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From the Vicar

Happy New Year! | hope you had a lovely Christmas and New Year. |
expect it all feels a long time ago now, but | wonder if you can cast your
mind back and recall your highlights of the season? | particularly
enjoyed the traditional Carol Service, with the Oxford Intermezzo Choir,
in Cuddesdon; and all the services around the Benefice on Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day. It was also lovely to host an exhibition of
Robert’s prints of the Nativity and Infancy of Christ. Many of us enjoyed
a very interesting talk, and a glass of wine, at the launch evening.

As | write this, the season of Epiphany is drawing to a close. Sunday
(28th January), at All Saints’, we will celebrate the Feast of Candlemas,
or The Presentation in the Temple. During this service, we turn away
from the Crib and Christmas, and turn towards Lent and the Cross.

During Lent, the Diocese of Oxford is inviting people to ‘Come and
See’ — to explore the Christian faith afresh. We invite you to come
along and see what is happening at All Saints’ Church. All are wel-
come to any of our services and events.

You might also want to sign up for the Diocese of Oxford’s daily emails
throughout Lent, and weekly videos — sign up at www.oxford.
anglican.org/come-and-see This year, the theme is “The Way of
Love,” and we will be exploring what it means to be loved by God, to
love God, and to love our neighbours as ourselves.

In our own Benefice, here in Cuddesdon, the church is organising
a series of Lent Breakfasts, on Saturday mornings in the Village
Hall. Please do join us, as we take the opportunity to eat together,
and to think about what Lent and Holy Week mean to us as individuals
and as a church.Please do Come and See — and invite a friend or
neighbour, too.

| hope to see you in All Saints’, or out and about in the village, soon.
God bless

Revd Karen x



4th February
8:00am
9:30am

11th February
9:30am

14th February
2.00pm

February Services in
Saints’ Church, Cuddesdon

The Second Sunday before Lent
Holy Communion
Parish Communion

The Sunday next before Lent
Parish Communion

Ash Wednesday
A reflective Benefice service to mark the beginning

of Lent, with Holy Communion and the Imposition of Ashes, followed
by coffee, tea and biscuits, in St Mary’s, Garsington

7:00pm

A reflective Benefice service to mark the beginning

of Lent, with Holy Communion and the Imposition of Ashes, in St
Giles’ Church, Horspath

18th February
8.00am
9:30am

25th February
9:30am

3rd March
8:00am
9:30am

10th March
9:30am

The First Sunday of Lent
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion

The Second Sunday of Lent
Parish Communion

The Third Sunday of Lent
Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Communion

The Fourth Sunday of Lent/ Mothering Sunday
Parish Communion

There will be extra services in the Benefice during Lent and Holy Week-
watch out for details soon, on posters on church and village noticeboards
and on Cuddesdon & Denton and All Saints’ Church Facebook pages.



Update on the Bat and Ball

As you have probably surmised, the pub is currently
undergoing some renovations and we are pleased to
report, will be opening some time soon.

It is saved! Thanks again for all your support!
Nicko King

Cuddesdon and Denton WI

We would be delighted to see former members, current
members and new members so do come along, bring a
friend and enjoy getting to know everyone. Refreshments
are served. We meet in the Village Hall at 6.45pm.

The next meeting will be:

Wed Feb 7th.
A special buffet supper party to celebrate Cuddesdon and Denton W/’s
35th Birthday. Come along and enjoy the evening and hear about our
past 35 years.

Wed March 6th
We will be painting eggs in readiness for Easter followed by our Annual
General Meeting.

Pauline Hessey



11 Saints’ Chureh Choir

An informal choir singing at All Saints’ Church,
Cuddesdon, every fourth Sunday of the month.
All ages welcome.

Please contact Ron Stern
ron@thesterns.org.uk or 01865 872863

Whether or not you've been in a choir before,
do come and give 1t a try.
VWe rehearse and sing just once a month.
It's fun, and we get to sing some great music.

Cuddesdon and Denton Village Hall.
Wednesday 14th February 2024 at 8pm

2003 (19)

Hugh Grant, Martine McCutcheon,
Liam Neeson. Dir. Richard Curtis.

