



SHRAWLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in Shrawley Village Hall and virtually via Zoom, 

Tuesday 15th December commencing at 7.15pm.

Present:	Councillors	Ms R Mosedale  (RM) – Chairman
				Cllr R Clark (RC)
				Mr M Dymond (MD)
				Mr H Jackman (HJ)				

In attendance:  Ms C Shinner – Interim Clerk and 8 members of the public 

468	Apologies for absence:
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and apologies were received and accepted from County Cllr P Grove, Dst Cllr P Cumming and Cllr A Dorrell (SD)

469	Declaration of Interest for a) The Meeting and b) Any Changes to be notified to the Registers of Interests and Gifts & Hospitality
a) There was a declaration of interest made by RM re 20/01724/FUL Goodyears Farm.
b) No Changes were notified.

470	Confirmation of the Minutes of the meeting of 13 September 2020.
The minutes of the previous meetings were confirmed as accurate and will be signed accordingly.  
The minutes of the finance working party were also confirmed as accurate and will be signed accordingly.

The meeting was closed for public question time and whilst this is not part of the Parish Council meeting there are notes attached to the minutes to act as an aide memoire.

471	 Co-Option of Parish Councillors:
It was noted that whilst there were 2 vacancies for Councillors on Shrawley Parish Councillor, there were no applicants to consider at this meeting. Cllr RM noted that there were parishioners interested in the roles.

[bookmark: _Hlk47612857]472	Planning matters
20/01724/FUL
Goodyears Farm
Rectory Lane
Shrawley
WR6 6TN
Replacement dwelling – variation of condition 2 planning permission 15/00290 for replacement 
dwelling, to allow amended design.
This was discussed prior to the meeting by AD, MD, RC and HJ and agreed that there was no objection
 to this application.

20/01751/HP and 20/01752/LB
Severn Bank Corner
Shrawley
WR6 6TB
Rear single storey kitchen extension and detached greenhouse.
There were no objections to this application.

20/01621/CU
Storage building @ (OS 7590 6432)
Sankyns Green
Little Whitley
Conversion of redundant agricultural barn to 2no. holiday flats.
The parish council agreed to visit the property and return the comments accordingly.

473 	Planning application decisions notified by Malvern Hills District Council
Dodoak 20/00908 is to go to the planning committee and is recommended for approval by the planning 
officer.

474	Correspondence and progress reports 
These were emailed with the agenda where possible and were also available for consideration prior to the meeting.
· District Councillors report – Pam Cumming
· County Councillor report – Phil Grove
· Christmas refuse collection
· Parishioner letter from C Westwood re future projects as discussed October 2020
· Parishioner letter from J Nicholson re the community website and footpath warden.
· Parishioner email from J Nicholson re the agenda and the proposed projects as per October minutes 2020
· Parishioner email from J Nicholson re the broadband in Shrawley
· Parishioner email from J Nicholson re the December meeting
· Parishioner email from C Freeman re the bench/meetings/minutes
· Worcestershire County Council - From P Grove – Members top 5 for November and Covid update from WCC.
· Malvern Electoral review – boundary commission briefing inviation to Cllrs to attend.
· Email from C Shinner to P Grove asking if the County Councillor can donate towards the proposed millennium green work.
· Road closure 9/3/21-22/3/21 Rectory Lane Shrawley
· Notification of exempt status of Shrawley Parish Council re audit from PKF Littlejohn LLP.
· Parish Magazine received from J Westwood – invoice to follow in January
· Email from J Lee re the Christmas tree

475	Report from Parish, County and District Councillors.
Pam Cumming (PC) – District Councillor sent the following report.
There is a proposal which has been put forward by a group of indivduals to create a Malvern Hills National Park. It is suggested that it incorporates the area up to the River Severn at Bewdley and Stourport Whilst this would possibly be beneficial in stopping unwanted development in our area it could also restrict residents from what they might otherwise be allowed to do. I am aware that the promoters of this have been contacting some Parish Councils, so I wanted to make you aware of potential pitfalls which need careful examination.
P Grove (PG) – County Councillor sent a report which is attached to this agenda.

476	Finance.
a) 	Barclays Bank balance 		(as at 1/10/2020) 
		Business Current account		£9904.52
		Business saving account		£3245.84
		Cambridge and Counties Bond 	(at 1/6/20) 	£10468.27			
b)	Accounts for payment;
		Clerk October 2020				£499.50
		Clerk November 2020				£245
	Bruce Wormington Parish maintenance	£150
 c)	Current banking arrangements for Barclays Bank. 
It was noted that the Clerk had not seen a Barclays statement since October 2020 or a Cambridge and Counties statement since June 2020.  It was noted in the strongest terms that this is not an acceptable way for the parish council to continue and the Clerk stressed the importance of receiving the relevant documentation.
	Progress on actions;
To add Councillor signatories to the bank account. The forms for the change of signatories on the bank account are currently circulated amongst the Councillors for return to the Clerk.
To arrange electronic banking.  Cllr RM needs to arrange for the relevant card and access details to be sent to the Clerk as soon as possible.
To arrange for debit card for Clerks use. This will be arranged when the Clerk has electronic banking and access to the accounts.
To change address of bank statements.  Currently the Clerk is unaware of where the bank statements are sent. 
d)	Cambridge and Counties Savings account
To change address of bank statements and to arrange for additional signatories (Currently RM, MD, AD). The original forms for signature and return to the Clerk have been mislaid.  The Clerk will arrange for the documents to be redistributed.
e)	Notification of the exempt status of Shrawley Parish Council has been received by the external auditors – PFK Little John LLP.
f)	Budget for 2021-22
The Budget was discussed at the finance working party and presented to the Council.
The Parish Council agreed the budget for 2021-22. 
The Precept is to be £8,500 and this was agreed by the whole parish council.
	
