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                                                                   July 2024  

 

County Forum Launch Review  

The launch of the Hampshire ALC County Forum was 

held on Wednesday 19 June at the Guildhall in 

Winchester, and around sixty delegates attended what 

proved to be a successful event. 

The evening – chaired by East Hampshire District 

Director, Nigel Harrison – received a presentation from 

Hampshire ALC’s Communications, Policy & 

Engagement Lead, Robert Pettigrew, on the formation 

and objectives for the Forum This included updating 

attendees on the outcome of the recent members’ 

survey which had informed the way in which the 

County Forum meetings are to be designed. This 

presentation also explored how the possible 

programmes and workstreams which are to form part 

of the policy-focused initiatives underpinning the 

County Forum are to be structured.  

 

Following this, the County Forum considered a Motion 

– tabled by Swanmore Parish Council – focused on 

how parish and town councils should manage matters 

where councillors are from the same family. After 

some discussion, it was agreed that some additional 

work was required on the text of the Motion before it 

could be submitted to the National Association of 

Local Councils for their consideration and this work 

will be undertaken in the next few weeks. 
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Finally, the meeting received a presentation by Steve Tilbury, 

who spoke about the possible implications of the outcome of 

the general election on planning and development control 

matters. Steve talked through the current range of issues 

which have a bearing on planning policy and the challenges 

will face policymakers in the next Parliament. He indicated a 

number of provisions contained in the Levelling Up & 

Regeneration Act (2023), which may or may not be brought 

into effect in the coming years. He observed that planning has 

featured more prominently in the political debate in 2024, with 

neighbourhood planning appearing to be embedded in the 

approaches of different parties. Looking to the future, he suggested that the economic context was 

more important than planning rules and regulations, and stressed the importance of a democratic 

basis for the making of decisions. He emphasised the importance of parish and town councils working 

together across the system of local government and urged attendees not to underestimate the 

significance of the role they can play in shaping that future. 

The next meeting of the County Forum is to be held on the morning of Thursday 28 November in 

Winchester, further details of which will be provided to members in due course. 

 

Village of the Year 

Entries are coming in for the Village of the year awards for 2024.The closing date to enter your Parish for 

Village is getting close - all entries must include a completed entry form along with evidential supporting 

documentation and received by Hampshire ALC no later than Friday 12th July 2023, 16:00hrs by email to: 

comms@hampshirealc.org.uk. For full details and to download a copy of the entry form, please visit our website 

here.  As a reminder entries for village of the year are open to Local Councils and also local community groups. 

The judging panel will visit the locality of all entries during August. The date and time for the visit will be formally 

notified to nominees after the closing date but will take place on one of the following dates, therefore please 

mailto:comms@hampshirealc.org.uk
https://www.hampshirealc.org.uk/news/hampshire-iow-village-year-2024-competition/
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ensure a local representative is available to meet the judging panel.    If a local representative cannot be 

available on any of these dates, please notify us within the entry form so this can be taken into consideration 

when our team plan the judging days.   

Tuesday 30th July 2024 

Thursday 1st August 2024  

Wednesday 7th August 2024 

Tuesday 13th August 2024 

Tuesday 20th August 2024 

Wednesday 21st August 2024 

 

Hampshire ALC’s Communication Awards 2024 

Entries are now also invited for the Hampshire Association of Local Councils Communication awards 

to be presented at the HALC AGM on Saturday 19th October. These awards are only available to 

member councils within Hampshire. We invite nominations for the following: 

 

Council of the Year Award 2024* 

An award will be made to a Hampshire Council that has shown innovation, good practice, and/or 

excellent use of resources in improving an outcome for its residents. Any piece of work, by any size 

council can be submitted and will be considered proportionately.  

Submissions can be made by sending a narrative in writing, outlining the reasons for nomination. 

Please mark the email subject line ‘Confidential – Council of the Year Award entry’ 

*This Award has no correlation to the Hampshire and IOW Village of the Year Competition 

 

Clerk of the Year Award 2024 

The competition is open to all clerks in Hampshire. 

Nominations can be made by chairmen, councillors, parishioners, or fellow clerks. It is only the clerk 

themselves that can’t make a nomination! 

This is your opportunity to publicly recognise everything your clerk does for your community. 

To make a nomination: tell us, in a maximum of 500 words, why your clerk is exceptional, what 

achievements they have made during the past year, how they manage priorities, handle projects, 

encourage others or simply make a difference where others cannot. 

Please mark the email subject line as ‘Confidential – Clerk of the Year entry’ 
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e-mango Shield for Best Local Council website 

This will be awarded at the AGM to the council, whom in the opinion of the judges, submit the best 

active website for judging. 

