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Get your aches & pains eased  
by a professional, fully insured  

Graduate Sports Therapist  
in Benenden. 

 
Injury assessment, massage, 
stretching, cupping, taping  
& exercise rehabilitation. 

 
Reduce pain,  

improve your flexibility,  
strength & posture  

with Rebecca Manford  
(BSc Hons MSST) 07923 965601

MOVING? 
NEED AN EXTRA 
PAIR OF HANDS?  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL THE TEAM ON 07766 000064

THE HOUSE MOVERS FRIEND are a small team of kind and sympathetic 
ladies who can help with all aspects of house moving including:

• Sensitive help with de-cluttering 

• Staging rooms ready for sale 

• Arranging for small remedial 
repairs prior to marketing 

• Packing and creation of inventories 

• Sourcing of quotations for removal 
firms and other related services 

• Change of address correspondence 

• Curtain alterations 

Plus, so much more… no project is 
too large or too small.

Lunch & Supper served 
Wednesday - Saturday

Regular Open Mic Nights

Sunday Music Sessions

Bar Open Everyday

Roaring Fires & Cosy Corners

Local Wine, Cider & Ales

Good Pub Food

 Functions & Events Catered For
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@ b u l l b e n e n d e n  e n q u i r i e s @ t h e b u l l a t b e n e n d e n . c o . u k  

The Bull at
Benenden

Est. 1608.

A Warm
Welcome Awaits! 

All Guttering Maintenance  
Cleaning, Repairs or Replacement  

Fully insured  
Phone Mark on 

01580 292343   07762 461381
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Editorial

The Benenden Magazine is published monthly as a joint venture by Benenden Parish Council  
and St George’s Parochial Church Council. It is distributed free to all residents of the parish. Opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers. Responsibility for accuracy of information rests 
with contributors and advertisers. Neither the publishers nor the editors shall be held responsible for 
or endorse any opinions, products or services printed in the magazine or directory. 
 
Editors: Ruth Clark, Peter Thomas 
Editorial Board: PCC Rep: Cathy Presgrave, PC Rep: Nicola Thomas, Treasurer: Charles Trollope, 
Business and Advertising Manager: Paul Leek, Advertising Assistant: vacant 
Distribution: Marilyn and Dick Hill, Layout Editor: Camilla Macdonald 
 
Contributions to: benendenparishmagazine@gmail.com by the 10th of the preceding month. 
Advertising orders or queries to: advertising.benendenmag@gmail.com. 
Distribution queries to: dd.rhill@btinternet.com. 
Postal address: c/o Community Office, Benenden Village Hall, Benenden, TN17 4DY   07593 226462 
 
Printed by Wealden Print, Flimwell, Kent   01580 466442   info@wealdenprint.co.uk

At the start of the month, we were feeling very pleased with ourselves. This was to be remembered 
as the edition that marked our tenth anniversary - a whole ten years since the mag was transformed 
into an all-singing, all-dancing, full-colour, A4 representation of our busy and vibrant community. 
 
Building on the work of its founders, we like to think the current team has picked up the village ball 
and run with it, to the point where visitors to Benenden often comment on what a remarkable 
publication this is for a parish of this size. We, of course, point out that this is a remarkable parish. 
 
This month, we’re looking forward to the Benenden Art Fair; celebrating the efforts of some retiring 
village fete stalwarts and some questing Benenden adventurers; focusing on the need to protect our 
natural environment; reminding people they have the chance to take part in both a Butch Cassidy and 
the Sundance Kid film night and a hard-fought quiz at the village hall. 
 
Then, sadly, came the hammer blow that one of our greatest supporters, the wonderful Peter Driver, 
had passed away. We were already celebrating the life of another friend of the magazine, Rohan 
Barnett, when news of Peter’s death reached us, and the loss is still very much in our hearts. 
 
Peter was a great contributor to these pages as our de facto wildlife correspondent, following on 
from his great work on the Benenden Nature Facebook page; if you asked him for a 750-word piece 
about local bats, it would appear two days later - following a brief protestation that such a task  
might be beyond him. It never was. 
 
I like to think he’s looking down from on high, delighted to see that we’re championing local 
hedgehogs. I think next month will make him chuckle, too, when he realises that the obituary we’re 
going to carry will make him, in these parts at least, more talked about than even Robert Redford. 
We’ll miss him, but he leaves the parish a better place than he found it. 
 
Peter Thomas, Co-Editor
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Church Calendar

St George’s Church 
Rector: Revd David Commander   240658   revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Associate Priest: Revd Ylva Blid-Mackenzie   01233 820100   rev.ylva@gmail.com 
Churchwarden: David Collard   241944   d.collard49@btinternet.com 
Churchwarden: Sue Fisher   241907   sue@undaunted.co.uk 
www.benendenchurch.org   850849   benendenchurch@gmail.com 
Please inform the Rector, Associate Priest or Churchwardens if you, or anyone else, is ill. 
Sunday 5 October           8am Communion               10am All-age                5pm Choral Evensong 
                                                                             Communion 
Sunday 12 October          8am BCP Communion        10am Pet Service 
Sunday 19 October          8am Communion               10am Sung Eucharist 
Saturday 25 October                                                                                 4pm Connect Four 
                                                                                                               at Mission Church, Sandhurst 
Sunday 26 October          8am Communion               10am Morning Worship 
Morning Prayer                8am Mondays and Fridays 
 
 
Mission Church, Sandhurst 
Rector: Revd David Commander   240658   revdavidcommander@gmail.com (day off: Thursday) 
Morning Prayer                8am Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
Mid-week Communion      10am Tuesdays 
 
 
Iden Green Congregational Church 
Pastor: Tobin Bird   240027   www.idengreen.org.uk 
Sunday Services                10am Morning Worship       5.30pm Evening Worship 
The 10am Morning Worship is broadcast on our YouTube channel: search ‘Iden Green Congregational Church’. 
 
 
The Roman Catholic Chapel of Our Lady and St Joseph TN17 4EL 
Fr Barry Grant   713364   www.sttheodore-cranbrook.org 
Masses                            9am Sundays                      7.30pm Holy Days 
 
 
From the Parish Registers 
Weddings                           20 September   Brogan Hogg and Max Dallison 
                                         27 September   Charlotte Gardener and Ben Thompson 
 
Funerals                             10 September   Peter Driver   Funeral 
                                         19 Elizabeth Moore   Thanksgiving Service and interment



Any unfulfilled promises in the busyness of this year? 
And so the year continues to march onwards. September was a busy month within the village 
and church. The new school/academic year started; with new classes or teachers for most 
children; new schools for many; off to university for the first time or returning to uni; starting 
new jobs at new schools or in new roles for some adults. Both the children and the adults need 
our support and encouragement as they step into something new (age does not completely 
eliminate the nerves). 
 
We’ve also had: the Ride+Stride sponsored event to raise funds for Friends of Kent Churches; 
our regular Grief and Loss café; a Scarecrow Festival in St Nicholas; a Canterbury Diocesan 
roadshow to the Weald Deanery; and our Harvest Festival services. At St George’s we gave all 
the non-perishable food donations (thank you) to Nourish - a foodbank charity in Tunbridge 
Wells serving this area - and Water Aid, an international charity working to supply clean water  
to so many communities who do not have what we take for granted. 
 
Now we move into October and things quieten down a little. Important but not particularly 
exciting is the quinquennial at St George’s Church, an inspection of the fabric of the church -  
the church building - undertaken every five years, checking if bits have fallen off, or are about  
to fall off, or if there’s any leaks, or the church electrics need attention. As the church is well 
maintained, it is hoped there won’t be any major surprises ... or expenses. 
 
There will be a meeting in the Weald Deanery with a guest speaker talking about the work of 
Social Justice Network, and St George’s will be holding a Pet Service at 10am on 12 October. 
Pets of all shapes and sizes are welcome, as are their responsible owners. It’s an opportunity  
to thank God for the blessing of the animals dear to us. 
 
We will also be preparing for another important service in our church year: All Souls’ Day  
on Sunday 2 November. At this service we all gather to remember loved ones who have died, 
whether in the past year or many years ago, we still miss, love and remember them. Please  
come along and light a candle for a loved one - 7.30pm at St George’s. Any names to be read  
out should to be sent to Cathy Baker, please: benendenchurch@gmail.com). Then, before you 
know it, it will be Remembrance, the Mini Market (at the Mission Church in Sandhurst), Advent, 
the Parish Carol Service and Christmas - there, I’ve said it, Christmas - and another calendar 
year will draw to a close. 
 
Do not get to the end of the year with regrets. If you promised yourself at the beginning of the 
year to try something new or do something different, and you’ve not done it yet, now is the time 
to get on and do it, so that you don’t bemoan (again) not getting around to it. 
 
Revd David Commander, Rector and Area Dean 
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Church Letter
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Village Calendar

October 
Thursday 2 Hug in a Mug, Benenden’s Community Shop, 10am p.17 
Friday 3 Benenden Art Fair, Benenden Village Hall, 6-8pm p.24 
Saturday 4 Churchyard Working Party, St George’s, Benenden, 9.30-12noon 
Saturday 4 Benenden Art Fair, Benenden Village Hall, 10-5pm p.24 
Saturday 4 Tabletop Curling, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Sunday 5 Benenden Art Fair, Benenden Village Hall, 10-4pm p.24 
Sunday 5 National Open Garden Scheme, Balmoral Cottage, Benenden, 12noon-5pm p.13 
Tuesday 7 Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am 
Tuesday 7 Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am 
Wednesday 8 Hemsted Park, Harry the Piano, Benenden School Recital Hall, 7pm p.21 
Fri 10-Sat 11 Hemsted Park, Sherlock Holmes: The Hunt for Moriarty,  

Benenden School Theatre, 7pm p.21 
Saturday 11 Golf Game, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Sunday 12 Apple Day, Standen Street Fruit Farm, Iden Green, 1.30pm p.9 
Tuesday 14 Village Lunch, Benenden Village Hall, 12.30pm p.9 
Wednesday 15 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Lunch at Merriments, Hurst Green, 12noon p.12 
Friday 17 Hemsted Park, The Real Manhunter, Benenden School Theatre, 7.30pm p.21 
Saturday 18 Quiz Night, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Monday 20 Parish Council Meeting, Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm 
Tuesday 21 Mobile Library, bus stop outside Benenden Village Hall, 10-10.30am 
Tuesday 21 Mobile Library, Benenden Hospital, 10.40-11.10am 
Tuesday 21 Iden Green and Benenden WI, History of Great Dixter, Memorial Hall, 2pm p.12 
Wednesday 22 Benenden Gardening Club, Matthew Reese: Malverleys Garden,  

Benenden Village Hall, 6.30pm p.9 
Thurs 23-Fri 24 Hemsted Park, Spot’s Birthday Party, Benenden School Theatre, 11am & 2pm p.21 
Saturday 25 Ladder Toss, St George’s Social Club, 8.15pm 
Sunday 26 The Angry Whelk Fresh Fish Stall, Benenden Village Hall, 12-2pm 
Monday 27 Benenden’s Community Shop, AGM, Memorial Hall, 7pm p.17 
Tuesday 28 Merry and Bright, Talk on Windmills, Memorial Hall, 2pm p.14 
Thursday 30 Hemsted Park, London Concertante Four Seasons,  

Benenden School Centenary Hall, 7pm p.21 
Friday 31 Craftanoon: All Hallows Eve, Benenden’s Community Shop, multiple time slots p.17 
Friday 31 Iden Green and Benenden WI, Social Afternoon, Memorial Hall, 2pm p.12 
 
Iden Green Toddler Group 
Tuesdays during term time in Iden Green Congregational Church, 9-11.30am 
 
Wednesday Coffee Mornings 
Wednesdays in the Memorial Hall, 10-11.30am 
 
Cakes & Chaos: Toddler Group 
Fridays during term time in St George’s Church, 9-11am
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Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 20 October, 
Iden Green Pavilion, 7pm 

Parish Council

For those of you who did not know, Benenden Parish Council (BPC) has lost a much-valued 
colleague recently following a short illness. Peter Driver lived in Iden Green, becoming a 
councillor in September 2018, and we are all glad he decided it would be a worthwhile thing to 
do. He was a real asset who brought a wide range of experience, knowledge and a great sense  
of humour to his duties, along with a consistently kind and likeable temperament. 
 
Peter’s clear passion for nature and the environment made him an obvious choice to take the 
lead on the creation of a wild-flower meadow on land next to the primary school known as the 
Beacon Field, for which the BPC has responsibility. Since 2021 this has been a real challenge and 
hard work, but Peter was good at recruiting volunteer help from fellow councillors, locals and the 
Bumblebee Conservation Trust, whose help and advice has been invaluable. We will all remember 
Peter’s reports at PC meetings, regaling us with tales of the invasive Creeping Thistle and the 
ever-marching Bristly Oxtongue! The good work that he brought to the meadow will continue in 
his absence and one fine day, in the not-too-distant future, it will come to fruition and be enjoyed 
by us all. 
 
Peter also took the lead on highways and was ever optimistic and cheerful that the inertia on  
the part of Kent County Council on issues such as signage, potholes and the ever-present volume 
and speed of traffic throughout the parish would be resolved, believing that perseverance might 
just win the day. The highways improvement plan, which Peter did a lot of work on for Benenden, 
has been reviewed and submitted several times since 2022, keeping the core issues of the plan to 
the forefront. In his last parish council magazine letter, Peter spoke about Speedwatch, which he 
had also taken part in many times over the years, and which, due to lack of regular volunteers, 
had been disbanded. As was mentioned in the September issue, Speedwatch is about to be 
resurrected, something which I know Peter would heartily approve of. 
 
Julie Lewis, Parish Councillor 
julielewis@benendenparishcouncil.org 

 
Caroline Levett, Benenden Parish Council Clerk 
07593 226462   clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org 
For more information see our website   www.benendenparishcouncil.org   or find us on Facebook
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l   Home   l   Garden   l 
Property Maintenance 

Plumbing & Handyman Service 
 

Local & Trusted 
~  We’ll take care of your home  ~ 

Fast, local emergency help. 
No job too small. 

No call­out charge. 
 

Chris Leach   07919 143755 
leachfamilly@gmail.com 
www.pipesandnails.com

ELECTRICIAN 
Do you want a safe, reliable, 

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician ? 
Security Lighting - Smoke Detectors - Rewires - Extra Sockets        

Fault finding - L.E.D Lighting - New Builds & Extensions 
NEW FUSE BOARDS 

                              Fully insured qualified electrician. 6 year Guarantee 

I assure you of a quick response 

Call Nick now 01580279907 
email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk 
www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk 

       ELECTRICIAN 

 
 

Call Nick now 07776 254458

Do you want a safe, reliable, reasonable priced Electrician?

Outside Lights - Smoke Detectors - No Job Too Big or Small
LED Lighting - Fault finding - Extra Sockets

ELECTRICIAN

NEW FUSE BOARDS

PILATES CLASSES 
for all abilities Call 

077747 464828  
Email 

pilateswise@mail.com  
Scan

“Kat is such a great 
teacher/mentor, I would 
highly recommend 
her classes.” 
Nicci, Benenden

GROUP MAT CLASSES 
Monday  8.30pm 
Benenden Village Hall 
 
Wednesday  10.15am 
Benenden Village Hall 
 
Thursday  9am 
Bloomsburys, Biddenden 
 
Thursday  7.45pm 
St Andrew’s Church Hall, Tenterden 
 
 
 
GROUP REFORMER CLASSES 
PRIVATE ONE TO ONE & DUETS 
Monday-Thursday  9am-4pm 
in new Pilates Studio, Benenden

www.pilateswise.co.uk

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING 
GARDEN LANDSCAPE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS

PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE NO OBLIGATIONS QUOTATION

Tompsett Landscaping is a family run 

business which takes pride in offering a 

quality, professional, friendly and reliable 

service at competitive rates for all aspects  

of garden maintenance and landscaping.

Nick Tompsett 

07746 672946 

 

E:    info@tompsettlandscaping.co.uk 

W:   www.tompsettlandscaping.co.uk

Rob Tompsett 

07961 637275 

Benenden 
Village Hall
“Let your imagination run 

wild – the hall can be anything 
you want”! 

Call Lorraine on 
01580 243123 for details

www. b e n e n d e nv i l l age h a l l . o r g

Call John Betts on 
07419 989830 for details

INTERIOR
 DESIGN 

Professional interior design 
services to transform your home 

Website: www.amyseymourinteriors.co.uk
Instagram: @amyseymourinteriors

Email: amy@amyseymourinteriors.co.uk

POGLE’S  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE  
Mowing 
Strimming 
Hedge Cutting 
and more Please call 

Sue and Andy 
01580 241792 
07887 997551

Help is on hand from your local Mind 

www.westkentmind.org.uk 
01732 744950 

Information given, volunteers welcome 
and donations needed. 

We’re here to make sure anyone with a mental health 
problem has somewhere to turn for advice and support.
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Energy explained, from kettles to kilowatts 
There are few things more ordinary than boiling a kettle. Flick the switch and, moments later, 
there’s hot water for tea. It’s so familiar that we rarely stop to think about what’s happening - 
where that energy comes from, what it costs, and what it means for the world around us. Yet 
energy has a way of making itself noticed. Sometimes it’s the arrival of a bill that’s higher than 
expected. Sometimes it’s a chilly evening when the heating doesn’t quite take the edge off.  
And sometimes it’s when we hear talk of new technologies, regulations, or prices rising and 
wonder how it all fits together. 
 
Over the coming months this magazine will carry a series of short articles that aim to take some 
of the mystery out of ‘energy’. Each will explore a different piece of the puzzle: how heat pumps 
work, how solar panels capture the sun, why insulation makes such a difference, and even the 
hidden power used by appliances left on standby. The idea is not to persuade or preach, but to 
explain in clear terms, with examples from everyday homes like ours. 
 
For me, the interest in energy is both professional and personal. Professionally, I’ve spent much  
of my life working with building services engineering - the systems that heat, cool, and power our 
homes, schools, hospitals, and workplaces - and I’m currently an honorary professor in building 
services systems at University College London. I’ve lived in Benenden for 25 years with my wife, 
Kate, our children grew up here, and I look after the village website, benendenvillage.org.uk, 
which provides links to local organisations and activities. 
 
What I’ve learned through both work and life in the village is that energy is never just a technical 
subject. It’s about comfort, health, money and, increasingly, the choices we make about the kind of 
future we want to leave behind. Some solutions are simple and low-cost, others require planning 
and investment, but together they can make homes more comfortable, reduce bills, and cut the 
pollution that contributes to climate change. 
 
Energy can sound complicated, but at heart it’s simple: it’s what powers our lives. My hope is that 
this series will make it easier to understand and maybe spark conversations - whether over a cup 
of tea at Benenden’s community café, a walk through the village, or at a local event. 
 
I look forward to sharing these topics with you. 
 
Tim Dwyer 

Talking Point



Personal care  
Dementia care 
Live-in and night care
Post-discharge care

There is no place like home...
Home Care Designed to
be as Unique as You Are. 

“We only have positive things to say
about the care Amora has provided 
to our mum over the past 18 months.”
Steve, Tonbridge

amoracare.co.uk        Premium Home Care with Love
Book a free assessment on 01580 231701
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News and Events

Standen Orchard Apple Day 
All are welcome to come along to the 
wonderful annual Standen Orchard Apple Day 
celebration starting at 1.30pm on Sunday 12 
October (Standen Street TN17 4LB). Lots of 
fun for the family including music and archery. 
Pick apples, see them pressed, and apple juice 
will be for sale. Bring a picnic to enjoy in the 
beautiful orchard. Local produce stall holders 
are very welcome. For more information 
contact me. 
Susie Armstrong   07748 180801 

 
 
 

Village Autumn Tidy 
The next village tidy is on Saturday  
15 November. Equipment (litter pickers,  
hi viz jackets, bin bags) can be collected  
from outside the village shop from 9am  
and volunteers can take part at any time  
for any length of time between 9 and 11am. 
Litter collected and bagged should be left  
at the village hall and equipment returned  
to the shop by 11am. Volunteers will receive  
a voucher for a drink and cake to be used  
at the café. 

For more information email: 
clerk@benendenparishcouncil.org 

Arnold Cole Trust 
The Arnold Cole Trust would like to invite 
applications for its annual disbursements from 
those clubs and societies within the parish in 
need of funds. Dr Arnold Cole was a GP in the 
village from 1930 until his death in 1960. His 
daughter, the late Joan Weston, set up a trust in 
his memory in 1968, with the aim to apply its 
income “for the general benefit for the parish  
of Benenden with special consideration given  
to both the elderly and young”. 

Applications in writing (no later than  
31 October) please to: The Secretary,  
Arnold Cole Trust, c/o the Parish Council Office, 
Benenden Village Hall. 

 
 
 

Village lunch 
All Benenden villagers are invited to join us for 
lunch in the village hall at 12.30pm on Tuesday  
14 October. If you would like to come and 
haven’t written your name down already, then 
please ring me by Thursday 9 October if 
possible. It costs just £5 and lifts can be 
arranged. We look forward to seeing you. 
Sheila Hume   854627 

 
 
 

Benenden Gardening Club 
Matthew Reese will be giving us a talk on 
Malverleys Garden in the village hall on 
Wednesday 22 October. Malverleys is a ten-acre 
English flower garden, near Newbury, that has 
been designed and developed by Matthew  
over the last decade. It was featured on BBC 
Gardeners’ World episode 8 with Rachel de 
Thame and Joe Swift. 

