WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Wildlife, Biodiversity & Environment Policy

Introduction

The Whitchurch Rural Parish Council (WRPC) is a mainly rural area bisected by the major road link of the A41. According to the Shropshire Ecological Data Network (SEDN) map there are two specific sites within the WRPC area where ecological data is gathered, namely Brown Moss and Prees Heath common.

The word ‘biodiversity’ comes from the term ‘biological diversity’. It refers to the variety of all living organisms, including animals, insects, plants, bacteria and fungi.

In accordance with the duty imposed on town and parish councils by Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, updated by Section 102 of the Environment Act 2021, Whitchurch Rural Parish Council, in exercising its functions, “must have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity”. 

This duty affects all public authorities and aims to raise the profile and visibility of biodiversity and also opens the way for the provision of council funds for the conservation of local biodiversity.

Why is it important?

The ‘State of Nature Report 2023’, has identified that; 

across the UK species studied have declined on average by 19% since 1970, 

that 151 of the 10,008 species assessed have become extinct since 1500,

that nearly one in six species are currently threatened with extinction from Great Britain,

Invertebrates such as insects, spiders and millipedes have been found, on average, in 13% fewer places now than in 1970,

However there are much bigger declines in insects which have important roles such as pollination and crop pest control. Pollinators such as bees, hoverflies and moths, have decreased by 18% on average, whilst predatory insects, like the 2-spot Ladybird which help control crop pests, have declined by more than a third (34%).

Since 1970 more than half of our flowering plants, mosses and their relatives have been lost from areas where they used to thrive.
Read the full report



Aim

To enhance, protect and raise the profile of biodiversity within the Parish. To make
biodiversity an integral part of all decision making. To “do no harm” and encourage the whole community to join us.

Objectives

· Protect and support the biodiversity of land that Whitchurch Rural Parish Council can influence.
· Ensure our policies are robust around biodiversity, ensuring that biodiversity net gain is identified and supported as part of our planning consultee role, and that opportunities to extend or create new habitats are encouraged. 
· Increase community awareness of biodiversity issues.
· Work with our residents, partners, landowners, volunteers, and visitors to support the thriving of nature and receive its educational, health, and wellbeing benefit. 
· Support local biodiversity projects

Local Actions

The WRPC supports and encourages local initiatives that sit within the aims and objectives as listed above. Some of the current local initiatives are;

· To reduce the disturbance to nesting birds the WRPC fully supports and endorses the management of hedgerows and buffer strips as identified in Hedgerow management rules: cutting and trimming and Hedgerow management rules: buffer strips on www.gov.​uk.
· The WRPC supports the use of environmentally friendly pesticides if required for spraying of road side verges.
· The WRPC has provided dog waste bins throughout the area.
· The platinum Jubilee Gardens and orchard.
· The Gallops verges.
· The planting of insect friendly flowers at the Bowling green, the children's playground and the ponds at Ash Hall and Ash parva.
· Part of a recent planning approval at Ash Magna was the requirement to plant mixed hedge boarders
· The Rare Dairy have planted 600 trees and extensive hedges consisting of around 4500 individual mixed broadleaf plants.
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