Streat Parish Meeting
Clerk & RFO Elizabeth Bennett
18 Luxford Road, Lindfield,
West Sussex, RH16 2LZ
Tel 01444 483018  Email: streat.pm@btinternet.com

Minutes of Streat Parish Ordinary Meeting Tuesday 11th April 2017 at 8.15pm in Stonehealed Barn, Streat Lane.
Present: Tony Gedge (Chairman), Brian Clifford, Tim Gaynor (Committee Members) Liz Bennett (Clerk).
Villagers on electoral roll: Nick Briggs, Lesley Briggs, Reg Lanaway, Mike Sewell, Tam Large, Jane Cowley, Margaret Brown, Mike Sandercock, Sue Hancock, C. Yeldham, Richard Keys, Derek Walker, Stan Osborne.
1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted from Julie Sandercock, Linette Walker, Lance and Fiona Smith, Sue Sewell, Danielle Gaynor, Colin Juniper, Ray Whorlow and Carol Owen.

1. Minutes of last Ordinary Meeting held on 1st October 2016.
The minutes of the last annual meeting were unanimously accepted as a true and fair record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.

2. Matters arising from the minutes
a. Rectory Barn. 
The Chairman reported that the PCC has agreed that Streat Church will be upgraded by adding a toilet and kitchen with the aim of making it a community facility as well as a Church. Proposals are due from the architect shortly and the Chairman has requested that Streat Parish can have an input into the design/ plans.   The PCC 2016 forward plan includes a provision for the re-ordering of the church.  This allows for other works to be carried out to make it a user friendly facility for non-church goers. 

A discussion followed during which the following points were made:
- The Parochial Church Council’s share of the proceeds of the sale of Rectory Barn were approximately £150k, and the proposed new kitchen and toilet would account for around £30k of that. Whilst acknowledging that the PCC was legally entitled to the monies it was thought likely that some of the remaining £120k might well be used outside of Streat and Westmeston, and possibly even outside the Parish, unless some further action is taken.
- Residents of Streat and Westmeston are involved in the running of the Church but it was agreed that there should be an ongoing dialogue between the Church and the village with the possible formation of a Friends of Streat Church group.

- The village could identify additional projects to ensure that the money is used for the benefit of Streat and Westmeston.  
- The PCC must also look at the condition of the building and ensure that it is properly maintained.

After the discussion it was unanimously agreed that a letter should be sent from Streat Parish to the PCC to state that Streat Parish wish to ensure that the money is spent in a way that benefits Streat Parish and that the fund should be reviewed each year.
b. Bank Account.  The Chairman has investigated the bank accounts as agreed at the last meeting. The bank accounts were old TSB accounts that needed to be replaced by current Lloyds accounts which would enable the Clerk to view the accounts without being a signatory.

3. Accounts for the period 18th October 2016 to 31st March 2017.
The annual accounts for the period 1st April 2016 to 31st March 2017 were presented during the Annual Meeting and it was agreed that there was no need to present the accounts for the six month period October to March already included in the annual accounts.  A half-yearly update will be provided at the October Ordinary meeting.

4. Neighbourhood Plan update from Chairman.
The Chairman stated that the land referred to in Streat under this item is just that which is registered common land. The Chairman reported that during the last Neighbourhood Plan consultation, Streat common land along with 19 other areas was shown as Green Space in the draft plan. Green Space designation would provide protection against almost all development of the land. South Downs National Parish Authority (SDNP) who had been happy with the plan up to that point then decided that the plan inspector would not agree to 20 designated green spaces and Streat Common Land was one of the areas that was removed.  The Chairman was asked by the Neighbourhood Plan committee to demonstrate that Streat Common land meets the criteria for green space outlined in the National Planning Policy Framework and is “demonstrably special”.  Two letters had been sent to the majority of villagers explaining the need to establish the importance of the Common Land to the community and setting out the relevant criteria in the National Planning Policy Framework, and requesting information and opinion.  38 out of the 64 households had responded, all confirming the importance of that land to the community, and the Chairman thanked everyone for this impressive support. 

Legal advice obtained from the Neighbourhood Plan committee suggested that a policy could be written in the Neighbourhood Plan to protect Streat Common Land rather than designating it as a green space.  However, it was unclear what level of protection could be afforded by a Green Space designation or by such a policy and so the Chairman would like to adopt a belt and braces approach by including both a policy and a Green Space designation to be sure that the strongest level of protection can be achieved.  It may be that further into the process the situation becomes clearer and only one of these will be necessary.

The Chairman was asked why SDNP were involved when Streat Common land is not part of the SDNP. The Chairman explained that this is because the controlling authority is that associated with the main settlement in the Neighbourhood Plan.  In this case, it is Ditchling which is in the SDNP area.

The common land is unregistered at HM Land Registry and during the discussion the Clerk was asked to check whether there is a caution on Streat Common Land so that the committee will be notified if an application for land registration is made.

The Chairman proposed a resolution that will give the Committee the authority to pursue the protection of Streat Common land in the strongest way.

The following resolution was unanimously agreed:
“Further to the resolution dated 29th October 2013, supporting the  development of a Neighbourhood Plan with Ditchling and Westmeston parishes,  and authorising the Committee to take such action as it thinks appropriate in the best interests of Streat to achieve this, and having established that the registered common land in Streat is special to the community and regarded as a Heritage Asset and worthy of maximum protection from future development, It Is Resolved that, when agreeing the final form of the proposed draft Neighbourhood Plan, the Committee should use its best endeavours to ensure that such draft incorporates provisions to best protect such land.”

The Chairman was thanked for all his hard work pursuing this on behalf of the Streat residents.

5. Neighbourhood Watch update
Mike Sewell urged that dogs are kept on leads due to a number of incidents of sheep worrying.  The Chairman thanked Mr Sewell for his work on Neighbourhood Watch and the regular updates he sends by email.

6. Bridleway by the B2116
ESCC have a strip of land on the south side of the B2116 which was to be used for road widening. However, they have agreed to transfer the strip to the owner of the adjacent land with the provision that a bridleway and footpath be created along its whole length, just inside the hedge on its northern boundary.  This will create an East, West bridleway connected to the Jubilee Path that runs to Ditchling.

7. Planning Update 
The planning update was circulated and noted.  

8. Any other matters
Tim Gaynor reported that the bridleway that runs from Meadowsweet to the Golf course had become impassable with mud.  However, the rangers have responded quickly to our complaint and have now cleared hedgerows and begun to dig out ditches.  It is hoped that this work will continue further along the bridleway.

There will be a temporary road closure on 7th May in Streat Lane.

ESCC elections take place on the 4th May.

Residents reported that they are happy with the improved communications by email from the Committee and like to be kept up to date with any ongoing issues.

9. Date of next Ordinary Meeting.
The next meeting will be held on 17th October 2017 at 8pm.

MEETING CLOSED
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