[bookmark: _GoBack]Joint HS2 Update from
Woore Parish Council and Woore Parish Action Group July 2019

Current situation
· HS2 HGVs will start to roll through our Parish in April 2020 –   
ie 9 months away. This will continue for at least 6 years
· Peak traffic numbers have now been altered to spread from 3 months to over 12 months. Peak numbers means  between 350 – 500 HGVs, per day, for 6 days a week including Saturdays
· The traffic route follows all the main roads through our Parish – A51, A525. It will affect all other connecting roads in terms of traffic build up eg connecting routes with A53 and routes to M6 access junctions
· The junction at the cross roads of the A51/A525 will be unrecognisable after alterations to create turning space for the HGV vehicles.  
NB Widening the road includes: 
· Removal of pedestrian pavements, road signs, street lights
· Reduction of parking spaces near the village shop
· Removal of the old bus stop, the flower containers and displays
What have we been doing on behalf of the Parish?
1. Meeting with Owen Paterson MP for North Shropshire and representatives from HS2 to explore mitigation options (on average every 4 months) – all of our suggestions having been rejected by HS2 including: 
· Using the old railway tracks at Manor Road either as train haulage or road route for HGVs
· Providing a temporary haulage route around the Parish avoiding/reducing HGV traffic numbers 
· Protesting against the chosen route which creates a 20 +mile diversion route and providing alternative road route options to HS2
2. Presenting a Petition on behalf of the Parish to the Select Committee for HS2 in the House of Commons
3. Writing directly to the Prime Minister to request help against the disenfranchisement of this Parish 
4. Attending HS2 PR events and Lobbying at Hustings re lack of transparency in HS2 plans, misinformation and effects on communities along the route
5. Achieved a first engagement meeting with Shropshire County Highways representatives to attend a joint meeting with the HS2, WPC, WPAG 
What happens next?
1. 3rd reading of the HS2 Phase 2A Bill is to heard in the House of Lords in July 2019
2. Woore Parish Council and Woore Parish Action Group will be presenting Petitions to the House of Lords to seek mitigation and compensation for the Parish
3. Meeting with HS2 re safety measures and physical changes proposed within  the Parish eg creating passing laybys for HS2 HGVs
4. Currently gathering evidence to challenge HS2 regarding air quality data
5. Responding to recent information that HS2 will not always use Euro VI type trucks (used in air quality calculations) and that they do not have a system in place for ensuring Contractors comply with this condition. 
6. Researching imminent Highways alterations in the Parish and along the approach roads. 
Woore Parish Council and Woore Parish Action Group, continue to;
· research and lobby to find a way to alter the proposed route 
· lobby and negotiate plans to ensure the safety of Parishioners 
· work on plans to mitigate the physical damage to our Parish. 
What can you do?

· Write, email, and use social media to lobby our MP and Shropshire County Leaders to review the decision on this route. It is not too late. 
· Attend the proposed joint HS2, Shropshire County ‘drop in’ in the Village Hall in September – (date to be confirmed)
· Write to the newspapers
· Contact the local television news programmes
· Phone in to radio programmes

Keep updated via the Woore Parish Council website  www.wooreparishcouncil.org
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