Follow the lives of eight very different couples in dealing with their
love lives in various loosely interrelated tales all set during a
frantic month before Christmas.

Film Club yearly membership £5 concessions £3 family
£15 visitors for one night £1.

Mark Chapman, John Cook. Email: jande.cook24 @gmail.com




Daffodils on Cuddesdon Green

A HUGE thank you to the people that came to help on a sunny Saturday
morning to plant daffodils last November.

Everyone set too with spades, bulb diggers and in less than 2 hours over
800 bulbs had been planted on the village green and we were enjoying
coffee and biscuits , marvelling at the efforts in what was somewhat dif-
ficult rubbly earth!

Atrue community effort...and any time now, we will see the fruits of our labours.

Thank you to everyone, the parish council for funding the bulbs and
Christine in particular who attempted to oversee the digging...

Dee

Cuddesdon Coffee Morning

The next Coffee Morning will take place on Tuesday
13th February at 10.30-12.00 in the Village Hall.

Do come along and meet up with friends. We would love to welcome
new members especially anyone new to the village.

Entry £1 to include coffee and biscuits and we always have an excellent
raffle.

We look forward to seeing you there.
Jean, and Marion and Lynda






Parish Council

The new owner of the Tithe Barn at Dove House has submitted a revised
planning application for the barn’s conversion to a residence
(P23/S4142/S73 and P23/S4119/LB) and the Parish Council supports
this application.

The redesign includes an open living space in the main building with a
home office in the western wing and a bedroom wing to the east. The
other significant change is that there will not be any rooflights in the barn
as previously proposed. Instead the roof of the building will be unbroken
and there will be additional openings in the external walls to let light in.

The Parish Council remains concerned about the reduction in the number
of trees and shrubs near the road, although any comments we have
made to the District Council’s Planning Officer about this have been ig-
nored for several years.

The new owner is eager to plant appropriate trees to the front of his
property to make the aspect from the road more acceptable.

An appeal has been lodged with the District Council against the rejection
of planning permission for the erection of a two storey garage and garden
store at 1 Dove House Lane (P23/51892/HH). The rejection considered
the development to be inappropriate in the green belt, but the appeal
argues that the new building is a proportionate addition and conforms to
requirements for development in the green belt.

The District Council has granted planning permission for the two storey
rear and side extension at 27 Parkside (P23/3259/HH).

The carols round the Christmas tree were very successful again this year.
Thanks to Mark Chapman who led the carols and to the Flocktons & the
Kings who managed the refreshments. And thank you to David Keene
who obtained and put up the Christmas tree on Cuddesdon Green and
the Baylies for decorating it with lights.

Mike Mount Parish Clerk



From The Parish Council Chairman
February 2024

Dear Parishioners,
| hope everyone’s had a good start to 2024.

Many of you will have seen activity at the Bat & Ball and we look forward
to the pub re-opening very soon. The popularity of the pop-up pub before
Christmas shows only too well the importance of this village hub and
many thanks to Nicola and Jon for 3 days of merriment in ther Village
Hall that reminded us how much we like to get together.

| wanted to take a moment to mention all the ways you can find out
information and news about the Parish, aside from this Newsletter.

The Newsletter, PC minutes and many pages of information and archive
can all be found on the Parish Website which is run by the PC.
Website - http://www.cuddesdonanddenton.org/

The Facebook page has been running for years now and remains a great
source of information about events and also at times urgent news.
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/cuddesdonanddenton/

Many of you will know that we set up a Parish Covid 19 Support
WhatsApp group at the start of the pandemic. This has now been
relabelled as the Parish Support and News Group. It is run by the
community for the community and if anyone knows neighbours who
would like to join then please ask. Amongst the Administators on the
group are Jeremy Turner as well as Evie Bennett and myself from the
PC.

Importantly the WhatsApp group is for news that’s important for all of us
and at times could keep the village safe, so it’s not the platform for
general gossip, as we want parishioners to stay on and not be deluged
with too many posts.

| look forward to seeing many of you in the pub soon.
Ohana, Chris



John Howell MP writes... January 2024

Even before the Christmas decorations were down, or perhaps before they
went up, speculation on the date of the General Election has been hotting
up. It could actually be as late as January 2025, but whatever the date, the
campaigning is already underway. Not just in the battle for media attention
and getting messages out, but also in more subtle ways. In Parliament the
increase in emails on specific issues referring to the next Party Manifesto is
noticeable. In parliament the use of mechanisms to promote specific issues,
such as Early Day Motions and Westminster Hall debates is increasing.

