MINUTES OF SHELDWICH BADLESMERE & LEAVELAND PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 3rd JULY 2024 IN BADLESMERE VILLAGE HALL.
Meeting opened at 8.10pm.

Present.  Councillors Harbour, Austin, Nimmo, Blythin and Cllr Rich Lehmann (SBC & KCC)

Apologies.  Received from Cllr Brookes.

Absent. 
Cllr Gould (SBC) and Cllr Scutt.
											24/22401

There were no declarations of changes in pecuniary interests or of specific items on the agenda.
											
24/22402 

Approval of June 2024 Minutes.
The minutes from the June 2024 parish meeting were approved by the parish council and signed by Cllr Harbour.

											24/22403

Matters arising.
None reported.

											24/22404


Kent Police Beat Officer - Update.
PC Gary Morris sent his apologies as was unable to attend however, confirmed that there had been no incidents reported.
Cllr Blythin informed the Parish Council that he had reported an incident of Anti-Social behaviour involving a rental car which PC Gary Morris confirmed is being investigated further.					            																				24/22405





A251 Working Group – Update.
Cllr Austin confirmed he has no updates at present however, a meeting was due to be held on 4th July.  As there had not been any information circulated it was assumed that this meeting was no longer taking place due to the elections.  Cllr Blythin reported that following his meeting with Jennie Watson regarding the gates it is also hoped that a 40mph limit will be achievable.  Cllr Blythin thanked Jennie Watson who has been extremely helpful and supportive.  Some progress is being made and the width restriction gates have been confirmed.
											24/22506


Recruiting Councillors.
Cllr Austin suggested that the Parish Council would be better equipped for recruiting councillors with a recruitment drive in place.  Cllr Brookes had placed an advert in the parish magazine with no response.  It is believed talking to residents directly improves responses.  The parish council are still trying to recruit new councillors and welcome hearing from anyone that would like to enquire further.  Cllr Scutt represents Badlesmere and Cllr Austin represents Leaveland.

											24/22507



Highways Meeting Report.
Highways was discussed in item six above.
											24/22508

Width and Speed Restrictions at Plumford Lane and Porters Lane.
Cllr Harbour informed the Parish Council that a call had been received from Andrew Keel confirming that the consultation for the width ad speed restrictions at Plumford Lane and Porters Lane had already taken place.  It was agreed that when the HIP review takes place the width and speed restrictions should be considered and included.

											22/22509

Meeting with SGN – Gas Main Replacement.
There has been concerns regarding a water leak in Selling Road which was closed on 2nd July as a result of this water leak.  The Gas Main replacement closure means there will not be any buses running on the route.  The closure will start at the motorway junction and run up to 60 metres beyond Stocks junction.  The gas replacement has been well advertised and will commence on 4th August 2024 to the end of September 2024.  It was noted that this will cause significant travel disruptions especially for parents and children attending the school as the road diversions will be extremely congested.

											22/22510






North Street.
Cllr Lehmann (KCC & SBC) stated that enforcement do not believe they are outside of scope and so will not be taking any further action.  As a result of this the parish council at present are no longer able to comment or request further action.

Action:  Clerk to draft a response to Lucy Blackwell for review by Cllr Blythin highlighting that the Parish Council followed the same procedures and due diligence that is taken with each, and every Planning application received as is expected of the parish council.


											22/22611

Waste Collection – Update.
Cllr Lehmann (KCC & SBC) informed the parish council that the waste collections are improving overall however, there are some areas identified as still having issues with collections and sadly it is the same households having these issues each week.  It was also noted that there has been some confusion relating to bin colours.  Cllr Austin confirmed that Leaveland has improved however, the bins are being damaged regularly due to poor handling.  Cllr Lehmann (KCC & SBC) stated that the lorries have CCTV and regular investigations are taking place to monitor this.
The Chief Executive is doing all they can to resolve the remaining problems and has been liaising with SUEZ regularly.  There was initially a three-month grace period where penalties could not be issued by Swale Borough Council however, this period has now expired and penalties can now be charged.

											24/22612

Badlesmere Village Hall Donation.
The Parish bank account statements were reviewed.  Cllr Blythin commented that we should place more funds from the current account into the reserve account to generate a better return.
Cllr Austin is looking into banking options that can be used by the parish council offering two signatory authorisation online as would make the payments of invoices and transferring funds between accounts a more simplified process.
After reviewing the account statements Cllr Harbour proposed that the parish council offer a donation of £1,000 to Badlesmere Village Hall as a donation towards their many visibly seen improvements to the Village Hall for all within the parish to enjoy.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr Blythin and the remainder of the parish council were in favour of this proposal.

Action:  Cllr Harbour to arrange placing surplus current account funds into reserve account as soon as a new bank account has been opened.
											24/22613






Finance.
A cheque was raised for Badlesmere Village Hall as a donation towards their refurbishment costs.  The cheque was approved by the parish council and signed by Cllr Harbour.
											24/22714

Planning.
Nothing to report.

											24/22715

Review of Actions.
*  Weston Walk sign – being progressed by Cllr Scutt and others and depending on final cost Cllr Blythin will fund from his annual allowance.  Cllr Scutt is speaking with Terry to arrange the Chestnut material for the sign.
*  Clerk to place agenda item for November’s meeting to discuss raising funds for discretionary grants in preparation for the Precept meeting – Ongoing.
*  Clerk to write to Cllr Lehmann (KCC & SBC) to make a complaint with regards to the waste collection problems – Complete.
*  Clerk to add waste collection update to July Agenda – Complete.
*  Clerk to add Badlesmere Village Hall donation to July Agenda – Complete.
*  Clerk to respond to Planning Enforcement Officer regarding the planning application with concerns of change of use from Agricultural land – Complete.

											24/22716
Meeting Closed at 8.56pm

Next meeting date to be confirmed.

Signed:
Dated:
