
 
 
The monthly meeting of the Parish Council was held remotely using GoToMeeting on Thursday 
14 January 2021 at 6.30pm. 
 
21/ 01 Attendees: Cllr Boon, Cllr Cons (in the chair), Cllr Duff, Cllr King, Cllr Parry, District and County 

Cllr Jackson and Lisa-Jayne Campbell (clerk) 
21/ 02 Apologies for absence: Cllr Ravenscroft 
21/ 03 Declarations of interest: None 
21/ 04 Minutes of the last meeting: Agreed as a true and accurate record 
21/ 05 Welcome interim clerk, introductions, and future arrangements: 

Councillors and the clerk made short introductions and discussed handover arrangements. 
Transferring the banking (Yorkshire Bank) is proving troublesome and councillors noted that 
they have no facility to pay the outgoing clerk the outstanding sum of £41.26 until this is 
completed. Cllr Cons agreed to phone the bank and try to expedite the transfer. Councillors 
agreed that once the banking is transferred, the clerk may continue to make payments not 
exceeding £100 on behalf of the Parish Council without prior consultation. 

21/ 06 Time allocated for public participation: No members of the public present   

 
Reports 
21/ 07 Report from District Councillor Roger Jackson:  Cllr Jackson reminded the Parish Council about 

the availability of Newark & Sherwood District Council (NSDC)’s Greener, Safer Cleaner grant, 
designed to help make the ‘district a cleaner, safer and greener place to live, work and visit,’ and 
about the availability of Notts County Council (NCC)’s COVID-19 Winter Grant Scheme to 
‘provide support to vulnerable households and families with children particularly affected by the 
pandemic throughout the winter period where alternative sources of assistance may be 
unavailable.’ Cllr Cons confirmed that the COVID-19 Winter Grant Scheme has been publicised in 
the village Facebook group and in the COVID-19 Volunteers’ WhatsApp group. 
 
The road outside The Old Volunteer has been patched. However, Councillors raised with Cllr 
Jackson the apparent short life span of surfaces applied by the new machinery, referring to other 
areas where the surface has broken and been displaced very quickly. Councillors will monitor the 
road surfaces recently attended to. 
 
The area outside The Byars, where the sinkhole was filled raising concerns about any subsequent 
effect on the culvert below, seems to be draining sufficiently during wet weather. 

21/ 08 Flood warden: nothing to report 
21/ 09 Neighbourhood watch: nothing to report 
21/ 10 Covid-19: Cllr Cons noted that she has reported the current COVID-19 spend of NCC grants back 

to them, and the expectation of spending the entire allocation during the pandemic.  
Villagers continue to work closely to support neighbours, with 17 official volunteers helping out, 
as well as considerable assistance from other villagers. Councillors discussed the requirement to 
support all villagers at this stage, rather than just those designated ‘vulnerable,’ and remain 
open to suggestions from villagers for the form this support may take going forward. Cllr Cons 
continues to organise the regular delivery of a hard copy letter to all households giving the 
contact details fo volunteers, as well as passing on information though the village Facebook 
group which currently has 105 members (out of an adult population of around 210). 
The general manager of the Old Volunteer has volunteered (boom boom!) the pub and associate 
marquee as a local vaccination centre if delivery is organised at a more granular level in future. 
 



 
Highways/village facilities  
21/ 11 Update on landscaping around Lowdham Railway Station following correspondence with 

Network Rail: Councillors discussed the fact that there are two distinct issues at Lowdham 
railways Station. One being the lack of parking spaces for the number of rail users (during more 
normal times), which is potentially a medium term problem, and in the short term, the lack of 
attention to the area in general, allowing weeds to spread unchecked, which looks unsightly and 
affects pavement users. Councillors were in agreement that Network Rail should be asked to 
properly maintain the roadside area. This matter to be discussed at the next Parish Council 
meeting with a view to writing to Network Rail before the spring. 

21/ 12 Village maintenance/highways 
   Speeding traffic: 

Speeding traffic remains an issue. The Community Speed Watch programme is paused during 
the pandemic. Councillors further discussed the possibility of purchasing a second interactive 
speed sign for the village, with installation and maintenance carried out by NCC. The clerk 
agreed to make enquiries. 

 The road and verge at Brackenhill, and the path between Brackenhill and Huggly House: 
Mike Keeling from Via is aware of the issues here, and has previously agreed that Via should 
maintain the verge running up the side of Brackenhill (perpendicular to Hoveringham Road). 
To be discussed at the next meeting.  

 
Planning 
21/ 13 New applications 
  20/02377/FUL Briar Cottage 9 Main Street Caythorpe NG14 7ED  

Demolish bungalow and replace with single storey bungalow (resubmission of 20/00602/FUL) 
02/FUL): Considering feedback from villagers, councillors agreed that following several amended 
plan submissions and withdrawals, although the current planned build looks slightly smaller than 
that previously granted permission, it seems have changed position, and now be sited in a more 
dominant position on the plot, potentially adversely affecting neighbouring properties. There 
was some concern that building work may have already begun, working to the current 
submission rather than permission that has been granted. Councillors unanimously OBJECTED. 

21/ 14 Awaiting decision by Newark and Sherwood District Council: None 
21/ 15 Applications decided by Newark and Sherwood District Council: None 

 
Finances 
21/ 16 Payments and receipts: The total Receipts in December were £2,215, boosted by the latest C-19 

contributions. Payments were £393.09, including the last quarter payment period for the 
outgoing clerk’s salary (there is still a small amount outstanding for Jan 21). This gives a balance 
of £8389.48 (however  a large chunk of this is ringfenced C-19 money).  
Brought forward      £6,567.57 
Receipts 
01/12/20                     £430              Final Allotment payment from Carole Salmon 
14/12/20                     £35                Payment by Cllr. C. Boon for unused extension lead  
14/12/20                     £500              C-19 Payment Western Power (Community Matters Fund)  
16/12/20                    £1250             C-19 Payment NCC (Community Fund £1000+£250)     
Payments   
07/12/20                     £75                 Cllr C Boon for Christmas Tree Lights 
10/12/20                     £25.99           Cllr J Cons for printer ink (C-19 cost) 
23/12/20                     £35                 ICO annual subscription 
29/12/20                     £257.10         K. Price salary 
Carry forward            £8389.48 

21/ 17 Bank reconciliation: Councillors agreed that the figures above correspond with the bank 
statements provided. 

21/ 18 Precept requirement for FY 21/22: Assuming a projected end of year balance of £4,623 (not 
including ring-fenced C-19 monies), and taking into account the anticipated cost of the clerk’s 
salary and the up-front cost of a second interactive seed sign, councillors agreed to request a 



precept of £4,000 for FY 21/22. 
   
21/ 19 Communication and engagement with village: Facebook continues to be a useful means of 

communication within the village. The PC website is also used, but to a much lesser extent. 
Thanks to Steve Hough for continuing to run the website on behalf of the PC. Councillors have 
also explored the opportunity for the use of an email-based service similar to ‘Hovwatch’ in 
Hoveringham. The PC would be supportive of a such an arrangement, but an administrator 
would need to volunteer to set it up and co-ordinate it on an ongoing basis. The suggestion will 
be mothballed until a volunteer is found.  

21/ 20 2021 meeting dates: Meetings for 2021 to be held every six weeks. Dates will be arranged prior 
to the next meeting.  

21/ 21 Correspondence received: None requiring further attention.  
21/ 22 Any other business: Councillors would like to extend their thanks, on behalf of the village, to 

Emma Hines and Peter Coy for organising the festive Christmas trees and lights. 
21/ 23 Any additional communication required as an outcome of the meeting  (for parish magazine 

etc): Cllr Cons to post on Facebook to see if anyone would like to volunteer to run a local version 
of Hovwatch. 

   
The meeting closed at 8.40pm. 

   

 
 