Early Day Motions (EDMs) are motions that formally call for debate in the
House of Commons but there is no timeline, simply at an ‘early day’ and few
ever get debated. They are often used on behalf of campaign groups the
reality, known by all involved, is that they rarely achieve anything. In any one
Parliamentary session there will be well over a thousand EDMs tabled, and
at an average cost of a several hundred pounds each, this is a substantial
cost to the taxpayer. Given that they are ineffective, along with many
colleagues on both sides of the House, | decided some time ago that | would
not sign EDMs. Instead, there are many other more effective ways to raise
an issue or lobby government. Whilst EDMs can only be signed by MPs we
now have e-petitions which can be signed by anyone. These have much
more success in raising awareness of issues and some do get debated.

There is also a note of caution on Westminster Hall debates. | said above
that | have often held a Westminster Hall debate. An MP uses a Westminster
Hall debate to raise issues of concern to them. They are formal debates
recorded in Hansard, but there are not votes. However, they do get a
response from a Minister. So, whilst the debate is important to the MP holding
it, the attendance of other MPs is neither critical nor representative of the
wider support for the issue. Sometimes it is just not possible to attend.

| havemade public that it is not my intention to stand as a candidate for the
next General Election. | have served the Constituency since 2008 | continue
to take an interest in the views of constituents and, with the support of my

team, assist those constituents wanting help.
Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA






A Great Place To Grow

Our New Year is well under way and by the time you read this, we will
all be used to writing 2024! All sessions are drop-in, except our popular
Maple Chefs which is bookable via Eventbrite. We have a few
changes to our programme this time at The Maple Tree.

Mondays: Messy Monday at 10 -11:30am & Twinnies at 2 -4:00pm
Tuesdays: Once Upon a Rhyme-Time at 10 -11:30am

Wednesdays: Little Explorers at 10-11:30am & Maple Chefs at 1-3pm

Thursdays: Baby and Bump Cafe at 9:30-11:30am
The Maple Tree at Forest Hill Village Hall at 11-12:00pm.

Fridays: Little Chatterboxes at 10: -11:30am

3rd Saturday Every Month: Family Fun at 10:00-11:30am, Check
out our Website and Facebook page for more details and look out for
our next Paediatric First Aid training, coming in February.

Did you know that it costs nearly £100,000.00 to keep The Maple tree
running for a year? Please do get in touch if you would like to help
with the fundraising. Our next big event is Daffodil Day at Shotover
House on Sunday 17th March. We need volunteers to direct traffic
and pedestrians, collect tickets, serve teas, coffees and cakes, and
to bake goodies in advance, if you are unavailable on the day.

Have you thought about becoming a Friend of the Maple Tree offering
monthly financial support or volunteering at one of the sessions
above? These are two other ways that you can support our lovely
charity. (Charity number:1174117).

We are here to help if you need advice or support:

01865 236700 or 07849 466249. email: info@mapletree.org.uk
facebook: www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley

website: www.mapletree.org.uk instagram: @themapletreecentre

Laura Spencer. The Maple Tree Centre Manager






Happy New Year!

In the spirit of the new year, there are a few new initiatives occurring
in the library over the next few months. We have a new Digital Helper
session on alternate Thursday afternoons 2:30-3:30p.m. for anyone
who needs help with a specific computer or online query. Please
contact us to book a Digital Helper session or speak to a member of
staff in the library for further details.

A new Storytime session will begin soon on alternate Saturday
mornings for children ages 4-7, so keep an eye out for specific dates
and times that will be posted in the library and on our website at
bit.ly/WheatleyLibrary.

Here’s a reminder of our regular events:
~® Rhymetime: Free & every Friday, 10:30 a.m. for kids up to 5 yrs

~& Digital Helper: Free & alternate Thursdays, 2:30 — 3:30p.m.