To enter, submit your website URL and council name via email.  Please title your email, in the subject 

line, ‘Confidential - Best Local Council Website’  

 

Best Local Council newsletter 

This will be awarded at the AGM to the Council, whom in the opinion of the judges, submit the best 

newsletter issued during 2023. 

To enter, submit a copy of your (published in 2023) newsletter.  Please title your email, in the subject 

line, ‘Confidential - Best Local Council Newsletter’ 

 

Best use of social media in Public Engagement 

An award given to the best submission showing the use of social media by a council in communicating 

and engaging with its residents. Please title your email, in the subject line, ‘Confidential – Best 

use of Social Media’ 

Submissions for all entries should be forwarded in writing, no later than 5.00pm on Friday 13 th 

September 2024 to comms@hampshriealc.org.uk. Any entries submitted after the closing date 

will not be considered.  

 

Training & Events  

All training courses can be booked via our website here. 

JULY 2024 
 

Development for 

All 

Communicating with 

Your Community  

Wednesday 17th 

July  

10:00 – 

12:00 
Online  

Development for 

All 

Introduction to 

Planning  

Thursday 18th 

July  

18:30 - 

21:00 
Online via Zoom 

September 2024 
 

 

Development for 

All 
Chairing Skills  

Tuesday 10th 

September 

10:00 – 

13:00 

Weybrook Park, 

Basingstoke  

Officer 

Development 
Budgeting for Clerks  

Tuesday 10th 

September  

10:00 – 

12:00 
Hockley Golf Club 

mailto:comms@hampshriealc.org.uk
https://www.hampshirealc.org.uk/what-we-do/training-and-networking/upcoming-training-courses/
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Councillor 

Development  

Finance for 

Councillors  

Thursday 12th 

September  

10:00 – 

12:00 
 

Development for 

All 

Local Plans & Local 

Policy for Local 

Councils 

Thursday 19th 

September 

18:30 -

21:00 

 

Online 

 

 

All Members  
Village of the Year 

Awards 

Thursday 26th 

September 

17:30 – 

21:00 

Sherfield on Loddon 

Village Hall 

 

October 2024 
 

 

Councillor 

Development 

Knowledge and Core 

Skills 

Tuesday 1st 

October  

18:30 - 

21:00 
Hockley Golf Club  

Councillor 

Development  

Budgeting for 

Councillors 

Tuesday 8th 

October  

10:00 - 

12:00 

Eastleigh House, 

Eastleigh 

All Members Hampshire ALC AGM 
Saturday 19th 

October 

10:00 - 

12:00 

Holiday Inn, 

Eastleigh  

Councillor 

Development  

Council Governance 

for Councillors 

Thursday 10th 

October 

10:00 - 

13:00 
Hockley Golf Club  

November 2024 
 

 

Development for 

All 
Appraisals 

Wednesday 6th 

November 

10:00 - 

13:00 
Eastleigh House  

Councillor 

Development  

Knowledge and Core 

Skills Pt. 1 

Tuesday 12th 

November 

19:00 - 

21:00 
Online 

Development for 

All 
Chairing Skills 

Thursday 14th 

November 

10:00 - 

13:00 
Eastleigh House  

Development for 

All 

Making Effective 

Planning 

Representations  

Monday 18th 

November 

10:00- 

12:00 
Online  

Councillor 

Development  

Knowledge and Core 

Skills Pt. 2 

Tuesday 19th 

November 

19:00 - 

21:00 
Online 

Development for 

All 

Managing Employees 

in Local Councils 

Thursday 21st 

November 

10:00 - 

12:30 
Eastleigh House 
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Development for 

All 
Intro to Planning  

Tuesday 26th 

November  

18:30 - 

21:00 
Online  

All Members County Forum 
Thursday 28th 

November 

10:00 – 

12:00 

Holiday Inn 

Winchester  

 

 

Member Update 

Update on Open University project on local council collaboration. 

Thank you to all of those who have expressed an interest in participating in the research project being 

led by the Open University. The research is to explore how local councils experience collaboration, 

and to provide recommendations about how it might be possible better to ‘join up’ local government. 

The team are seeking to interview council clerks and councillors from across Hampshire as part of 

this ongoing project. 

Participation will be by means of a structured interview with a member of the academic team 

conducted remotely (by internet). There will also be a workshop – provisionally booked for Thursday 

25th July at Weybrook Park Golf Club near Basingstoke (between 11am and 2pm with refreshments). 

Should you be willing and available to participate – either in the structured interviews, the workshop 

or both – please contact Robert Pettigrew on comms@hampshirealc.org.uk.  