The garden is laid out in rooms separated by 
yew hedging with each having a distinctive style. 
Exquisite planting influenced by the writings of 
Christopher Lloyd, William Robinson and Vita 
Sackville-West. Free for members, guests £5. 
Raffle and bar. Doors open at 6.30pm. 
Eleanor Cochrane 

 
 
 



01580 441571   www.the-oak-barn.co.uk   @theoakbarnff

WEDDINGS  
& PARTIES

with elegance & rustic charmwith elegance & rustic charm
From the magnificent, vaulted roof of The Oak Barn to the tranquillity of  

The Byre with its stunning views, Frame Farm is perfect for your celebration.

LUXURIOUS & AWARD WINNING ECO-VENUE

TERRY  
THE MOLE MAN

EX-GAMEKEEPER 
Controlling Moles  

using traditional methods  
07746 937 373  �  01580 241759 

terrybaldwin73@icloud.com



Benenden Art Fair

3-5 October 2025

Discover creativity on 

your doorstep

Benenden Village Hall, The Street, Benenden,

Kent, TN17 4DE

www.benendenartfair.com

@benendenartfair

Artwork by Meera Palia, Lorraine Singer and Megan Yelets



Newcomers to Benenden 
Are you new to Benenden? If so, welcome on 
behalf of St George’s Church. Please do get in 
touch with me so I can add you to a list to invite 
you to our newcomers’ lunch for new residents. 
We hold this every other year and we don’t 
want to miss the opportunity to invite you. 

Meanwhile do join us for our Sunday morning 
services at 8am and 10am, when you will be 
warmly greeted. We offer excellent coffee and 
home-made cakes or biscuits after the second 
service, when it’s a good opportunity to meet  
your new neighbours and find out what is going 
on in the village. 
Sally-Ann Marks   sallymarks100@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

Benenden Cricket Club 
The fun day in August was a great success with 
more than 20 children taking to The Green’s 
hallowed turf. Barry Bassett directed a two-over 
soft ball competition and some very competent, 
even competitive, parents also took part. Goody 
bags were handed out to all at the end and our 
talent spotter was on hand, disguised as the  
BBQ chef. It is no coincidence that the winning 
four in Benenden’s win over Sandhurst was hit  
by someone not yet in their teens. 
Peter Massey 

Pavilion Jazz & Blues 
This year’s event was particularly well attended 
in warm, dry weather, although there was a chill 
in the air as things drew to a close just after 
6pm. A great mix of jazz and blues from the 
resident band, Benenden Jazz, in support of 
vocalists Debbie Katis and Primrose Barron-Reid, 
who also played a solo set, all followed by an 
hour of 70s-90s songs from The Convertibles. 

Special thanks go to all who helped with 
setting things up and dismantling; to Grant 
Matthews of WOW Cooking who provided  
meat for the BBQ; to Larkin’s Brewery for  
the beer; the Pavilion Trustees and to all who 
supported the event by attending. 

An impressive £2,300 was raised for four 
charities, equally shared between: CoppaFeel! 
breast cancer awareness, Evelina Children’s 
Charity, The Big Cat Sanctuary at Smarden and 
Iden Green Pavilion. 

Thanks and see you all next year I hope. 
Bill Lewis 

 
 
 

Iden Green and Benenden WI 
In September, we welcomed Nick Rendall, 
director of partnerships at Benenden School, and 
three students to our meeting. Nick gave an 
excellent talk on the history of Hemsted from 
Roman times until the estate was sold by Lord 
Rothermere to the founders of the school. It was 
a joy to see the pupils’ enthusiasm for local 
history, and we look forward to a future visit 
when we shall hear the school story from 1924. 

A lunch outing to Merriments is planned for 
15 October, meeting there at 12noon. On 21 
October at our 2pm meeting in the Memorial 
Hall, Amanda Taggart will talk about the history 
of Great Dixter house and garden. A social 
afternoon in the Memorial Hall is arranged for 
Friday 31 October, at 2pm, when Anna Millen will 
demonstrate making autumnal and Christmas 
wreaths. There will be time for the usual raffle, 
and tea and cake too. 
Jackie Liffen   752232   WI@daisystar.co.uk 
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St George’s Social Club

Snooker - Darts
Situated at Benenden village crossroads

New members welcome

We are open from 8pm every 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday

Thursday and Friday - darts, snooker and socialising. 
Saturday - socialising and various weekend events 
which can be seen on the village calendar

Why not come along and give us a try?



Balmoral Cottage  
open garden 
Charlotte and Donald Molesworth’s Balmoral 
Cottage garden is open to the public as part  
of the National Garden Scheme from 12-5pm 
on Sunday 5 October. 

Varied, romantic and extensive topiary 
forms the backbone for mixed borders and  
the whole garden is organically managed. 
Particular attention to the needs of nesting 
birds and small mammals lends this garden  
a rare and unusual quality. Entrance is £7 for 
adults and £2 for children. Dogs are welcome. 

The garden is just down the track to the 
right of St George’s Church, Benenden. Parking 
is available. 

 
 
 

Benenden Primary School 
It has been a busy but successful start to the 
school year. The children have all settled into 
their new classrooms and have begun to get  
to know their adult team. Parents have had 
opportunities to come into the school in  
the form of coffee afternoons and ‘meet  
the teacher’ sessions. The outdoor spaces  
are being used well. These include ‘Buzzards 
Hub’, our new outdoor learning provision,  
our wellbeing garden, the outdoor classrooms 
and the adventure playground. 

We also visited the church for our  
harvest celebration, where the children  
sang beautifully, as always. It’s lovely to  
have such a strong link with St George’s. 

If you are considering sending your child  
to Benenden CEP in September 2026, we  
have open mornings and afternoons arranged. 
Please see our website for details. I would be 
very pleased to show you around - along with 
the head boy or girl. 
Alison Brook, Headteacher   240565 
a.brook@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk 
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk

Music Scholars concert 
We are delighted that once again Benenden 
School are hosting a concert for their senior 
music scholars on Wednesday 12 November  
at 7pm in the Centenary Hall, with a retiring 
collection in aid of Friends of St George’s. For 
those of you who have attended in the past, 
you will know that the quality of the music is 
outstanding and the venue is like being on the 
South Bank. The school provides such a warm 
welcome and the Friends members are a great 
addition to the audience. Please do make a 
note in your diary and we look forward to 
seeing you there. 
Jo Clube 

 
 
 

Poppy Appeal collection 
We are once again arranging a limited house-
to-house collection for the Poppy Appeal. 
From 25 October boxes will be placed in  
the community shop, Benenden Hospital,  
the St George’s Club, the primary school, 
Benenden School, the Bull and the Woodcock. 

During the mornings of Saturday 1 and 
Saturday 8 November, we shall establish a 
collection with a wider range of poppy items 
and our allocation of the 2025 enamel badges 
outside the community shop. 
Royal British Legion, Benenden Branch 13

In association with the  
Friends of St George’s Church 

 

The Music Scholars 
of Benenden School 

 

Wednesday 12 November 2025 
7pm to 8.30pm 

in Benenden School Centenary Hall 
with welcome drinks from 6.30pm 

 
Attendance Complimentary 

with a retiring collection for the  
Friends of St George’s Church



Merry and Bright 
I recently wandered to the church for a cup of 
tea and joined some residents. While we were 
chatting, people came and looked around the 
church and a couple came over and asked about 
the village. We explained about all the clubs and 
social activities and they said how nice it was to 
have a lovely social village with lots of different 
clubs. I came home and thought about our very 
social village and that so many people help to 
run these clubs. We need to keep supporting 
them all. We do not want to see any disappear. 

In the past our club nearly closed when 
membership got down to around six. I think a 
vote was taken and it was decided to give it six 
months more. A new committee was formed 
and now with a lot of hard work we are going 
well and have around 20 members. So come and 
support us. If you are interested in joining please 
contact us for information. We have only three 
more meetings in 2025 and if you are interested 
in joining for the rest of the year there’s no 
membership payment until 2026 - just pay for 
tea and cake. We start next year on 27 January. 
Lifts can be arranged. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 28 October 
with a talk on windmills followed by a victorian 
tea. All in the memorial hall at 2pm. 
Laraine Penny, Chair   241763 
Julia Collard, Secretary   241944 

 
 
 

Sutton Valence  
Choral Society 
Sutton Valence Choral Society, together with 
Bearsted Choral Society, Lees Court Music, the 
Beresford Sinfonia and a stellar cast of soloists, 
will be performing Mendelssohn’s Elijah on 
Saturday 15 November 2025 at 7pm in Hemsted 
Park Centenary Hall. Join us for an evening of 
inspirational and beautiful music as we say 
farewell to our conductor Bryan Gipps who  
has guided us for the last 22 years. Tickets £22. 
Under 18s free. Available from 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/hemstedpark 

 

Benenden Pre-School 
We started the new school year with wet and 
windy weather and the children, even the new 
little two-year-olds in their first week or two of 
pre-school, are learning to dress themselves for 
the garden, pulling on splash suits and wellies  
with fast-growing independence. Once outside 
they are jumping with great glee in the muddy 
puddles, exploring how water is displaced by their 
feet. This is an early physics lesson, experimenting 
with force and gravity. Jumping in puddles also 
helps children develop proprioception, the sense 
which tells your brain about your body’s position 
and movement, boosting balance, coordination 
and confidence. No wonder children love water: 
it’s a wonderful teacher. 
Lucy Oakley, Supervisor 
supervisor@benendenpreschool.co.uk 

 
 
 

Friends of Benenden  
Primary School 
As the new school year begins, we are already 
busy planning an exciting year ahead. We are 
delighted to welcome new parents into the 
Friends’ team this term and look forward to 
working together on some brilliant fund-raising 
events. It’s always wonderful to see fresh ideas 
and enthusiasm join our efforts. 

Of course, many of our much-loved traditions 
will be back, including our Christmas, Easter, and 
summer celebrations. Alongside these favourites, 
we are also exploring some new and exciting 
fundraising ideas - so keep an eye out for 
announcements in the coming weeks. 

The Friends’ committee is hard at work 
behind the scenes, but none of our events  
would be possible without the help of parents, 
carers and the wider community. Whether it’s 
volunteering time, donating items or simply 
coming along to support our events, every bit  
of involvement makes a difference. 
Evie Banfield and Jane Mason 
friends@benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk 
www.benenden-cep.kent.sch.uk/PTFA/ 
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HOT FOOD
LICENSED BAR
& LOTS MORE

BENENDEN BONFIRE
& FIREWORKS

Saturday 8 November
GATES OPEN

5.30pm
BONFIRE

6.30pm

FIREWORKS

7pm

Online Advance Tickets Only

Adults: £7
Children under 16: £4

Children under 5 free

 Tickets will not be available
for purchase on the gate.