~® Jigsaw Puzzle Swap: First Saturday each month, 9:30-12:30 p.m.
& Art Group: 1st & 3rd Monday afternoon, 4 — 6 p.m.

~® Fibre Group: 1st & 3rd Monday afternoon, 2 — 4 p.m.

For news and event updates, follow the ‘Friends of Wheatley Library’
Facebook page. Our Wheatley Friends Group would benefit from
additional members so if youd like to join, please Vvisit
wheatleylibrary.org or send a Facebook message.

We recently recruited several fantastic new volunteers to work in the
library so please keep your eye out for those new faces, who we
are very happy to have on board! For library queries, please email
wheatley.library @oxfordshire.gov.uk or call 01865 875267.

Hope to see you soon!












John Howell MP writes October 2023

The structure of Government, national and local, can be confusing. When
someone needs help with something it can be difficult to know just who is
responsible for what, and therefore who can help when things do not go as they
should. | often receive requests from people to help them with issues that are
not parliamentary matters and with which | cannot help. | appreciate that this
can be frustrating and so | thought that it might help if | set out who does what.

It is often thought that an MP sits at the top of a hierarchy of Government and
has power to direct local councils. This is not the case. Local councils are
autonomous, and MPs do not have any jurisdiction over local council decisions.
Hence local councils have their own elected representatives in the form of
councillors. People elected to these councils have direct access to officers at
the respective councils and so are better placed to take up relevant issues. |
have found that referring to local councillors is the quickest way to get action.

So, to help steer through the hierarchy let me set out who does what. Essentially
as an MP | can help with issues and concerns that relate to central government
departments. In Oxfordshire we have three tiers of local government, the County
Council, District Councils and Parish Councils or Parish Meetings. Oxfordshire
County Council is responsible for local services such as education, social
services, transport, roads, rights of way, libraries, the fire service, and bus
subsidies. The constituency is served by two district councils, Cherwell and
South Oxfordshire. They are responsible for local services, including planning,
housing, rubbish collection, environmental services, leisure services, some car
parks and council tax collection. Parish Councils and Parish Meetings deal with
very local concerns and can influence the other councils on behalf of residents.

Whilst on the topic of what | can and cannot do it may also be helpful to comment
on requests to attend specific events. When Parliament is sitting MPs are
expected to be in Westminster from Monday to Thursday, unless on other
parliamentary business elsewhere. During a week in Westminster there are
many competing demands such as scrutinising legislation, attending debates,
committees, and other meetings. These competing demands mean that it is not
always possible to attend a particular debate or drop-in session that a constituent
may ask me to attend.

| hope that setting this out is helps and answers several questions that | have
been asked. If there is a particular issue that concerns you, please do share
your thoughts. My contact details are on my website www.johnhowell.org.uk.

Printed and promoted by John Howell MP House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA




































% Parish Directory «

PARISH Council

Please contact Parish Council via email : cuddesdon.dentonpc@gmail.com
Robin Baylie 21 Parkside, Cuddesdon 872340
Evie Bennett Stile Cottage, Denton Hill, Cuddesdon

Stuart Flockton 1 Orchard View, Cuddesdon

Chris Luke Oak Tree Cottage, Denton 875551
Arthur Smith-Fitchett The Orchard, Cuddesdon 876048
Philip Spinks 1 The Granary, Dove House Lane, Cuddesdon
Louisa Vincent The Stables, Church Road, Cuddesdon

Clerk : Mike Mount 3 The Lane, Cuddesdon 874135
OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

County Tim Bearder 07789 754727
Councillor tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk

SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

District Sam James-Lawrie

Councillor sam.james-lawrie@southoxon.gov.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH:

P Rutt Co-ordinator Denton 874402
R Baylie Parkside 872340
] Bennett Wellbourne 874582
] Cook Cuddesdon 874416
] Luke Denton 874440
G O’Shea Chippinghurst 872995
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE:

Bookings : Susan Palmer - villagehall.cuddesdon@gmail.com

Gillie Ruscombe King - vice Chair and key holder 873721
WOMENS INSTITUTE:

Secretary: Jackie Redgwell tba

SURGERY: Morland House, London Road Wheatley 872448







