
MINUTES OF THE DEWLISH PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 26TH MAY 2026 AT DEWLISH VILLAGE HALL, FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Present: 	Cllrs W Britton, D Crossman, and K Sibthorp

Chair:		Cllr M Fell

Clerk: 	Mrs A Crocker

Also present:	2 members of the public

1.	Election of Chair

26.017	Cllr Crossman nominated Cllr Fell. This was seconded by Cllr Britton and agreed unanimously. Cllr Fell signed the Acceptance of Office in the presence of the meeting. 

2.	Election of Vice Chair

26.018	Cllr Sibthorp proposed Cllr Crossman continue in the role. This was seconded by Cllr Britton. Cllr Crossman signed the Acceptance of Office in the presence of the meeting. 

3.	To receive apologies for absence 

26.019	Apologies had been received from Cllrs Josh Booth, Jane Wood and Charlie Lowis, and Dorset Cllr Jill Haynes.

4.	To receive declarations of interest and review and dispensations received 

26.020	No declarations of interest were made and no dispensation requests had been received.

5.	To agree Councillor responsibilities for the coming year 

26.021	Cllr Fell passed copies of the responsibility list for 2026 to all members.  As there are two new members and several councillors unable to attend, this will be held over to the June meeting.  

6.	To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 27th April 2026

26.022	A copy of the minutes had been issued to all members. Cllr Crossman proposed them to be a true and accurate representation of the meeting. This was seconded by Cllr Britton and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the minutes in the presence of the meeting. 

7.	Matters arising for report only 

26.023	There were no matters arising, not covered by the agenda. 

8.	To receive the Dorset Councillor’s Report 

26.024	A copy of the report had been issued with the agenda. No matters were raised. 

9.	To review and agree Policies 

26.025	To confirm the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct

	Cllr Fell proposed they are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Booth and agreed unanimously. 

26.026	To confirm the Asset Register 

	A copy of the Register had been issued with the agenda. A few minor amendments were suggested. Cllr Britton proposed the Register is accepted with the understanding that the additions will be made. This was seconded by Cllr Crossman and agreed unanimously.

26.027	To review and confirm policies and procedures 

	Copies of the existing policies are all available on the website.  The following policies were reviewed:
· Bring your own device policy
· Environmental Statement
· Equality Policy
· Model Publication Scheme
· Privacy Policy
· Safeguarding Policy

Cllr Fell proposed they are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Crossman and agreed unanimously. 

26.028	To confirm the insurance for the coming year 

	The Parish Council has been in a 3-Year Long Term Agreement, as agreed in the meeting dated 26th May 2025, item 25.029. Cllr Britton proposed the insurance arrangements continue. This was seconded by Cllr Crossman and agreed unanimously.

26.029	To review the Risk Assessment 

	A copy of the Risk Assessment was issued with the agenda. Cllr Crossman proposed this is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Sibthorp and agreed unanimously.

10.	Finance 

26.030	To agree the payment of accounts 

	The following payments had been requested:

	Cheselbourne Parish Council		50% of fingerpost repair costs	BACS105	124.69
	Hugo Fox				Web hosting 05.05.26 to 31.05.26			  11.99
	Hugo Fox 				Email hosting 11.05.26 to 07.06.26			  20.99
	A Crocker				May 2026 salary & expenses		BACS106	212.34
	HMRC					May 2026 PAYE			BACS107	  44.40
	A Gallagher				Insurance renewal to 05.06.27	BACS108	744.68

	The total amount requested from the Precept is £1,159.09.

	Cllr Britton proposed the payments are made. This was seconded by Cllr Sibthorp and agreed unanimously.

	It was noted that income received since the last meeting was as follows:

			Account interest			£16.98
			First half of Precept			£3,342.50

26.031To accept the Reconciliation of Accounts and position against budget for April 2026
	
Copies of both reports were issued with the agenda. Cllr Sibthorp proposed the reports are accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Britton and agreed unanimously.

26.032	To agree the Certificate of Exemption for the year ended 31st March 2026

	A copy of the Certificate of Exemption had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Crossman proposed the Certificate is signed and this was seconded by Cllr Britton. The Chairman and RFO signed the Certificate in the presence of the meeting. 

26.033	To agree the Annual Governance Statement 

	A copy of the Governance Statement had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Each item was considered and approved, and Cllr Crossman proposed the Statement is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Britton and agreed unanimously. The Chair and RFO signed the Statement in the presence of the meeting. 

26.034	Annual Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2026

	A copy of the Annual Statement of Accounts had been issued to all members prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Fell proposed the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2026 are accepted and signed. This was seconded by Cllr Britton and agreed unanimously. The Chair signed the Accounts Statement in the presence of the meeting. 

26.035	To confirm the dates for the Notice of Public Rights 

	The Clerk recommended that the dates are from Monday 8th June 2026 to Friday 17th July 2026. Cllr Fell proposed the recommendation is accepted. This was seconded by Cllr Sibthorp and agreed unanimously. The notice will  be displayed on the notice board and on the Parish Council website.

26.036	To appoint an auditor for the year ending 31st March 2026 and for the year ending 31st March 2017 

	The Clerk informed the meeting that the current auditor is Lantern Accounting Ltd, formerly Barket Fox. Cllr Fell proposed they continue to complete the accounts for the year ended 31st March 2026. This was seconded by Cllr Britton on agreed unanimously. 

	Cllr Fell proposed Lantern Accounting Ltd are asked to remain as auditors for the year to 31st March 2027. This was seconded by Cllr Crossman and agreed unanimously. However, following the recommendation of the auditor, quotes will be obtained from other potential auditors. 

11.	To receive reports on the following matters and agree actions 

26.037	Planning and Housing 

	P/PABA/2026/02397	Land and buildings North of Shailes Farm – erect agricultural building 

	No objections were raised as the building will not be visible from the main road. 

26.036	Police, Traffic and Roads 

	The April Police report had been issued with the agenda. No comments were made. 

	The question of mobile homes being used to live in was raised. This will be followed up with Social Services. 

26.037	Parish Amenities and Rights of Way 

	Nothing to raise.

12.	To receive reports from Parish Councillors 

26.038	 Cllr Crossman raised the issue of the Bridges – the foliage has grown so much that children are moving further down the stream where they cannot be seen from the grass area. A work party will be formed to cut the foliage back. The question of the water quality was also raised. It is understood that all the tests that have been undertaken have come back clear. Cllr Fell will look into this further and in the meantime, the Environment Agency will be contacted. 

	The gate at the top of Chalk Hill has gone – why has this happened? It is understand that this is because the landowner is chopping down the trees. Cllr Crossman will follow up on this. 

13.	To consider any correspondence received since the agenda was set 

26.039	Nothing to add.

14.	Items for the June agenda 

26.040 	- Internal Audit
		- Councillor roles
		- Asset Register

	If anyone has any items they wish added to the agenda, please contact the Clerk before the 15th June. 

15.	Date of next meeting 

26.041	The next meeting will be hold on Monday 22nd June, commencing 7.30pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.40hrs.
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Signed: …………………………………………………………