477	Projects for consideration by the Parish Council.
· Signage etc to alleviate speeding. Cllr HJ noted that Operation Snap from West Mercia was an online facility that meant that anyone could upload details of speeding cars to a website and that this would act as a deterrent.  HJ noted that he would investigate discrete signs to promote this facility.
· Speed checks in the parish. The Clerk contacted P Grove and a reply was received by H Davies from WCC noting that speed checks were currently a 6-month waiting list.  She has offered to meet the parish council in January to review an additional VAS position if they wish to provide one. 
· The planting of wild native daffodils - a previously agreed project is to proceed.  It was noted that Chris Freeman had located the bulbs in question and the parish council would pay for the bulbs and the planting of them.
· Millennium Green project.  Cllr MD notes that the Millennium Green is in need of some work to restore it to a great asset that would be visited by the public and he suggests the following work;
Level and seed area around bench.
Remove hedge on the roadside to make the green visible and to open up the view.
Planting a hedge along the boundary with Blacksmiths Cottage to provide privacy.
Refurbish the bench.
Improve access from the road.                                                                                  
Cllr MD noted that the Green is currently difficult to maintain due to the rough nature of the ground, the brash and the neglected trees in poor health and the brambles.  The bench is green and mildewed.  He noted that the Green is invisible to passers-by and you do not know it is there, he noted that it does not look treasured.  Cllr MD commented that the Green would benefit from work and the provision of additional hedges.  A hedge could also be removed to enhance the view.  He proposed putting together a project to improve the Green and an estimate for the work will also be provided.  He will also discuss the proposed project with the neighbour.  The Parish Council will be asked to consider this project when the estimates have been provided.  
Cllr MD also noted that this could be published in the parish magazine for consultation by the public.


· Defibrillator. The process of testing the defibrillators will be examined and discussed in the new year.
· Footpath issue at Gazen Bridge.  It was noted that the hedge and associated debris was overgrowing the footpath at this location.  Cllr MD noted that he would examine the area and could report back to the Parish Council with an estimate for work to be done or a recommendation for works to be done.
· Training for the Council. Cllr RM has spoken to CALC to investigate the possibility of online training courses for the Council.

478.	Risk register
	The risk register for the parish council was accepted.  

479	Parish Maintenance
	Update on the parish lengthsman and work undertaken since the last meeting.  The lengthsman is awaiting training from the County Council.

480	Progress on the completion of Fibre to the Premises broadband in Shrawley.
Cllr HJ noted that if 15 premises in the 01905 part of the Parish signed up to the gigabit scheme then that should provide the necessary funding for FTTP to proceed.  The scheme allows £1500 per household and £3000 per business towards the provision of the works necessary.  If this is achieved, then Openreach have a contractual obligation to implement this within 12 months.  HJ noted that any interested parishioners could contact him for further information to proceed this action.

481	Dates of the next Parish Council meetings 
	12 January 2021 and 9th February 2021

482	Cllr RM thanked Mr. John Westwood for the Parish magazine.  
Thanks were also given to Mr D Jeavons Fellows for the lovely Christmas tree and to Mr. J. Lee for the lights.
Cllr RM thanked all the parishioners for attending and for bearing with the Parish Council over a turbulent year for everyone.  A Merry Christmas and a Covid safe festive season was wished to the entire Parish.


	
Public Question Time (mid meeting)
· Parishioner raised issue of Hollow Lane – Clerk noted that this “road” had been notified for removal from SatNav.  Incident number - 960469.
· Parishioner raised the lack of broadband provision to the 01905 numbers in the parish.
Public Question Time (after the meeting)
· Parishioner (Chris) noted the proposed work re Millenium Green was good and appreciated the work of Cllr MD although expressed reservation re removal of hedge.  A consultation with the public was noted as important.
· Parishioner (Vanessa) agreed with the above and noted that more of an entrance through the churchyard might be appropriate.
· Parishioner (Jennifer) noted that if a hedge was to be planted at the above – could the Parish Council agree to cut it from both sides.
· Re defibrillator – Mike Partridge was noted as being qualified and RM to speak to him regarding training -  also John Lee will also check his contact to test the device.
· John Lee thanked Cllr RM for untangling the Christmas tree lights.
· Chris Freeman asked for reports to the parish magazine.
· Andrew James noted the re-registering of the New Inn as a community asset – needs to be done by 25 Jan 2021.


