Morden Parish Council Meeting Minutes 13th May 2024

Morden Parish Council

The minutes of the Morden Parish Council meeting held on 13th May 2024, at 8pm at Morden Village Hall.
[bookmark: _Hlk103017901]
[bookmark: _Hlk8674439]Present: Councillors Mrs Alex Brenton (Chair), Mary Mathers (Vice-Chair), Louis Gearing and Maxine Clews.

Also Present:
Lindsay Hole (Parish Clerk).
Sally Miles (Rights of Way Officer).

Three members of the public were present.

2024/007	Apologies
None.

2024/008	Declarations of Interest 
No new declarations of interest.

2024/009	Public Participation
None.

2024/010	Parish Councillor Vacancy
No applications.

2024/011	Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the meeting for 11th March 2024 were approved.

2024/012	Matters Arising & Action Points from previous meetings

Millennium Map
To be put up, the smaller map will be put in the Village Hall or donated to the Church.

Wessex Internet
No update.  

2024/013	Planning Applications and Housing Matters
To comment on any planning applications notified to this Council up to the date of this meeting;

(a) [bookmark: _Hlk150796516]P/HOU/2024/02199, Location: Denmer House Dorchester Road Lytchett Minster BH16 6HT.  Proposal: Demolition of glasshouse and erect single storey kitchen and wet room extension. Decision: No objections.
(b) P/HOU/2024/01822, P/LBC/2024/01823, Location: Boar Hill Lodge Charborough Park BH20 7EL.  Proposal: Extension and alteration to residential dwelling with associated works. Decision: No objections.
(c) [bookmark: _Hlk166524662]P/FUL/2024/01082.  The Piggeries Higher Street East Morden Wareham BH20 7DW.  Proposal: Demolish existing building and erect a single storey detached dwelling, construct a retaining wall to rear and side and erect a single storey pitched roof outbuilding.  Decision: No objections but would have liked more information on the placement of the materials being used.



2024/014	Reports from the Dorset Councillors
Dorset Councillor Report

The Dorset Elections were held on the 2nd May and the Count on 3rd May 2024. Morden is in the Lytchett Matravers and Upton ward and Three Liberal Democrats were elected. Andrew Starr Steve Robinson and Alex Brenton. This echoed the Dorset wide trend of Lib Dem gains and the party now has a slim overall majority. We said we would try to be inclusive of other groups ideas and we will probably have a green in the Cabinet. We assume that nothing huge will change immediately as the budget is set, but small changes to answer promises given will go forward. Discussions are already taking place about relaxing some Parking charges in seaside towns as the rates are affecting shoppers in Weymouth and Lyme Regis. The Cabinet and Committee places are not finalised until Thursday at full Council, so not all the rumours are confirmed but Steve Robinson who has a long history of working with Adult Social care is tipped to be portfolio holder for Adult Services. 
I have immediately chased up our problems with the B3075 between School cross and Top Cross and hope to get a date for re-surfacing soon. 

The other important news which may affect Morden, is the Inspector has announced the Draft Purbeck Plan as sound and it may be ratified at the next Full Council.  We will have to re -read it as there were clauses in it affecting Green Belt and Sherford and the proposed SANG.

2024/015	Village Reports
Morden Village Hall (MVH) 
The AGM was held on 8 May.  The committee was re-appointed/re-elected and are now:
Rob Brenton (Chair), Claire Beveridge (Vice-Chair), Muriel Neumann (Secretary), Mary Mathers (Treasurer), Lynne Amey, Maxine Clews, Kathryn Rowat, Liz Moorey.  
The application for Certificate of Lawful Use of the solar panels was granted.  The installation is scheduled for early June.
The hall continues to be extremely busy with weekdays booked up to end July and weekends to mid October.
The St Patrick’s day celebrations, Easter Bingo and Easter Egg Hunt were very enjoyable.  A rounders match and BBQ are planned for 8 June.
2024/016	Governance Tasks (including risk assessments, parish website, Section 137 Grants, and governance documentation)
· S137 Grants & S133 – None
· New Model Financial Regulations – Deferred.