 

Tickets available online via our website:
www.benendenfireworks.co.uk.

A share of any profit will be donated to
local groups and projects.

There is no onsite parking. Please park
considerately and allow up to 20
minutes to walk to the main entrance of
Benenden School.

No personal sparklers or fireworks.
Thank you

SPONSORED BY



PRIVATE CLIENT WEALTH MANAGEMENT
& INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

 
FINANCIAL PLANNING  |  INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 

ESTATE PLANNING
 With in-person presence in Sissinghurst, CPN provide

independent financial advice and financial & wealth
planning services to a variety of personal and corporate
clients across Kent, Surrey, the South East and beyond.

 
Please contact us if you are interested in finding out more

about the services we provide, across Pensions & ISAs,
Insurance, IHT planning, other investments and more

financial products. We offer a fee free initial discussion &
consultation.

CPN FINANCIAL SERVICES LIMITED

CPN Financial Services Ltd is an appointed representative of CPN Investment Management LLP
and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) No. 731205, with

registered / head offices at All Saints Church, West Pallant, Chichester, PO19 1TD.

 
C

CHRIS PAGE (DipPFS) 
Tel: 0208 668 8885

chrisp@cpngroup.co.uk
Tel: 0208 668 8885

Uncomplicated, 
trustworthy and 
confidential advice if you 
are selling or letting 
Ashford: 01233 506260  Tenterden: 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk
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Benenden Hospital 
Autumn can be a wonderful season but, for 
some, October can be difficult as the nights 
grow longer, the mornings get colder, children 
return to busy routines and workloads 
increase after annual leave. I know many 
people who struggle to find routine during 
this time, so 6-10 October celebrates 
National Work Life Week, an important week 
that focuses on wellbeing both at home and  
at work. 

I spoke with our Learning and Experience 
team, who create a calendar of wellbeing 
events throughout the year to support our 
staff, about the ways in which they stay 
grounded and resilient in the face of  
everyday pressures. 

Josephine Baker, head of Learning and 
Experience, says: “As a team, we’ve become 
good at recognising when one of us is feeling 
stressed or is struggling. Rather than pushing 
through or ignoring the signs, we’ve built a 
habit of pausing together for just three 
minutes. We use a guided mindfulness 
meditation as a focused moment to breathe, 
reset, and reconnect. 

“These moments help us shift out of 
reactive mode, clear our heads and often give 
us the clarity we need to tackle unexpected 
issues with more calm and creativity. 
Sometimes, it’s about the micro-moments we 
create in our day to support our wellbeing 
and productivity.” 

I hope you find inspiration this month to 
check-in with yourself more throughout the 
day, whether at work or at home. Let’s reflect: 
what does work life balance look like to you? 
Claire Harley, Hospital Director 

Talking shop 
As I write this there is a very distinct sense of 
the inexorable march of autumn with its chilly 
evenings and darker mornings. To make the 
going easier, a reminder that you can warm up 
and cheer up in Benenden’s café with sausage, 
mash and beans, chicken or vegetable curry 
with rice, macaroni cheese and lasagne, along 
with jacket potatoes with side salad and a 
choice of fillings. All kinds of hot and cold drinks 
are available as well as a cheeky glass of red or 
white wine with your food if you fancy it. 

‘Craftanoon’ for our youngsters up to ten 
years, will take place on 31 October. Lots of  
fun games are promised with a spooky hamper 
being awarded for the best-dressed child. There 
will be three sessions; 1-2pm, 2.15-3.15pm and 
3.30-4.30pm. The September magazine article 
incorrectly stated £12 as the cost of the tickets 
for this. The correct price per child is £5. Please 
do sign up quickly as places are limited. 

All shareholders are invited to our annual 
general meeting which takes place at 7pm on  
27 October in the Memorial Hall. 

Early November sees the arrival of our 
Christmas stock, which promises to be rather 
different from what you might find in the 
mainstream shops. Do come and look. You may 
well find an answer to those ‘difficult’ choices. 
Bev Beveridge   info@benendens.co.uk   
www.benendens.co.uk 



18

Specialists in private garden  
design & construction  

Creating beautiful gardens since 1963  
Patios  Brickwork 

Decking  Stonework 
Ponds  Water features 

Planting schemes  Groundworks 
Detailed plans  Portfolio available 

Free Consultation  
07595 024330 
01892 722412  

www.greenacrelandscapes.co.uk 
Furnace Lane Nursery, Furnace Lane, 

Brenchley, Kent TN12 7BX

GREENACRE 
LANDSCAPES

 

Private Tuition 
in Benenden 

 

Boosting Confidence & Developing Potential 

With Clare Leek 
 

clare.intuition@btinternet.com 

07711 619536 

In Tuition

Primary Subjects 

Singapore Maths 

French

l

Remote Sessions 
Now Available

Step away and rest a while!

azaratherapies.co.uk
info@azaratherapies.co.uk 
T: 07711 483038

Transform your skin health with well researched 
technologies and nutrients to feed your skin from within. 

Discover advanced massage, well-being packages and 
beauty treatments to unwind and revitalise with.  

Experienced and compassionate therapists you can trust.

Gift Vouchers Available
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Friends of St George’s Quiz 
It’s time to mark your diary for the Benenden 
quiz of the year: the hotly contested event  
that is the annual Friends of St George’s Quiz. 

We’ve space for 11 tables or so (teams  
of eight) which always sell out. To book and 
commit to a table please email 
deborahjenkins26@btinternet.com sharpish, 
along with any essential dietary requirements. 

It takes place on Friday 28 November. 
Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. It’s 
your chance to carry off the Benenden quiz 
crown. Taking place at our prestigious village 
hall, your ticket includes home-cooked lasagne. 
We’ll lay on the plates, crockery and cutlery 
for the lasagne course. You bring drinks and 
glasses, dessert and pud bowls to keep your 
costs down. 

The evening is an important annual 
fundraiser for us and helps protect the 
external fabric of Benenden’s beautiful church. 
Cost is just £20 a head, which you’ll need to 
pay (cash only please) on the night. If you want 
to take part but aren’t in a team let us know 
and we’ll do our best to accommodate you. 
Mark Hollander 

 

Planning Matters 
For full details of the Parish Council’s  
comment please see minutes of meetings. 
l  25/01835/FULL The Barn Great Nineveh 

Nineveh Lane. Single storey rear extension 
and installation of rooflights and replace 
stables with annex building. The Parish 
Council supports this application. 

l  25/01640/LBC Campion House, Standen 
Street. Removal of cementitious material 
from the external panels & re-rendering. 
Timber repairs, the re-introduction of 1 
timber support, and the introduction of  
1 timber support. Internal replastering & 
the replacement of 2 rooflights. The Parish 
Council supports this application. 

l  25/01543/FULL Land Adjacent To Bikkel, 
Goddards Green Road. Conversion of 
outbuilding to single dwelling. The Parish 
Council supports this application. 

l  25/01698/LBC Benenden C Of E Primary 
School, The Green. Addition of window to 
West elevation (Alterations to schemes 
22/02278/LBC & 23/00410/LBC). The Parish 
Council supports this application. 

l  25/01665/FULL Netters Hall, Attwaters 
Lane, Hawkhurst. Reinstatement of 
basement lightwell, new painted hardwood 
windows to the central range of the south 
elevation & conservation roof lights. - 
(Alterations related to 22/03567/FULL & 
24/01668/FULL). The Parish Council 
supports this application. 

l  25/01880/FULL Waters End Farm, Standen 
Street. Single-storey rear extension 
connecting to existing outbuilding; roof 
extension; repositioning of dormer window; 
removal of brick steps & extension of 
exterior retaining wall. The Parish Council 
makes no comment on this application. 

More planning matters at: 
benendenparishcouncil.org 

QQuuiizz  ooff  
tthhee Y Yeeaarr

Fundraiser eventFundraiser event  
Friday 28 November 2025Friday 28 November 2025   

Benenden Village HallBenenden Village Hall   
7pm for a 7.30pm start7pm for a 7.30pm start   

 
Tables of  8 Tables of  8 bring your own drinks, glasses, bring your own drinks, glasses,   

dessert and pud bowlsdessert and pud bowls. 
£20£20 per head for a lasagne suppersupper. There will be a raffleraffle. 
Invite your friends or we can put you in touch with others. 

 
To take part please contact:To take part please contact: 

Deborah Jenkins   deborahjenkins26@btinternet.com

The Friends of St George’s Church



Music and song  
for St George’s 
The Rhythm of Life Choir invites you to start the 
winter season with a selection of song, music and 
more in St George’s Church at 7pm on Saturday 
22 November. We want to support the Restore, 
Renew and Rejoice project for St George’s by 
raising much-needed funds. More details to come 
but do put this date in your diary. We hope to 
offer a lively concert to suit all the family. 
Sally-Ann Marks 

 
 
 

Film night: Butch Cassidy  
and the Sundance Kid 
Benenden Village Trust is continuing its fundraising 
in support of the village hall. On Saturday 6 
December we will be showing the acclaimed film 
‘Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid’, starring 
Paul Newman as Butch and the late Robert 
Redford as Sundance, the leaders of the Hole in 
the Wall Gang. Butch and Sundance were real life 
bank and train robbers, who were no doubt 
downright nasty people; the film, of course, 
portrays them as charming and loveable rogues 
and also features Katharine Ross as the love 
interest, and one of Burt Bacharach’s most well-
known tunes, scooping four Oscars. 

Whether you’re a fan of western fantasy or 
simply looking for a sociable night out, this is the 
perfect opportunity to enjoy the atmosphere and 
see a cinematic classic. Once again the evening 
will include a pay bar, raffle, and meal. Feedback 
from previous events included high praise for 
meals provided by WOW Catering. 

BVT hope to create a community event with a 
film to watch but time to chat and have a drink. 
So, contact your friends and get them to come 
along to what will be a good evening. 

Reserve the date: Saturday 6 December at 
7pm. Tickets cost £25 each and will be on sale 
throughout November, either online at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/benenden-village-trust or 
from the village hall Monday to Friday mornings. 
Paul Tolhurst 
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BenendenBenenden  
ChurchChurch  
ThursdayThursday  
morning morning   
10-11.30am10-11.30am  
during termduring term  
timetime  
  

ALL WELCOMEALL WELCOME  
  
To book your place callTo book your place call   
Carla on 07743 430 797Carla on 07743 430 797

Benenden School 
The start of a new school year is always special 
for students and staff at Benenden. It’s a chance 
to welcome new faces and to strengthen the 
sense of community that lies at the heart of  
our School. Our induction activities are 
carefully designed to help every student, 
particularly those new to the School, feel 
settled and connected from the very first  
day. The highlight for many is House Shout,  
our exuberant singing competition that takes 
place on the first weekend of term. This joyful, 
musical competition unites students of all ages 
and demonstrates how quickly our Houses 
become vibrant, supportive communities. 