  

Financial Services Compensation Scheme – Exclusions 

We have received a number of queries recently from Councils who have received notification from 
their bank (primarily Lloyds Bank) advising them that the £85,000 protection may not apply.  We want 
to reassure councils that we have taken advice on this and this not an unusual activity for banks, nor 
a  change to the current arrangements. It is the bank reminding their customers of the standard FSCS 
conditions, which say: “FSCS does not protect deposits made by a public authority (including a parish 
council), unless it is a small local authority with an annual budget of up to EUR500,000”. 
  
A small local authority means a local authority with an annual budget of up to €500,000 (€500,000 is 
currently around £425,000). Therefore all Local Authorities that meet the definition of a “smaller 
authority” (i.e. the larger of their budgeted income or expenditure does not exceed €500.000) are 
covered by the FSCS and do not need to do anything specific in light of the notification. 
 
We have a more detailed guidance note that considers this in more detail, and this can be found here  
 
Good Councillors Guide 2024 
 
The latest publication of the NALC Good Councillors Guide is now available. NALC have taken the 

decision to no longer produce printed copies and so this is now only available in digital format. We 

recognise Council’s frustrations at this no longer being a physical booklet, however it still remains a 

very useful resource for new councillors. A copy can be downloaded from our website here.  

 

mailto:comms@hampshirealc.org.uk
https://hampshirealcsupport.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb/articles/13786833050001-Parkinson-Partnership-Financial-Updates
https://www.hampshirealc.org.uk/media/filer_public/no-crawl/39/22/39228b20-265a-4cba-b5a9-f45217e9ea15/nalc-good-councillors-guide-2024.pdf
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Other News 

University of Southampton Research: Local Attitudes and Preferences to Decarbonisation 

The University of Southampton is undertaking an exciting piece of research at the Sustainability and 

Resilience Institute, to map local attitudes and preferences to decarbonisation, funded by the 

Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, as part of the Solent Cluster’s Local Industrial 

Decarbonisation Plan’.  

They are gathering views and perspectives via a series of workshops with different stakeholders in 

the region, including businesses, community groups and local authorities. The methodology is called 

“plausible futures” mapping and has been applied successfully to inform decisions and policy making 

in other regions, both in the UK and abroad. 

A workshop focused on local councils’ perspectives – including parish and town councils – will be held 

on Monday 15 July between 10.30am and 12.30pm at the Future Towns Innovation Hub:  Hampshire 

ALC members are invited to participate.  More information and a form to sign up can be accessed 

here. 

 

Sharing Your Story 

D-Day 80 Celebrations! 

Thank you to those councils who have shared details and photos of their local community D-Day 

80th Anniversary celebrations; a selection of which are included below.  

 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Chandler’s Ford Parish 

Council hosted an historical 

D-Day display for three days 

within Fryern Pavilion, in 

association with Chandler’s 

Ford Archives.  

We learned so much about the history of our Parish not only through 

the research but also from those that visited the display.  Did you 

know some 11,000 troops were stationed in Hiltingbury in the lead 

up to D-Day?  There was even an American camp just yards away 

from our offices. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/futuretowns.soton.ac.uk/__;!!NO-ljftdxW2aALo!UdWLTz6vDzXgkef6HIZIG2TKQNmV7TcuYW0WTnijOcTjYrOeUNo_Xv7we9gx7HVWcCfHH_JGSmOv_q6HCpksJSxPhjZr5J7uil4KNQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&FormId=-XhTSvQpPk2-iWadA62p2L_Hwg3n65FJvyCBMBv8a3dUNUxSNjNRQ01YUTkzMDRHQTBIUERITjZZRi4u&Token=332476a6b38f417cba4c0ddb24b0f51c__;!!NO-ljftdxW2aALo!UdWLTz6vDzXgkef6HIZIG2TKQNmV7TcuYW0WTnijOcTjYrOeUNo_Xv7we9gx7HVWcCfHH_JGSmOv_q6HCpksJSxPhjZr5J7l-4IsNg$
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It was wonderful to see so many Denmead Parish Council residents come together to commemorate 

D-Day 80. The day was filled with moving events, starting with the raising of the Flag of Peace at 9 

a.m. We want to express our gratitude to everyone who took part, including the serving military 

personnel, veterans, local schools, scouts, cubs, and church. 

 

 

  

We lit the beacon at 9.15pm with the reading of tributes, along with provoking musical 

accompaniment from Otterbourne Brass Band. 

We also met Bea from the Women’s Air 

Force, who is 100 years old this year. 

She is a resident in a local care home 

and was thrilled to take part and lay a 

wreath on behalf of the Royal Air Force. 

She was presented with a certificate in 

recognition of her involvement. 

 


