Work party
April 25th 2021
Risk Assessment
Activities
1. Planting out Cowslips, Maritime daisies, London Pride, Gorse, Euronomus,Bugle
2. Thinning out hogweed
3. Border tidying
4. General tidying
5. Litter removal

All volunteers will wear High Vis Tops

	Hazard
	Those at risk
	Controls

	Covid 19 transmission
	Volunteers
Members of the public
	Social distancing strictly adhered to.
Group size restricted to 6. If more attend then group will be divided into smaller groups and will be allocated separate tasks in different areas of the gardens.
Tools provided by organisers will be cleaned before use and sanitiser available on site for further cleaning.
Hi Vis jackets are clean and covid free. Members to take them home for cleaning.
Hand sanitiser available at worksite.

	Use of tools
Spades, Hand forks, 
Trowels, Hoes,

	Volunteers
Members of the public
	Stout footwear and gloves to be worn when using tools.
Warm up before using spades and hoes. Take regular breaks.
Do not leave tools lying around where they can become a hazard for volunteers or members of the public. 
Use the right tool for the job

	Animal Faeces
	Volunteers
	Area to be checked prior to activity commencing and animal faeces removed using shovel and doggy bags.
Volunteers to wear gloves
Hands and shovel to be washed after use.

	Plant Material
	Volunteers








	Use tools to remove weeds.
Wear gloves and long sleeved tops to avoid stings and thorns.
Do not overfill bags
Check for the presence of Japanese knotweed.
If present, report to Parks and Gardens
Hogweed sap is less toxic than its non native relative Giant Hogweed but precautions should still be taken to avoid getting sap on the skin. Long sleeves and gloves should be worn and hands and arms washed afterwards.
All other plants are either harmless or of mild toxicity. Gloves should still be worn and hands washed after the activity.

	Manual Lifting
	Volunteers
	Low risk on this activity provided weed bags are not overfilled.


	Cuts and grazes from litter or vegetation.
Insect bites.
	Volunteers
	Gloves to be worn.
First Aid kit to be available.
Wash hands at end of session.
Risk of insect bites low at this time of year. 


	Slips and trips.
	Volunteers
	Good strong footwear important.
Keep off the banks 

	Needles, Glass etc
	Volunteers
Members of the public
	If needles are spotted report to group leader who will inform council. Do not remove.
Glass should only be removed using litter picker and double bagged.










Warnings to be issued prior to work session

Please wear good stout shoes especially if using the spades.
Warm up before heavy manual work and take regular breaks.
Do not leave tools lying around where they can be a danger to others.
Wear a decent pair of gloves.
We have a first aid kit for dealing with cuts and grazes.
Hogweed is mildly toxic so wear gloves and long sleeves and wash hands after activity.
Needles and glass – warnings
Follow Litter Picking guidelines – copies available for new members
First Aiders – None likely to be present.


