It was noted that the Surgery is used by many Westwell residents, and the Gardening Group’s efforts have been well received.  It was proposed that a donation of £50 be made.
Resolved:

That a donation of £50 be made to the Charing Surgery Gardening Group.
7. Purchase of a replacement litter bin for the playing field

The Vice-chairman reported that a quote of £400 + VAT for a coated steel litter bin has been received from Glasdon.  It was proposed that the quote be accepted, the cost to be met by the Parish Council as a community asset for the playing field.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council purchases a coated steel litter bin for the playing field from Glasdon, at a cost of £400 + VAT.

8. Ashford Borough Council village confines exercise

The Chairman advised that ABC is in the minority in not defining village boundaries, but this anomaly is now to be rectified in light of policies HOU3a and HOU5 in the Local Plan, which are concerned with windfall developments in the countryside.  For villages listed in HOU3a but not in HOU5 there will be a presumption against development unless within the village confines.  If in HOU3a and HOU5 development could be considered; these are the larger villages which could accommodate development.  Draft confines will be drawn up by ABC and then put out for consultation.  The Chairman noted that the exercise will apply only to the village, not Tutt Hill or Sandyhurst Lane because these are not regarded as ‘settlements’ by ABC.  Westwell is in HOU3a but not HOU5, and is further constrained by its location in the AONB.   CPRE is seeking confirmation that the AONB will not be overridden by these policies.
Information on the exercise will go into the December Eye and a public meeting will be held in the parish hall.  Comments are sought by 7th January 2019, but it was thought that this timing is difficult and an extension until the end of January will be sought from Simon Cole.  A request will also be made that either Simon Cole or a member of his team attend the public meeting, organisation of which will be led by the Parish Council.
It was proposed that a public consultation on the draft village confines be held.

Resolved:

That a public consultation on the draft village confines be held.

9. Revised list of polling stations

These were received and noted, there being no changes to the polling stations for the parish.

10. Any Other Business
10.1  Cllr Mrs Wyatt advised that she and Cllr Lister attended a meeting with KCC at Chapel Road to discuss safety issues.   It was recommended that the street lighting be reinstalled and the speed limit reduced.  A pedestrian crossing was thought to be dangerous.
10.2  The Vice-chairman reported that a new village hall in Charing is to be built, funded by developer’s contributions.
10.3   The Chairman reported on the cumulative effects arising from the new developments in Charing. 
11. Date of next meeting
November 5th
The meeting closed at 1.40pm.
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