This term we are especially delighted to 
welcome exchange students from Chile and 
Australia. Their presence enriches our cultural 
understanding and sparks wonderful 
conversations across the year groups. 

We are also thrilled to have launched the 
Benenden Primary Forest School, which takes 
place weekly in our beautiful grounds. This 
wonderful initiative offers younger pupils  
the opportunity to learn, play and develop 
important life skills in an outdoor setting.  
Our Sixth Form volunteers are an integral  
part of the programme, supporting activities 
and helping to guide the primary pupils as  
they explore the natural environment. 
Rachel Bailey, Headmistress 

 
 



AUTUMN/WINTER 2025
Book now at hemstedpark.com

In partnership with 

Sherlock Holmes: The 
Hunt For Moriarty
10 & 11 October

The Real 
Manhunter 
17 October

Spot’s 
Birthday Party

23 & 24 October

Harry The Piano

8 October

The BBC
 Big Band

22 November

London Concertante  
Four Seasons

30 October

Blazin’ Fiddles

9 November

Jess Gillam

11 December

Lost in Music

12 December

The Nutcracker

13 December

Faulty Towers 
Dining Experience
13 & 14 December

The Philharmonia Brass  
at Christmas 
19 December

The Nat King Cole 
 Story

13 February

Ben Fogle

23 February

Attention  
All Shipping
26 February

NT Live
Hamlet

25 January



 
Carpets & Floors 
 

Carpet and Vinyl supplied and fitted at reduced rates  

• Same choice as any shop but up to half the price 

• We can move your furniture for you and take away your old flooring 

 

For free home sample viewing 

and estimates please call Stuart or Lisa 

 

01580 239770 / 01424 855882 / 07734 659834 

bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargainfloors.co.uk

EST
1900

For a complimentary,  
no obligation quote,  

please feel free to contact us.

We offer all aspects of fencing whether it’s to 
enhance your home and garden, for the  
safety & security of your business or 
agricultural fencing including equine,  

deer and livestock.  
Residential  •  Commercial  •  Agricultural 

 
07748 801426 
info@pearsonfencing.co.uk 
www.pearsonfencing.co.uk d



Cranbrook Literature Festival 
The Cranbrook Literature Festival (10-11 
October) is a not-for-profit event promoting the 
joy of the written word. Since 2016 the festival 
has attracted a huge range of authors (including 
Christy Lefteri, Lisa Jewell, Elly Griffiths and 
Richard Coles), and in return has paid for 
authors to work with pupils in local schools. 

The festival returns with an exciting new 
programme, including author talks for adults  
and children, creative writing workshops, and 
school visits. Join us in Cranbrook to hear  
these wonderful authors in conversation.  
For more information, and tickets: 
www.cranbrookliteraturefestival.com 
Anna Stephen 

 
 
 

Richard Beattie Davis recital 
goal exceeded 
Another wonderful recital was held in  
Sandhurst when the Dutch pianist Florian 
Verweij honoured us with his presence. The 
recital featured an interesting mix of Beethoven, 
Schubert, Chopin and a charming early work  
by Prokofiev. In the Kent Courier Christopher 
Woodley reported: “As a coda to the 
proceedings Verweij was joined by Leslie 
Howard for duet arrangements of three  
pieces from Glazunov’s ballet Raymonda.  
What a treat that was! One of the great  
pianists of our time honouring the memory  
of Richard Beattie Davis.” 

I started these classical music recitals  
17 years ago when I asked Daniel Grimwood  
to play a concert for friends to raise money for 
the Hospice in the Weald, where Richard was 
cared for so wonderfully. Now it has grown into 
a marvellous force for good and pleasure. I am 
thrilled to announce that we started August with 
£19,856 and ended with £20,632. I was quite 
concerned because so many people are away  
in August. However, I have a faithful audience  
and some new ones joined us. Watch this  
space for 2026 dates. 
Gillian Davis 

Sissinghurst Scout Group 
Members of Sissinghurst Scout Group have 
had a busy summer. The Cubs and Squirrels 
camped on a field locally; we attended 
Tractorfest; and the Scouts went to a huge, 
week-long, festival-style international camp on 
Detling Hill. They had the most amazing time 
with scouts and explorers from all over the 
country and the world. Local grants from 
Sissinghurst, Biddenden and Benenden have 
helped to subsidise their adventures. 

Our scout leader is fundraising and has set 
herself a challenge to run two half marathons. 
Please help her to get to her fundraising target 
using the QR code below. She wants the 
Scouts to go on more big adventures. 

We have vacancies for four-year-old girls 
and boys, and adults, meeting  
on Wednesday evenings in 
Sissinghurst. We’d love you  
to join us. 
enquiries@SissinghurstScouts.org.uk  
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INTERNATIONAL CLASSICAL CONCERT SERIES 
at MARLBOROUGH HOUSE VINEHALL 

37th Season 2025-26 
 

LA SERENISSIMA 
Director: ADRIAN CHANDLER 
Sunday 5 October 2025 at 3pm 

 
Programme 

Vivaldi   Concerto for mandolin, strings & continuo in C, RV425 
Brescianello   Ouverture-Suite for strings & continuo in F 

Vivaldi   Sinfonia for strings & continuo in G, RV149 
Bigaglia   Concerto for mandolin, strings & continuo in G 

Anon. C 18   Canzoni da batello 
Vivaldi   Concerto for 2 mandolins, strings & continuo in G 

 
MHV, Vinehall Rd, Robertsbridge TN32 5JL 
For full details call 01580 883092 or email 

concerts@mhvschool.co.uk



Last year we had a record-breaking number  
of visitors, and we were overwhelmed with the 
wonderful feedback from villagers. This year we 
have expanded the fair to include more artists 
and creatives for you to enjoy and have found 
more parking space for our exhibitors. 

Our private view takes place on Friday 3 
October, 6-8pm, and tickets are free to book on 
our website (www.benendenartfair.com/visit-us). 
Biddenden Vineyards are kindly supplying their 
sparkling white and award-winning apple juice, 
and there is plenty to go around. If you’d rather 
visit over the weekend, we are open on Saturday 
4 and Sunday 5 October. The WOW café will also 
be open with a range of hot drinks, treats and 
light snacks, including their famous doughnuts! 
The fair will be a perfect place to browse local 
art, share a coffee with friends and explore the 
beautiful countryside Benenden has to offer. 

BAF wouldn’t be possible without the support 
of our brilliant partners, for which we are so 
grateful. A special thank you to Biddenden 

Glorious art at the 
heart of Benenden 
We are now just a week away from my favourite 

event of the year. From 3-5 October 
the village hall will host the 

Benenden Art Fair (BAF) 
featuring over 35 recognised 

and emerging 
artists. This is  

an artist- 
led fair 
showcasing 
creative 
talent 
across 
Kent and 
Sussex  

with the 
welcoming 

spirit of a 
community 
event.

Fig.1

Fig.2

Benenden Art Fair



Vineyards, Jackson’s Art, Kingsford Solicitors  
and Art4Site for their contributions. 
Hannah Buchanan, Benenden Art Fair Director 
  
Opening hours 
Friday 3 October, 6-8pm 
Saturday 4 October, 10-5pm 
Sunday 5 October, 10-4pm 
  
About the fair 
www.benendenartfair.com 

benendenartfair@gmail.com 
@benendenartfair

Fig.1 Amanda Thompson, Fish Friday 

Fig.2 Peter Black, Vases 

Fig.3 Megan Yelets, Winter 

Fig.4 Hannah Buchanan, Blue Skies and Cow Parsley 

Fig.5 Jude Askey-Brown, White Geranium 

Fig.6 Scarlett Woodman, Crisp

Fig.3

Fig.4

Fig.5

Fig.6



Your local Groundcare and Garden Machinery Specialist

Iden Green Farm, Cranbrook Road, Goudhurst TN17 2PA      Tel: 01580 211599      email: info@mabg.co.uk

SALES • SERVICE • SPARES

... it’s the word on The Street! 
 

An excellent range of groceries, breads, vegetables, beers and wines, and Post Office services.  
We offer a friendly welcome to all our customers as well as delicious drinks and snacks.  
Shop opening hours: 7.30am-5pm Monday to Saturday and 9am-1pm on Sunday.  
Post Office opening hours: 7.30am-5pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,  
7.30am-4pm on Wednesday and 7.30am-12pm on Saturday.  
Café opening hours: 8.30am-3pm Monday to Friday and 8.30am-2pm on Saturday.  
Closed on Sunday. 

info@benendens.co.uk Tel: 01580 279808

Benenden’s
SHOP  POST OFFICE  CAFÉ ’sB ’sB

Everything Outside
Complete Garden & Fencing Solu琀ons

Fencing • Mowing • Hedge Trimming • Tur昀ng
Clearance • Landscaping • Gardening • Digger Work

Concre琀ng • Tree Surgery• Pressure Washing
Pa琀os • Decking • Pergolas • Driveways

01580 766 232    07795 465 861
www.everythingoutside.co.uk

Working File Apr22.indd   5 07/03/2022   15:21:36



Fete stalwarts retire: 
thank you Julia, Maggy  
and Mary 
Leading the volunteer front in smiles and 
generosity of time, Julia, Maggy and Mary step 
down after many years at the helm of Bric-a-Brac, 
Chic Boutique and Strawberries and Cream. The 
committee and St George’s Church are so proud 
of the achievement of the fete and its community, 
and none more so than the efforts that these 
kind three have put in, leading their stalls. 

Julia, Maggy and Mary, from those of us who 
have enjoyed the fete or volunteered alongside 
you, thank you for making it such a joy for us all. 
Thank you for your team-mustering skills, for 
your competitive spirits to sell more, and make 
more, for St George’s and all those many charities 
who have benefited. Thank you for washing 
spoons, sorting stock, storing stock and holding 
down gazebos. Thank you for hulling thousands  
of strawberries, battling with hangers and selling 
china amongst tombstones. Benenden and its 
community have been, and continue to be, very 
lucky to have you. 
Athena Cripps, Co-Chair, Benenden Fete 

 
Julia Collard: Strawberries and Cream 
“As I grew up in Benenden, my memory of the 
strawberry stall at the church fete goes back 
many years. I remember as a child buying 
strawberries and cream from Norah Kerr-Wilson 
and Freda Reynolds. They were working out of  
an old green tent, were using saucers and you 
were given a few whole strawberries on the 
saucer with a dollop of whipped cream and the 

instruction to bring the saucer back for washing 
up (in the back of the tent)! 

