Ovington Parish Council
Annual Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 14t May 6.30pm
Ovington Village Hall

Minutes of Meeting

Attendees: ClIr Peter Levett (Chair), Clir Nigel Parkes (RFO), Cllr Shaun Hanson, Julie Parkes
(Clerk)

1.Apologies: Jo Harper

2 .Declaration of interests: no declarations of interest

3. Minutes of previous meeting: signed as a true record by the Chair,

3.1 matters arising: items covered on the agenda

4.0utgoing Chairs statement:

Ovington Parish Council Chairman's Report

Ovington PC AGM 14th May 2024
The previous 12 months have been a relatively busy time for the Parish Council (PC).

The early storms of 2023 caused the rope on the maypole to snap which potentially could
have been a major problem for the village but a local company supplied a high lift cherry
picker + crew at no cost to us to enable us to access the top of the maypole to determine the
condition of the vane and fittings as well as to fit as new rope.

The PC still intend to replace the glass XK100 phone box with a period K6 phone box
however BT are still not allowing us to adopt the existing box at this time but have hinted that
there may be a change in their position at some point in the not too distant future.

The PC have had the two existing rubbish bins adjacent to the village bus stops replaced with
new ‘old style' bins and have had a third bin placed opposite the entrance to Cliffords View.
All three of these bins are being used and are regularly emptied by DCC.



The contractor who we have used to cut the grass on the green and the verges for the past
few years told us that he wouldn't be renewing the contract when it expired at the beginning
of this year, however the PC put the contract out to tender and we have a new contractor now
who is doing an excellent job.

We have had ongoing correspondence from DCC regarding the proposed conservation area
and the possibility of an improved broadband service, both of these are progressing very
slowly despite us doing our best to move forward to a conclusion.

Cllr Peter Levett.

Chair of Ovington Parish Council 2023/2024

5.Election of Chair, deputy chair and RFO:

5.1 ClIr Parkes proposed ClIr Levett remain as chair, seconded by Clir Hanson. Clir Levett
proposed ClIr Parkes remain as RFO, seconded by Cllr Hanson. Clir Parkes proposed Clir
Hanson as deputy chair: seconded by Clir Levett

6.Review of statutory documents:

6.1 AGAR: CliIr Parkes presented the AGAR return and confirmed it has been completed and
audited by Richard Burt as accurate with documents ready for appraisal and signature by the
Chair and Clerk as relevant and appropriate. Clir Levett and J Parkes (clerk) signed the return
where indicated. The clerk will scan the completed return to Mazars. The return cannot be
published until 3™ of June at the earliest and needs to be posted on the notice board and
OPC website on Hugo Fox. The clerk will provide advance notice of publication on the village
notice board and Hugo Fox and publish the accounts on 5% June 2024.

6.2 Standing orders: The clerk confirmed that the revised model financial regulations for
local councils has just been published. The document has been circulated but councillors
have only just received it, the document is written for all councils no matter how large or
small and therefore needs to be adapted to suit a small parish council (as is recommended) .
The clerk agreed to review the document and produce an OPC version for approval.

6.3 Risk assessment review finance and assets:

The RFO presented the OPC asset register that has been updated. Appendix 1) In relation to
financial risk the predominant issue is the increased cost of grass cutting that only became
apparent after the previous contractor served notice. The costs in relation to the new
contract were greater even though the lowest price was accepted (5 enquiries were made
and 4 received). There are sufficient reserves to cover the additional cost in year.



7 Finance:

7.1 The RFO presented an updated version of OPC accounts, the balance in total (current
and deposit) is £6,804.9. There is an invoice of £10 to be paid for the use of the village hall,
Zurich insurance have been paid £257 for this years premium (this has not yet appeared on
the statement) and a cheque has just been written for £174 for grass cutting.

7.2 Electronic banking: Virgin Money have reminded OPC of the need to close the current
deposit account and move to an online account. This needs to be completed by the 2" June
otherwise Virgin Money will close the account and send a cheque. The RFO will go to the
bank to seek advice re an appropriate account and also to seek further advice re dual
signatory accounts that can be used on line. OPC standing financial instructions will be
amended accordingly.

8. Zetland Hunt:

8.1 The clerk reported that the huntmaster had responded to the e mail sent by OPCin
relation to explicitly denying access by the hunt to areas owned by OPC. It was agreed to
post both the e mail from OPC and the response from Zetland hunt on Hugo Fox under
documents for information.

9.Planning Updates; No planning issues of note.

10.Conservation area:

10.1 The Chair has written to DCC legal representative in relation to OPC frustration as to
lack of progress: no response has been received nor has the email been acknowledged. Clirs
expressed concern that this appeared to be part the course when dealing with DCC. Clir
Hanson proposed that the chair send a follow up e mail requesting confirmation of receipt
and when a reply could be expected. It was agreed if no response was received an e mail
would be sent to the Chief Executive Officer voicing concern in relation to the standard of
services.

11.Broadband:

11.1 Alli Walker from Digital Durham has e mailed to advise that Tim Blades from BDUK will

provide a definitive update by the end of June with regard to Ovington being provided with
fibre broadband.

11.2 ClIr Hanson suggested that if no information was forthcoming from DCC re the
conservation area and broadband that the relevant senior officers be requested to attend a
meeting in the parish. Cllr Parkes suggested inviting local county councillors to such an
event.

12.A0B: no additional business



13. Date and time of next meeting: Tuesday 3™ Spetember 6.30 pm Village Hall

Appendix 1.
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