Report from P Grove
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	The scheme to make improvements to Pinvin Junction continues. Works have recently focussed on the extension of the A44 north-west of the junction to accommodate an additional right-hand turn. Works have also taken place on the kerbing and installation of a new footpath on the south-east side of the A44 towards White Logistics.
Surfacing works are planned to take place on the A44, Terrace Road and Main Street from 9th November. This will include up to four night-time closures (8pm-6am).

· 

Works to improve traffic flow in the Churchfields area of Kidderminster are also ongoing, with an important part of the scheme already in operation.

One of the key elements of the Churchfields Highway Improvement Scheme is the new link access from the A456 Ringway roundabout through to Churchfields, which opened in August.
Works have also taken place to convert part of Churchfields into an A-road and works to redesign the gyratory at the Horsefair and change Blackwell Street to a one-way system are ongoing.

Surfacing works are set to take place on this scheme, starting on Sunday 8th November, with night-time closures (8pm-5am) in place for up to 10 nights, not including weekends.

· 

Over the last week, the final sections of steel girders have been craned into position across the River Severn at Carrington Bridge. Works are progressing well and precast concrete sections will now be placed onto the steel to form the bridge deck.

Cranes will be returning to Sabrina bridge shortly to continue the next phase of the refurbishment scheme, with the bridge set to reopen in December.

At the St John’s congestion scheme in Worcester, the road has recently reopened westbound and work will cease in approximately 2 weeks for the run-up to Christmas, returning to complete in the New Year.
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	This week is National Care Leavers’ Week and the theme this year is Care Leavers in Careers.

National Care Leavers’ Week is an opportunity to showcase and celebrate the successes of care leavers from across the UK, and to inspire them to achieve their full potential. It’s also an opportunity to challenge negative perceptions and change the narrative of the care system. 

Find out more on the Children’s Commissioners Website.

· 

This week is half term in Worcestershire. Prior to half term just under 90% of pupils in Worcestershire were in school which is above the national average. 
Despite it being half-term we are continuing to provide communications and advice to our schools about when pupils and staff should get tested. As with all county residents, the advice remains to only get tested if you are showing symptoms or if advised to do so by their GP or Local Authority or Public Health England.
The Council has been working together with the District Councils from across the county to make sure that every vulnerable child in Worcestershire has had access to a meal every day during the half term holidays.
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	The County Council has this week launched a new reablement approach to help adults in need of social care to remain in their own homes. The new look service was originally due to be launched after Easter but it had to be delayed due to Covid. To achieve the best outcomes for people, we have changed our Homecare teams to become a single Reablement Service. 

We have redesigned our systems, processes and organisational structure to enable the Reablement Service to focus on promoting independence across all pathways, to enable people to continue to live in the own homes and to work with people to maximise their abilities and avoid the need for long-term care and support.
· 

Limited visits to care home residents can be arranged in the county once more, providing strict safety measures are in place to protect vulnerable residents. Extra Care and Supported Living are also being advised that they can open to limited family visits. 





	[image: The Environment Section]



	Three of our parklands have once again been ranked among the best in the UK.

Worcester Woods Country Park, Waseley Hills Country Park in Rubery and St. Wulstan’s Local Nature Reserve have all been awarded Green Flag status.

The international award means these spaces boast the highest environmental standards, are beautifully maintained and have excellent visitor facilities.

· 

Whilst no severe winter weather is currently predicted, from 15th October, WCC’s Winter Service teams have been officially on standby. When gritting is required, actions will be updated daily on the @WorcsTravel Twitter account using the hashtag #GritterTwitter.

The fleet of 32 gritting vehicles has been supplemented by 3 brand new vehicles, with another 3 to be updated as the season progresses.

Over 11,750 tonnes of salt is ready to be used ahead of the new season and this will be replenished when necessary.

We have also checked the county's 1,320 grit bins to ensure they are full. The grit bins are available across the county and are maintained with stocks of a salt/grit mixture. They are provided for use on the public highway only (including footways).

There's also a variety of information about our gritting operations online, including interactive maps which show designated gritting routes and where residents can also locate their nearest grit bin and report it for refilling as we move through the winter:

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/gritting 
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	Further support has launched for Worcestershire start-ups and entrepreneurs. Enterprising Worcestershire will offer support to new and early stage businesses in the region, after securing a further three years of funding. Match-funded grants between £1,000 - £15,000 will be available from November for eligible businesses under three years old, allowing them to get their ideas off the ground. 
Individuals wishing to start their own business can also receive free support to develop their ideas, whilst early-stage businesses can progress with free business coaching and development sessions. 
Find out more about the grant funding available at the upcoming free online grant workshop: https://businesseventsworcestershire.com/events-search/details/?id=187 
· 

The Chairman’s Remembrance Day Service on Wednesday, November 11 is being webcast only this year due to Covid-19 restrictions. For anyone who would like to join, here is the webcast link: https://worcestershire.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/519434 

The Service will start at 10.55am.





	 
	Find out more online:
www.worcestershire.gov.uk
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