I eventually volunteered to help and took  
over in 2000. The strawberries were bought at 
the Goodhew stall near Sandhurst and Robert 
Reynolds collected them on the Saturday 
morning. In 2002 the bowls (by then plastic)  
cost 30p, rising to 80p in 2003 and £1 in 2007, 
where it has stayed. I have been helped over the 
years by my family, especially my daughter Sue, 
who is taking over in 2026.” 

 
Maggy Hoyt: Bric-a brac 
“Back in the mists of time, having become 
redundant as a mechanical music maker for the 
fete, the bric-a-brac stall came my way. Small but 
special and in the rectory garden. Then the leap 
to the village green. As the fete grew, so did the 
stall, until it could be divided into three: wine 
boxes, vintage and still the original base. Over  
the years it has been great fun, a great earner  
and a joy to run. I’ve been very ably supported  
by a team of enthusiastic, energetic, loyal and 
dogged volunteers, without whom it would have 
been nothing! My heartfelt thanks to you all,  
but it is now time to pass it on to someone 
younger and fitter who I know will do a great  
job: Amanda Garrett.” 

 
Mary Parkinson: Chic Boutique 
“Soon after we came to the village 11 years  
ago, we really enjoyed our first fete, and within 
two years I was asked to run Chic Boutique  
for the discerning and fashion-conscious elite  
of Benenden (and you lot as well!). Every year  
we have been inundated with a vast volume of 
clothing and really enjoyed selling. There have 
been too many helpers over the years to list, but 
this year’s Mrs Slocombes were Ruth Barwick, 
Louise Bowden, Anna Dane, Polly Hardwick, 
Angela Patrick, Angela Simmonds and Helen 
Turner, and they made a record amount of over 
£1,000. All hard work, but great fun. Always quit 
while you’re ahead, they say, so now is the 
moment! I wish Michelle Burford every success  
as she takes on the task next year. Thank you  
so much to all the helpers over the years.”
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Bespoke structures designed and made in Great Britain

www.ttvc.co.uk

01580 854891



Come on landowners: look 
after your public footpaths 
Enthusiastic walker Lynne Hyde bemoans the 
condition of many of the public footpaths 
within the parish 
The last time I raised the issue of our Public 
Rights of Way (PROW) was back in 2022 
when, in an article, I talked about how my 
husband Jim and I regularly take secateurs  
out with us walking to clear what we can, but 
we are limited. Following the article we, the 
village, were donated some folding secateurs 
which were kindly arranged by Peter Massey 
(thank you). Did you win a pair of them? If you 
did, do you still use them for the purpose they 
were donated for? We most certainly do. 

Some paths can be classed as okay, but 
when they are bad, they are dreadful, with  
little if any maintenance. If need be I report  
all major issues direct to KCC 
(www.kent.gov.uk/environment-waste-and-
planning/public-rights-of-way/report-a-problem
-on-a-right-of-way). However, I personally feel 
it is not their responsibility to have to do what 
can only be classed as regular maintenance.  
It is the responsibility of the landowner. 

The worst issue, and my main bugbear, is 
when landowners fence off the footpath then 
seem to think no further maintenance is 
required. Long grass hides a multitude of 
issues: brambles, nettles etc, and in some cases 

brambles completely crossing the path, a real 
trip hazard and not nice when wearing shorts! 

For example, there is a PROW very close 
to us which has had the path fenced off from 
the original field. The field has recently been 
cut and in fact looks rather neat and tidy, but 
look down the footpath and it is a completely 
different story (see photographs above).  
I have on more than one occasion contacted 
the landowner directly, but feel I shouldn’t 
have to do this every time the path needs 
clearing. A few weeks ago, I reported the path 
to KCC and supplied them with the contact 
details for the landowner. I’m not sure this  
has worked as nothing has been done. 

I feel sure landowners very rarely walk the 
footpaths, otherwise they would not let them 
get into the state they are often in. 

Another thing we can do is to ask 
landowners to also check markers and  
signage, as some are now all but obscured  
by vegetation and in some cases missing 
completely. I have on more than one occasion 
had to point walkers in the correct direction 
because of bad signage. If the signage is clear 
there is no reason why any landowner should 
need to complain that walkers are in places 
they should not be. General maintenance of 
stiles and gates are another issue: the easier 
they are to use, the less likely it is that people 
will leave them open. 

Come on, landowners, please keep paths 
clear, and please remember field edge 
footpaths need to be a minimum of 1.5 metres. 
This website gives a good overview of your 
responsibilities. www.gov.uk/guidance/public-
rights-of-way-landowner-responsibilities 29
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Hannah’s
Garden

CALL:07958 081915

www.hannahsgarden.net

WEDDINGS + BOUQUETS + DIY + ONLINE  

SCENTED AND SEASONAL

ABUNDANT VARIETY

ENGLISH GARDEN FLOWERS

Volunteer 
Transport 
Group
Do you live in the parish 
and need a lift to a  
medical appointment? 
 
Just give us a call or email 
and our volunteer drivers 
will do their best to help 
 
01580 240755 
m.moore131156@gmail.com 
Mick Moore

High Weald  
House Clearance  

 
We are your reliable & affordable 

solution to all your clearance needs.  
All general house, flat, office, garage, 

garden part or full clearances. 
Mattresses, white goods  

& scrap metal taken.  
Call us for a free quote 
07835 223099 or email 

info@highwealdhouseclearance.com  
www.highwealdhouseclearance.com 

Cranbrook, Kent TN17 
COVERING KENT & SUSSEX

Freephone 0800 854663 
www.gardenscapedirect.co.uk  

sales@gardenscapedirect.co.uk  
The Wharf, Rye Road, Newenden, TN18 5QG  

YOUYOUR R LOCLOCAL AL SUPPLIER PLIER OFOF 
Topsoils  Composts  Barks 

Decorative Stone  Aggregates 
Small Bags, Bulk Bags 

 or Loose Loads 
Delivered throughout the South East 



Spotlight
Dan Hyder: aiming high 
in memory of his father 
Earlier this year Dan and Claudia, along with 
Claudia’s 14-year old son Addison, moved to 
Benenden and as soon as they arrived “it 
immediately felt like home” they said. Ruth 
Clark met with the trio to hear about why Dan 
recently undertook the seriously daunting 
National Three Peaks Challenge to raise funds 
for the Kent Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre. 
Dan and his father Martin were particularly close, 
working together in the family welding and 
fabrication business for 25 years. Sadly, Martin 
was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis (MS) eight 
years ago and he died late last year. 
“Unfortunately he had the most aggressive form 
of MS but although he conducted a soul-
destroying battle with the illness he was 
determined to still try and work as much as he 
could,” says Dan. 

“During his difficult illness the Kent MS 
Therapy Centre in Canterbury provided superb 
help and I wanted to do something that both 
challenged me and helped them in Dad’s 
memory.” The centre provides a wide range of 
services and therapies to help people with MS 
and other neurological conditions manage their 
conditions and improve their quality of life. The 
centre also supports their families, friends and 
those who care for them which Dan and his 
family found immensely helpful. 

The National Three Peaks Challenge involves 

climbing the highest peaks in Scotland (Ben Nevis 
1,345m), England (Scafell Pike 978m) and Wales 
(Snowdon 1,085m) in under 24 hours - including 
travelling between each. Did Dan train before 
undertaking this formidable challenge - on his 
birthday no less? No! “I’d only climbed one hill in 
preparation for the challenge”, he admits. 

Dan set out from Glasgow with other intrepid 
fundraisers at 6am, reaching Ben Nevis at 9am. 
The trek up and down wasn’t too bad and at 
2.30pm he was on his way to Scafell Pike in the 
Lake District. “I hated this one as we climbed it in 
the dark, finishing at 1am! By then I was starting 
to hurt but the fact that it was nothing compared 
to what my father went through spurred me on.” 
A three-hour drive and snatched sleep took them 
to Snowdon. After 23 hours 
32 minutes, Dan had done 
it! “I was physically and 
mentally shattered, barely 
able to walk downstairs.” 

Dan’s initial aim was to 
raise £1,000 and so far he 
has raised £1,714, all of 
which benefits the Kent MS 
Therapy Centre. If you’d 
like to donate to his fundraiser, you can do so 
here: www.gofundme.com/f/my-dad-martin-hyder 

Has Dan hung up his hiking boots? Nope! 
Addison has been inspired by the adventure and 
they are planning to walk the Seven Sisters route 
from Lewes to Eastbourne soon!



 
 
 

As a licensed Propertymark Agent, at 
Vale & Marsh we possess extensive 
knowledge and experience in every 
aspect of residential property. Based  
in Rolvenden on the Hole Park Estate, 
our friendly and committed team are 
incredibly passionate and conscientious, 
serving our clients impeccably, offering 
sound and expert advice on buying, selling, 
letting and property management. We are highly 
motivated, dedicated and driven, working with energy, 
conviction and passion. We ensure all transactions are handled  
with the utmost professionalism and skill, believing outstanding  
customer care matters! 

Serving the local community. 

Get In Touch. 
To benefit from our unparalleled  
advice, call Alex Norwood Hill on  

01580 242700 
www.valeandmarsh.com 

 
2 Windmill Oast, Windmill Farm 

Rolvenden, Kent TN17 4PF

Your local Independent 
Estate Agency.

Mr Noah’s 
nursery school CIC 
https://mrnoahs.org 

ANITA MEEKINS 
PRIVATE HIRE  

 
FIRST CLASS SERVICE 

 
Ordinary & Executive Vehicles 

& 8 seater minibus with seat belts 
 

All drivers & vehicles 
licensed & tested 

 
Long & short journeys 

& courier service available 
 

Business accounts welcome 
 

Tel: 01580 240713 
Mobile: 07774 672 043 

 
anitameekinsph@btconnect.com

Short term emergency
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
Telephone: 01892 548 892 

Please text
FOOD35 £3
to 70070
to donate

Charity Number: 1154716

Please text 
FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to 
buy a meal for 
someone in crisis

Short term emergency 
food and support for 
local people in crisis.

Please look at the website for details on  
how to apply for food. Nourish does cover  
the Benenden area, meaning deliveries can 
be made to your home. 
For information call 01892 548892 
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk

Please text FOOD35 £3 
to 70070 to buy a meal 

for someone in crisis

  JSH 
Construction Services  

& Surveying 

 
Justin Hunt 

07710 039 190 
justin@jshsurveying.co.uk

Kitchen Fitting  
Floor & Wall Tiling  
Bathroom & Shower 
Installation Flooring  

Painting & Decorating  
Drylining & Partition Walls  

Suspended Ceilings  
Decking & Patios  

Cladding & Roofing  
Garden Landscaping
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people, most are in their 70s, with a deep hunger 
for knowledge. On a recent visit back to the UK,  
I stayed with my sister Victoria who lives in 
Benenden and attended St George’s Church  
with her. It suddenly struck me how different UK 
church life is from that in South Africa  and how 
fascinated the gogos would be to learn about it. 

