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Your Ref:  

Our Ref: EN0610001 

Date: 6 March 2026 
 

 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Planning Act 2008 (as amended) and The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (The EIA Regulations) – Regulations 10 and 11 
 
Application by Cadent Gas Limited (the applicant) for an Order granting Development 
Consent for the H2East Pipeline: Humber to Nottinghamshire (the proposed development) 
 
Scoping consultation and notification of the applicant’s contact details and duty to make 
available information to the applicant if requested 

The proposed development is a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP), as defined in 
the Planning Act 2008 (as amended). A summary of the NSIP planning process can be found at 
the following link:  

‘Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: The stages of the NSIP process and how you can 
have your say’.   

The proposed development is currently in the pre-application stage. 

Environmental Statement (ES) and the scoping process 

To meet the requirements of The EIA Regulations, applicants are required to submit an ES with an 
application for an order granting development consent for any NSIP likely to have a significant 
effect on the environment. An ES will set out the potential impacts and likely significant effects of 
the proposed development on the environment. Schedule 4 of The EIA Regulations sets out the 
general information for inclusion within an ES. 

The applicant has asked the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary of State for its 
written opinion (a Scoping Opinion) as to the scope, and level of detail, of the information to be 
provided in the ES relating to the proposed development. The applicant has set out its proposed 
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scope of the ES in its Scoping Report which is published on the ‘Find a National Infrastructure 
Project’ website: 

https://national-infrastructure-
consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN0610001/documents 

Before adopting a Scoping Opinion, the Planning Inspectorate must consult the relevant 
‘consultation bodies’ defined in The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and 
Procedure) Regulations 2009 (as amended).  

The Planning Inspectorate has identified you as a consultation body which must be consulted 
before adopting its Scoping Opinion. The Planning Inspectorate would be grateful if you would: 

• inform the Planning Inspectorate of the information you consider should be provided in the 
ES, or  

• confirm that you do not have any comments 

If you consider that you are not a consultation body as defined in The EIA Regulations please let 
us know. 

The deadline for consultation responses is 3 April 2026. The deadline is a statutory requirement 
and cannot be extended. Any consultation response received after this date will not be included 
within the Scoping Opinion but will be forwarded to the applicant for information and published on 
our website as a late response. 

The Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the SoS is entitled to assume under regulation 10(11) of 
The EIA Regulations that you do not have any comments to make on the information to be 
provided in the ES, if you have not responded to this letter by the deadline above.  

To support the smooth facilitation of our service, we strongly advise that any responses are issued 
via the email identified below rather than by post. Responses to the Planning Inspectorate should 
be sent by email to H2East@planninginspectorate.gov.uk. 

Please note that your response will be appended to the Scoping Opinion and published on our 
website consistent with our openness policy.  

Please also note that this consultation relates solely to the ES scoping process. Further 
opportunities for you to engage with and provide views on the project more generally, will arise 
through the applicant’s own consultation. Applicants have a duty to undertake statutory 
consultation and are required to have regard to all responses to their statutory consultation.   

Scoping Opinion 

The Planning Inspectorate (on behalf of the Secretary of State) must adopt a Scoping Opinion 
within 42 days of receiving a scoping request. The Scoping Opinion will be published on the 
relevant project page of the ‘Find a National Infrastructure Project’ website at the end of the 
statutory period, or before if applicable. 

The applicant must have regard to comments made within the Scoping Opinion and the ES 
submitted with the future application must be based on the most recently adopted Scoping 
Opinion.  
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Applicant’s name and address 

As the Planning Inspectorate has been notified by the applicant that it intends to prepare an ES, 
we are also informing you of the applicant’s name and address: 

Rebecca Evans  
rebecca.evans1@cadentgas.com 
  
Cadent Gas Limited 
Pilot Way 
Ansty Park  
Coventry 
CV7 9JU 

Regulation 11(3) duty 

You should also be aware of your duty under regulation 11(3) of The EIA Regulations, if so 
requested by the applicant, to make available information in your possession which is considered 
relevant to the preparation of the ES. 

Spatial data 

The applicant has provided the Planning Inspectorate with spatial data for the purpose of 
facilitating the identification of consultation bodies to inform a Scoping Opinion (as set out in our 
Advice Page ‘Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects - Advice Note Seven: Environmental 
Impact Assessment: process, preliminary environmental information and environmental 
statements’, available on the gov.uk website). Requests by consultation bodies to obtain and/or 
use the spatial data to inform its consultation response should be made directly to the applicant 
using the contact details above. 

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Yours faithfully 

Jessica Harper 
 
Jessica Harper  
Senior Environmental Advisor 
on behalf of the Secretary of State 
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This communication does not constitute legal advice. 

Please view our Privacy Notice before sending information to the Planning Inspectorate. 
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