                                NORTON BUCKLAND & STONE PARISH COUNCIL
                           MINUTES OF MEETING THURSDAY 6th MARCH 2025

               Present:  Cllr.A.Trim Cllr. T.Alder Cllr.S.Steel
                                         Mrs.J.Childs.
1
Apologies for absence
            Cllr.F. Boucher
2
Declaration of interest in items on the agenda

None.
3
Consideration of any required changes to register of interest

None.
4
Approval of Minutes
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 9th January were approved and signed as a correct record
5
Matters Arising from Minutes
Confirmation has been received from Helen Whatelys office that she will speak at The Annual Parish Meeting on 24th April. 

Lloyd Bowen has also confirmed that he will attend the meeting and make a brief speech. 

Awaiting a reply from Julien Speed 

6
Parish Maintenance Update
Weather permitting patching of pot holes from the A2 Norton Lane to Provender Lane will take place on 13th March. Following the patching a surface dressing of the road will be laid on 30th April and 1st May. The road will be closed during this period.

KCC advised that the front hedge of Myrtle Cottage Lewson Street was overhanging the highway and must be cut back within 28 days. The hedgerow has now been cut back

Five advertising signs along with some broken signs placed on the grass verge adjacent to the Old Wyevale site belonging to KCC for a number of months by people working at Norton Garage has been obstructing the view of drivers traveling from Norton Lane onto the A2. The KCC Steward made a request to the owners of the signs several times to remove them but this request was ignored. He therefore cut the padlocks and chains attached to the signs removed them and took them to the KCC depot. He has advised the PC Clerk that KCC will be placing wooden stakes around the edge of the grass verge so that the signs cannot be reinstated.  Owners of the signs have made a complaint to KCC regarding the removal of the signs. The KCC Steward has advised the owner of the car lot next door to Norton Garage that the vehicles for sale parked on the pavement outside their premisses adjacent to the A2 must be moved immediately as this impairs drivers vision when pulling out of  Norton Lane . It is also dangerous as people are unable to use the footpath.  Highways Manager for Swale Highways Daniel Cannon-Skeet advised that he has spoken with the owners of the signs. He advised that he knew nothing regarding the wooden stakes being placed around the grass verge and he was not concerned about them parking a few cars on the grass verge.  

Any parking of vehicles on the grass verge would be dangerous as it obscures the view for motorist pulling out of Norton Lane onto the A2
7
To consider any planning applications received to date
Mid Kent Planning Swale Lists Applications & Decisions 

The Stables Rushett Lane Norton Kent ME13 0SG

Application Ref :- 25/500625/FULL

Creation of new vehicular access to existing barn

Comments due by 14th March 2025

Decision due date 16th April 2025 
The Chairman will write a letter of objection regarding the new vehicular access.  The present owners have lived in the property for approximately 15 years and the gates have already been widened from a 5-bar gate to large double gates approximately 12 feet wide.  Councillors consider another wider access would be unnecessary and not in the interest of road safety

8
Councillor's Reports
The Chairman would like to welcome the new parishioners that have moved into The Trefoil,    

c/f
Provender Lane, Norton and The Bungalow, Lewson Street, Norton 




b/f
Cllr. Alder also advised of new parishioners that will shortly be moving into Worlds End
9
Correspondence
E mails forwarded to The Chairman
Helen Whately's forwarded information regarding unsung Hero Awards

Information regarding Civility and Respect Pledge Standards Consultation

KALC requested that the PC provide the Chairmans e mail address The Chairman gave his consent

A poster advertising the Annual North Downs Walk in support of Cancer Research was agreed by Councillors to be placed on the Notice Board

E mails forwarded to all Councillors
Letters and flyers have been circulated to Councillors on behalf of the Duchy from Comm Comm UK regarding South East Faversham Community Events in February and March

Forestry Commission - Invasive Spruce Bark Beetle Awareness (Poster Attached)

Parish Council £1000 Grant Scheme (Poster Attached)

Mrs Mynott a parishioner of Lewson Street has raised the issue of litter in Norton Lane. 

She advised that she will speak with Mr. Steve Ogden of Lewson Street regarding a 

“Litter Picking Group” to be re-instated.

KCC / Kent Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2024-39 Regulation 25 Notice of Publication 
of Inspector’s Report / Trading Standard Alerts / Positive Wellbeing
KALC / Community Wardens / Bulletins / Swale Arena Committee 

Agenda for 18th February / Revised Agenda 18th February / News / Change of Link  

Training Bulletin / CiLCA Training / The Parish Council Support Scheme Round 3/

My Community Voice  Information / Fraud Alerts / Youth Engagement Gaming Bus 

17th February / Kent not accepted onto Devolution Priority Programme / Devolution Priority Programme / Kent Volunteering / Fraud Protection / PC Support Scheme / Pensioners Missing out Scheme / Neighbourhood Watch / Kent Police Job Opportunities / Vehicle Nuisance / International Woman’s Day Event Saturday 8th March /Making a Difference Awards 2025/ One Swale Roadshow / Violence against Woman and Girls

SBC / Policy Round-Ups / Agenda Swale Transportation Board /Community Awards /Eastern Area Committee Meeting 25th February / Taxi Policy Consultation

Mid Kent Planning / Planning Lists /  Swales Decisions

Mayor of Swale's Fundraiser 9th April in aid of Lupus UK and SATEDA / Beans Annual Review
10
Finance
10.1
The following payments were approved :-

Hire of  Norton Village Hall 06/032025





        £  20.    00
Cllr.A.Trim .Wine for Annual Parish Meeting 



                    £  45     00

10.2    The bank balance on 9th January 2025 was £4981. 71p
           (Fourthousandninehundredandeightyonepounds71p)
11
Any other Business
Councillors agreed to distribute flyers to houses advising the date of the Annual Parish Meeting.  

Cllr.Steel notified that she would request a donation of wine to the owners of the winery at 
The Old Rectory for the Annual Meeting to be held on 24th April
The Chairman had previously requested that names are put forward for a new Parish Councillor

Mrs Julie McEvely from Worlds End has applied for the vacant position of Parish Councillor. 
It was agreed that Mrs McEvely will take up the position.
12
Items for next Meeting 

Councillors agreed to distribute flyers advertising the date of the Annual Parish Meeting and to provide snacks.  Cllr. Alder confirmed that he would also advertise the date on the WhatsApp group. 
The information will also be placed on The Notice Board.
13
Date of Next Meeting 
Annual Parish Council Meeting 24th April 6pm followed by Annual Parish Meeting 7.30pm
 

   








 Meeting Closed at 8.25pm