Inspired, I took photos of 
the church - its stained-glass 
windows, pews, altar - and 
even grabbed a quick picture 
with Revd Rosemary. When  
I returned to Mohlanatsi I 
shared these with the gogos 
during one of our sessions. 
Their reaction was pure joy. 
They were captivated by the 
beauty of the stone church, 
its ornate windows, and the 

contrast to their own worship spaces. 
Our conversation blossomed into a lively 

exchange about cultural and religious practices. 
The gogos described how their services often last 
over two hours, are filled with singing, dancing, 
and clapping, rejoicing in full voice. Baptisms differ 
too: while in the UK they often happen in infancy 
with a sprinkle of water, in Selwane, they take 
place in rivers when one chooses to be baptised, 
usually from age 16, with full-body immersion. 

Despite the differences, one thing united us: 
our shared faith. We read the same Bible, believe 
in the same God and hold to the same messages 
of love, forgiveness, and caring for others. The 
heart of the church, no matter where it stands, 
beats with the same spirit. 
You can follow the work that ARRC carries  
out on their website arrcanimalrelief.com/ 
Or make a donation using the following link 

www.globalgiving.org/donate/102069/arrc-
animal-relief-for-rural-communities/ 
Tracey Mobley

Benenden message 
travels to South Africa 
Three and a half years ago, I fulfilled a 
lifelong dream to live in South Africa - a 
country I knew would change me, though I 
hadn’t anticipated just how deeply the people  
I’d meet would impact my life. 

I now volunteer with Animal Relief for Rural 
Communities (ARRC), an organisation offering 
free veterinary care to working dogs and donkeys 
in Selwane, a rural community in Limpopo. ARRC 
also supports the wider community through a 
partnership with Mohlanatsi, a community centre 
in the heart of this under-resourced village. 

Mohlanatsi is a lifeline for many. It provides  
a safe after-school space for children, many of 
whom are orphans, from broken homes, or living 
with HIV and other serious illnesses. Around  
165 children aged four to 18 are registered for 
emotional support, social care, and academic help. 
The centre also supports the elderly generation 
of the village, respectfully known as ‘gogos’. 

ARRC visits at least once a week, bringing 
interactive games for the children, mobility 
activities for the 
gogos, educational 
talks on animal 
welfare and 
conservation, and a 
hot, nourishing meal, 
often the only one 
some receive each day. 

The gogos are 
remarkable a group of 
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ingredients - these foods are not regulated - and 
always provide a shallow dish of fresh water. 

Avoid bread or milk. Despite the myth, both 
can make hogs unwell. Sunflower hearts and 
peanuts are poor nutritional choices and 
mealworms can cause metabolic bone disease.  
A feeding station, like Wildlife Watch’s guide, with 
a plastic box and a 13cm square entrance, helps 
deter cats from stealing food. 

Keep an eye out for hedgehogs out in daylight; 
this can be a sign they are unwell. Thin, wobbly or 
underweight hogs should be weighed (wear 
gloves or use a towel). If under 450g in autumn, 
contact a local wildlife rescue such as Folly 
Wildlife Rescue in Tunbridge Wells, 01892 543213. 

 
Safe shelter 
Hedgehogs need quiet, sheltered nesting sites. 
Log piles, compost heaps and dense undergrowth 
(especially brambles) are ideal. If building a 
hedgehog house, follow a trusted design such  
as the Sussex Wildlife Trust’s guide. Oak, beech, 
hornbeam, apple, pear or cherry leaves are the 
perfect size for hogs to form the laminated 
structure of a hibernaculum. Place the house in a 
quiet, shady, sheltered spot, such as against a wall, 
fence, hedge, or shed, with the entrance facing 
away from cold north and north-east winds. 

Many invertebrates also use seedheads and 
dead plant stems to hibernate, so avoid tidying 
your garden too much in autumn. Waiting until 
spring to cut back borders helps, as the creatures 
in them form part of a hedgehog’s diet. 

 
Common garden hazards 
Bonfires  Build on the day you light it or move 
the pile before lighting. Use poles (not forks)  
to check for wildlife and light from one side to 
allow creatures to escape. Spread the word to 
neighbours and event organisers. 
 
Strimmers and mowers  Always check long  
grass and wild corners before cutting. Never  
run robotic mowers at night. Every year 
thousands of hedgehogs are injured or killed  
by these types of machinery. 
 
Garden and sports netting  Raise nets at least 
30cm (12in) or store them away after use. If a 

Hibernation salvation: 
time to help hedgehogs 
survive the winter 
As days shorten and summer gives way to 
autumn, hedgehogs are busy preparing for 
hibernation. This time of year is crucial, they 
must build enough fat reserves to survive the 
colder months, but in modern gardens, they face 
challenges, from scarce natural food to hazards 
like strimmers, bonfires and fencing. With a few 
small changes, though, we can all help. Whether 
you have a large garden or a tiny patch, what  
you do this month can make a real difference  
to these much-loved but declining mammals. 

 
Hedgehogs in decline 
Hedgehog numbers in the UK have dropped 
dramatically. Once common in our gardens and 
hedgerows, rural populations have fallen by up  
to 75% since 2000. In the autumn, hedgehogs, 
especially those born late in the season, need  
to fatten up before hibernation in October or 
November. Juveniles (hoglets) must weigh at  
least 450-500g to survive winter. 

 
Feeding for survival 
You can help by leaving out food in the evening: 
cat or kitten biscuits, tinned meat-based cat or 
dog food (meat or poultry varieties), or specialist 
hedgehog food such as Brambles. Always check 

Benenden Nature



hedgehog becomes entangled, take it to a  
rescue centre immediately. Injuries may not  
be immediately apparent. 
 
Fencing  Repair damaged fences promptly to 
stop hedgehogs nesting underneath. Create 
13x13cm (5x5in) holes at the base for access; 
use wildlife-safe wood preservatives and cover 
drains to prevent falls. 
 
Pesticides and slug pellets  These kill beneficial 
species such as earthworms, beetles, and 
caterpillars, which are important in the food 
chain. They can also poison hedgehogs. 
Metaldehyde slug pellets are now banned in the 
UK and must be disposed of safely at a recycling 
centre. For slug control, use wildlife-friendly 
methods such as beer traps, grapefruit skins, 
sharp sand, coffee grounds, crushed eggshells, 
copper bands, wool pellets or nematodes. 
 
Garden ponds  Provide a slope or ramp as an 
escape route. Although hogs are great swimmers 
they cannot climb steep banks. 
 
Hedgehog highways  Hedgehogs can roam up 
to three miles a night searching for food, mates, 
and shelter. Create a 13x13cm hole at the base 
of your fence or gate, and encourage neighbours 
to do the same, linking gardens together. 

 
Becoming a hedgehog champion 
If you’d like to do more, join the free Hedgehog 
Street campaign, run by the British Hedgehog 

Preservation Society and People’s Trust for 
Endangered Species. Hedgehog champions  
raise awareness, create hedgehog highways  
and encourage communities to make gardens 
safer. No experience is needed - just a love  
for hedgehogs. 

 
A community effort 
Hedgehogs were once a common sight in our 
villages. With a little help from all of us, they  
can be again. This autumn, leave out food, build  
a hedgehog house, check your bonfire before 
lighting and spread the word. Together, we can 
give hedgehogs a fighting chance this winter - 
and look forward to their return in spring. 
Cheryl Mason, Hedgehog Champion, 
Wild About Goudhurst 
 
Photographs: Chapter Thirty Six Photography

USEFUL INFORMATION 
l  RHS Plants for Pollinators’ guide: 

www.rhs.org.uk/science/research/plants-for-pollinators 

l  Wild About Gardens - get creative for hedgehogs (free 

hedgehog booklet): https://bit.ly/4llOLhX 

l  Build a Hedgehog House This Autumn - using  

Sussex Wildlife Trust’s step-by-step instructions: 

https://bit.ly/47pWUPh 

l  Wildlife Watch - make a hedgehog feeding station: 

https://bit.ly/4mMxGPC

TOP TIPS TO HELP HEDGEHOGS 
l  Leave out meat-based cat/dog food and fresh water 

l  Avoid bread, milk, fish-based foods, mealworms,  

peanuts, and sunflower hearts 

l  Check bonfires before lighting and long grass  

before strimming 

l  Create a hedgehog highway with a 13×13cm hole  

in your fence 

l  Build or site a hedgehog house in a quiet corner 

l  Avoid pesticides and slug pellets 

l  Become a Hedgehog Champion at hedgehogstreet.org



K JONES ELECTRICAL 
Electrical and Solar Contractors 

Accredited, qualified and trusted local 
family business 

for over 40 years 
Free Estimates 

01580 848118 
kevin.kjoneselectrical@gmail.com 

ANDY AND SUE’S  
MOBILE  
LOG SPLITTING  
SERVICE Please call 

01580 241792 
07887 997551

Workshop 5, Slaney Place Farm 
Headcorn Road, Staplehurst, Kent TN12 ODT 

 
www.theobaldsfurniture.co.uk  

Tel: 01580 890055

Professional and  
traditional upholsterers 

 
Most types of furniture  

re-upholstered and repaired. 
Cushion interior replacement 
service, antique restoration, 

stockists for DIY enthusiasts, 
extensive range of fabrics.

Established 1975

Self-pay treatments

Fast access 
to treatment for 
everyone

01580 362 880

benendenhospital.org.uk

To book an appointment, call now

4.86
Based on 3500+ reviews

Our calm and welcoming hospital has high patient 
satisfaction rates, with access to over 250 self-pay 
treatments and services. As the only CQC rated 
Outstanding hospital in Kent, you can be confident in 
choosing Benenden Hospital for your diagnosis and 
treatment. Set in tranquil countryside, with specialist 
award-winning facilities, Benenden Hospital will ensure you 
receive first-class care from our dedicated clinical teams.

Over 100 years of excellent patient care.

Choose Benenden Hospital for

    Fast access to diagnosis                             
and treatment

    Leading and highly respected 
Consultants

    Compassionate and    
experienced teams

    Clear and easy to understand 
pricing

Payment 
plans 

available



Birchwood’s back and 
even better than ever 
The bad news, as you know, is that Birchwood 
in Flimwell recently closed down. The good 
news is that it has, as reported on these 
pages, reopened at Taywell, on the road to 
Goudhurst, and after my co-editor Ruth 
popped in twice and loved it, I knew it was 
safe to make my debut on the new site. 

I went with family, six of us, outside on a 
summery afternoon, and we picked a bunch  
of dishes from the ‘small plates’ menu, then 
waited with curiosity and expectation, the 
latter from those of us who had experienced 
co-owner Will Devlin’s cooking before, at his 
other Acre group venues, the Small Holding 
and the Curlew (now sadly extinct). 