Approval of Accounts, Accounting Statements, Asset Register
Approval of Annual Accounts and Annual Governance documentation
· Approval of Asset Register
A proposal was made to accept the Asset Register and it was RESOLVED that;
The Council would approve the Asset Register.  The vote was unanimous.
· Annual Governance Statement approval
A proposal was made to approve the Annual Governance Statement after its review and it was RESOLVED that; The Council would approve the Annual Governance Statement.  The vote was unanimous.
· Accounting Statement approval
A proposal was made to approve the Accounting Statement following its review and it was RESOLVED that; The Council would approve the Accounting Statement.  The vote was unanimous.
· Accounts and audit approval
A proposal was made to approve the accounts and audit paperwork and it was RESOLVED that;
The Council would approve the accounts and audit paperwork.  The vote was unanimous. 

2024/017	Financial Matters
Cheques were authorised as follows:-

	[bookmark: _Hlk24393080]Chq No.
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	
	L Hole
	Clerk wages 
	382.28

	
	HMRC
	PAYE payment
	90.20

	
	Payroo
	Payroll software
	6.00

	
	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Adult pads
	69.54

	
	Community First
	Insurance
	409.47

	
	DAPTC
	Subscription
	96.67

	
	Blandford Concrete
	Topsoil
	54.00



2024/018	Roads and Highways

Highways department has been contacted over several road issues. Awaiting a highways report on timing for B3075 repairs. 
A large sinkhole suddenly appeared by the bus shelter, it was reported that evening and fenced off immediately. The inspector checked it the next day and hazard tape put up. It was agreed that it was probably a Wessex Water problem as it was close to a recently changed stop tap. They filled and made good within a week. 
There are several reports of blocked road drains, which have been reported.

Footpaths are generally ok.  

2024/019	Parking
Parking at New Lane is still a problem.  Action Chair Alex Brenton will get in touch with Astor and the Estate.




2024/020	Village Maintenance

The Litter Pick – this went ahead, most people agreed and did their section, not many turned up at the hall to socialise. There is not as much litter as in the past, mostly along the B3075. 
Map - The Map sent by Maria was too small to fit in the existing frame. She has resized the artwork and has sent it to the sign maker to get a bigger one. We agreed not to argue about whose fault the wrong size might be, and just get it sorted. There will be another bill just for the printing. Invoice to be checked and paid.
Signposts - We had a site visit with Roger Bond about the signposts. He is happy to refurbish Top cross and School cross, and after discussion about changing some of the wording. He has sent an estimate to be agreed at this council.  
Total cost for Top Cross including Roundel = £834
Cost for School Cross=£947. Grants available from CPRE to cover approx. 1/3 of cost usually.
Decision needed to go ahead. Roundels have to be paid for upfront. 
Decision: Approved. 

2024/021	Progress on Projects
Defibrillator. Suggestions have been made that we could place another one at Whitefields and at the pub now it has re-opened.  Discuss and check costs 

Nothing further.

2024/022	Tree Officer Report
Nothing further.

2024/023	Report and comments on burial ground
No new burials.
Tidied up before Easter. Many uneven and sunken area especially the latest burial ground. A bag of topsoil was delivered and spread, will need topping up. 
Actions - Re dress areas again after a grass cut
Sort a compost and debris bin as people dump rubbish in the soil bag. Sort a cover for the soil. New notice to order. Chase up Dorset Living Churchyards group. Start discussions with the estate about purchasing another stretch of land. 

Trethowans will be used to purchase the extension for the burial ground.

2024/024	Parish Councillor Vacancy
The Parish Council vacancy will be advertised again.

2024/025	Items for information
Nothing further.

2024/026	AOB

Planter for new lane
Agreed to purchase planter subject to permission being sought by the landowner.  

Nothing further.

2024/027	Date of next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 8th July 2024 at 7.30 pm at Morden Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.45 pm.
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