Well, I wasn’t anticipating anything other 
than top notch, but my hopes were raised 
even higher when I saw a man in an apron 
rooting around in the flower bed/veg patch 
and heading back inside with a handful of 
leaves and petals. It was head chef Devlin 
himself, in the kitchen for the day. 

Five minutes later, the plates began to 
arrive, complete with the flavours of the 
garden - about as local and sustainable as you 
can get, and also delicious. Steak tartare (from 
field to fork in about a mile) and a wonderful 
concoction of courgette and pearl barley 
were my highlights - a step up even from 
Flimwell - all chased down with an excellent 
Full Loop pale ale from Lakedown brewery 
(Burwash) and a crisp, dry white from 
Davenport winery (Horsmonden). 

Birchwood is reassuringly back and  
still brilliant.

Good taste in Tenterden 
Unless you happen to be a regular in the back 
room at Benenden’s, a decent independent 
wine retailer can be hard to find in this neck  
of the woods. Imagine my surprise, then, when  
I strolled into Tenterden past a very smart 
frontage, at 90 High Street, announcing 
Cornucopia Bottle Shop and Tasting Room. 

The main surprise was that the place was 
open. I’d strolled past many times before 
without joy, but it turns out that if you time  
it right - 12.30pm to 9.30pm on Thursday-
Saturday and 12.30pm to 4.30pm on Sundays - 
you’re in for a treat. 

Gea Pereira, a charmingly knowledgeable 
and enthusiastic South African, concentrates on 
British wines, spirits, beers, ciders and foodie 
treats, much of it very local, some of it from 
further afield but with the same independent 
and individual outlook on life. 

It being a tasting room, I tasted a wine called 
Oasthouse, from Warehorne Vineyards, made 
from the rather obscure (meaning I’d never 
heard of it before) Swiss grape Divico - bright 
purple, medium-bodied and bursting with dark 
fruits. It being a bottle shop, I bought a bottle 
of Pilgrim’s Way pinot gris from Wayfarer 
Wines near Woodchurch, a very good version 
of a shamefully unsung grape, all ripe pears and 
gentle acidity. It being a very hot afternoon,  
I also took home a few bottles of Helles lager 
from the Three Legs brewery in Bexhill, and  
my remaining summer weekends were set. 

It being English wines almost all the way,  
the prices aren’t gentle, but the quality and  
the welcome are unquestionable. 
Peter Thomas 37
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Peasmarsh Place Care Home is a stunning residential home 
set in 5 acres on a country estate in Peasmarsh, East Sussex. 

The residents of the home are supported and cared for by 
the trained team who provide care 24 hours a day. All our 
rooms are en suite and offer luxurious accommodation. 

As the home caters for up to twenty elderly residents,  
staff can assess and fully understand each resident’s needs. 

We offer residential, convalescence  
and respite stays.

Why not contact the home, arrange a  
visit, and see what we have to offer?

g pPeasmarsh Place, Peasmarsh, Rye, TN31 6XE  |  Tel: 01797 230555
www.peasmarshplace.co.uk  |  Email: manager@peasmarshplace.co.uk

Peasmarsh Place Country Care has been an 
independent provider of elderly care since 1984, 

started by the current Viscount Devonport

Career, Family or Relationship Worries?
Stuck in a Rut? Feeling Lost?

Not sure who you are, or what you really want?  
I’m Sara 

An ICF ACC qualified coach and counsellor. 
I can help you 

Relight your spark. 
Find your confidence. 

Discover your direction.
Be the authentic you!

For a friendly, confidential, free initial chat,
contact:

Sara@Peartreeconfidencecoaching.com
www.PearTreeConfidenceCoaching.com 



Rohan Aveline Maitland 
Barnett 
10 October 1947 - 7 June 2025 
A memorial service followed by a celebration  
in the Bull for the life of Rohan Barnett was 
held this autumn, following his death in June.  
It was organised by his sons Sam and Matt and 
his daughter Lara. Rohan had been an integral 
part of Benenden life for some two decades 
after moving here from Suffolk. Curiously, no 
one seems able to quite remember when he  
did first appear in the village, but best guesses 
put it at around 2005. To his many friends and 
acquaintances, it seemed he had always been  
a part of local life. 

He threw himself into village activities, 
immediately joining the Iden Green Tennis Club 
and becoming a regular of the Friday evening 
men’s doubles - and the post-match sessions  
in the Woodcock or the Bull. He was an early - 
or even founder - member of the Benenden  
and Iden Green (BIG) Ukulele Group, and his 
expertise with website management ensured  

he was always in demand to assist with  
the parish council, tennis club and Standen 
Community Orchard sites. 

Rohan was a talented musician and 
guitarist, albeit one who was reluctant  
to perform in public -although he was 
persuaded to do a couple of sets at the 
SOL party music and beer festival in Iden 
Green, and he co-managed the bar there 
over a number of years. 

His other passion was golf, often playing 
with other Benenden players at Littlestone 
or Rye. Although he had been a senior 
social worker and head of children’s 

services earlier in 
his career, after he 
moved to Kent he 
stepped back from 
the pressure of local 
authority work to 
edit and design a 
golfing magazine and 
associated websites. 

To his friends 
Rohan was 
something of an 
enigma. He’d been 

to a private school and often referred to people 
by their surname alone. He drove a top-of-the-
range BMW and proudly displayed a sign in his 
kitchen saying life was too short to drink cheap 
wine. These attributes, alongside his passion for 
golf and tennis, might have singled him out as 
politically conservative. In fact he was extremely 
radical, even pronouncing that Jeremy Corbyn 
was too much of a centrist for his liking. 

He was also a kind and generous friend, but 
he could occasionally display a waspish side to 
his nature. After ill-health forced him to retire 
from the tennis court, he still attended the 
after-game sessions at the Bull, where a table 
was habitually reserved for players on a Friday 
evening. But woe betide any ‘outsiders’ who 
tried to muscle in on the tennis table when 
Rohan was there holding court! 
Kent Barker
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Inspired by paradise in 
Britain’s tropical idyll 
I recently returned from a trip to Cornwall,  
the Lizard Peninsula to be precise, where in 
between the heavy downpours we were 
rewarded with long periods of sunshine - and  
it was then that we ventured out to explore.  
A recommendation to visit Trebah Gardens  
was high on my list, as were the narrow streets 
of St Ives, neither of which disappointed. 

Trebah is set in a 26-acre valley just north  
of the Helford river and is crammed full of  
tree ferns, bamboos, hydrangeas and gunnera, 
as well as having its own private beach directly 
on the river bank. It has a definite sub-tropical 
feel as most of the bamboos are well over 10m 
tall, we could walk underneath the gunnera 
leaves and the tree ferns were, well, tree-sized! 
Ginger lilies, aloes, kniphofia, agapanthus and 
day lilies were all in good health, and flowering 
beautifully were persicaria, schizostylis and 
tender salvias. A stream cascades down through 
the valley giving it a slightly prehistoric feel 
before it reaches the small beach, set on an 
idyllic stretch of the Helford estuary. 

The gardens have been owned by 12 families 
over its 700-year history but are now owned 
by a trust to ensure it remains open to the 
public for years to come. It is possible to grow 
any of these plants in cooler parts of the UK 
where some of the plants would require winter 
protection, but they do require vast amounts  
of rainfall. Sadly, in this part of the country we 
cannot rely on such quantities to enable these 

plants to reach their ultimate sizes but we can 
still grow them. I have planted most of these in 
various gardens throughout Kent and as with 
all good plant establishment they require good 
watering-in at planting and throughout their 
first year. Once roots have been put down then 
most plants will survive as long as they have 
been planted in the right soil and aspect. 

A trip to St Ives threw up more inspiration 
as we navigated the maze of narrow streets.  
I noticed how many of the houses, looking like 
holiday lets, grew so many interesting plants in 
containers, either on windowsills or balconies 
or in large troughs outside the doors. All sorts 
of tender perennials grew here, a myriad of 
salvias, cosmos, cannas and begonias as well  
as slightly hardier plants such as penstemons, 
bidens and verbenas. All were growing away in 
such abundance I can only imagine they are left 
in situ over winter and survive, only to come 
back stronger the following year. 

I also spotted a vast collection of herbs: 
basil, lemon verbena, rosemary and French 
lavender. It reminded me of trips to France in 
the summer, particularly touring the cities and 
seeing how creative they get with their pot 
displays. The French are 
particularly fond of gaura 
and erigeron, both of 
which thrive on neglect 
in a container, and they 
are also very good at 
combining colours. 

Back in the UK I am 
busy gathering plants for 
my clients’ autumn pot 
displays, inspired by my 
trip to the south west, 
with its idyllic climate 
for growing. In no time 
at all we will be potting 
up tulips and other bulbs 
for spring, followed by all the festive foliage and 
sprays we endure for the Christmas period. 
Annabel Lear GARDENS  
Planting . Design . Consultancy    
07759 440922   annabellear@btinternet.com

Helford River

Trebah Gardens

In Your Garden



C R A N B R O O K

area too.
We know

because it’s our
your area,

Connect with us

Savills Cranbrook
+44 (0) 1580 720 161
cranbrook@savills.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
Chalkdown Riding for the Disabled, 

Staplehurst, are currently looking for 
volunteers to help with their therapeutic  

riding sessions on Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings in term time. If you have equine 
experience, enjoy being part of a team and 

would like to help our riders discover  
the healing powers of horses then  

please get in touch.  
All volunteers will need to provide  

two references and will be DBS checked.  
Email staplehurstrda@gmail.com 

for more information 
Or download an application form from 

chalkdownstaplehurst­rda.co.uk

CHALKDOWN RDA 
Charity No1174554 

             @lucyandrewinteriors  ~  lucy@lucyandrew.co.uk  ~  07930 507047

Hand-Finished Curtains  

  & Blinds 

Fabrics & Poles 

Upholstery & Loose Covers 

Wallpaper & Paint 

Lighting & Carpets

www.lucyandrew.co.uk

45 & 51 High Street 
Tenterden

PROUD TO BE SERVING THE 
COMMUNITY SINCE 1852

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors 
serving the local community with compassion and the 

highest standards of service and professionalism.  
With our 24-hour emergency service,  

we are only a telephone call away.  
At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly  
with one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who 
will be there to help, support and guide you through  

the whole of the funeral process.

Bank Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EF 
01580 713636  

Dixter Road, Northiam, East Sussex TN31 6LB 
01797 260316

enquiries@jperigoeandson.com 
www.jperigoeandson.com

J. Perigoe and Son is a Trading Division of  
West & Coe Limited, 602 Rainham Road South, 

Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP



Above: Late summer highlights: Jazz & Blues at the Pavilion in Iden Green; the Cricket Club in full swing and the family double 

wicket game open afternoon on The Green; Sissinghurst Scout group embracing outdoor activities 

Front cover: Visual delight: Autumn pickings. Photograph: Katie Scott


