
HINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr D Ashley 
Cllrs: 		Cllr M Thomason; Cllr R Vaughan; Cllr B Gee; Cllr K Wood; Cllr M Hook
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce 	
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr Neil Bentley	
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hinstock Parish Council held on 5th November 2025
at the Queens’ Jubilee Room, Hinstock

1. [bookmark: _Hlk128562530]Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
Cllr Ashley welcomed everyone to the Meeting and declared it opened at 7:16pm. Apologies were received from Cllr Hutchinson, which were duly accepted. Unitary Cllr N Bentley attended the Meeting. 

1. To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
Cllr Thomason declared an interest in item 6c regarding village hedge maintenance.

4	Approval of the Minutes (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1))
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1st October 2025
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes. Cllr Hook proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.

5	Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)	Unitary Councillor’s report – to receive report and feedback from Meeting attended
Cllr Bentley received confirmation that his emailed report had been received and circulated. He confirmed that he had attended a meeting regarding Shropshire Council’s intention to devolve Street Scene services to Town and Parish Council which was hosted by Stoke on Tern Parish Council on 1st October 2025.  An initial trial is being rolled out to three Town Councils in the first instance. Finances are Shropshire Council’s biggest issue at the moment, with a predicted overspend likely to be much larger than previously anticipated. Tanya Miles has taken over as interim CEO. The Council is looking at a Highways report on the A41 with alternative proposals to the Police and Crime Commissioner’s recommended average speed cameras, for which £400k had been put aside. The Councillors discussed the local A41 problems.

b) 	Parish Councillors’/Clerk’s reports – to receive
The NSAC meeting was not attended.

6	Parish Matters: 
a)	Street Lights/Maintenance and or Repairs
	To enable Cllrs to report matters requiring attention; 

b)	Playground/Recreation Field
	To enable Cllrs to consider quotes for: repairs to the cycle ramps; To receive the monthly playground inspection report; To receive annual inspection report from FIT; To discuss playing field/tennis court lease
The inspection reports’ findings were noted. 
The quote to repair the cycle ramps is still outstanding. Action: Cllr Ashley to follow up.
Purchase of a new playground gate. Action: Cllr Ashley to source.
Bolt caps requiring replacement on playground equipment. Action: Cllr Hook to replace.
Playground bark requires redistribution. Action: Cllr Ashley to ask VI Group to undertake.

c)	Highways & Environmental Health/Services
To enable Councillors to discuss any matters requiring attention/outstanding issues:
A529 upgrade; Village hedges – to discuss responsibility for maintenance
No update on the A529 upgrade has been receive in relation to the replacement lighting units. 
A query has been received from a resident over the ownership on a hedge by Manor Farm Drive. The Clerk has contacted Shropshire Council for ownership confirmation. The hedge is believed to still be in the ownership of the developer.
A query has been received from a resident over the ownership on a hedge by Roman Way. The Clerk has contacted Shropshire Council for ownership confirmation. The hedge is believed to still be in the ownership of the developer as it falls outside the land registry boundaries for the properties. 
The Councillors discussed the work of the Village Initiative Group which operates independently from the Parish Council. The Group receives an annual grant towards the cost of plants/bulbs. 
Flooding in the A41 underpass was reported. Action: to be reported via FixMyStreet and Cllr Bentley.

d)	Memorial Hall – report from PC	 reps following meeting 
No meeting has been held. The representatives on the Hall Committee reported that a new cooker hood has been installed and that bookings have increased. 

e)	Tennis Club – Update on public court access details; Lease agreement
Following the Deed of Dedication arrangement which was undertaken for the recreation field land, a new lease agreement with the Tennis Club will be necessary. The new agreement will be in line with the existing arrangement as per the terms of the lease. Action: Clerk to notify the Tennis Club.

f)	FIT land transfer – playground area Deed of Dedication	- update
Cllr Gee proposed signing the Deed of Dedication agreement with Fields in Trust to facilitate taking over two parcels on land in the car park and playground areas, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. 
Action: Clerk to return signed documents to the Solicitor. 

g)	Footpaths – to raise any matters of concern
Nothing to report.

h)	War memorial – update on War Memorial Trust grants
Cllr Thomason reported that he has received a response from the War Memorial Trust. The Council may be eligible to apply for a grant towards repairing the Memorial. Cllr Thomason will submit an application on behalf of the Council, proposed by Cllr Hook, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. 

i)	Dog fouling – to report vandalism to new signage
The new signage has been vandalised.  It was agreed that metal signs should be purchased. Action: Cllr Hook to source. 
The Clerk confirmed that new bins (now combined dog and general waste) would cost in the region of £300 + VAT to purchase from Shropshire Council, and that there would be an additional annual emptying fee. 

j)	Snooker Club – to receive any updates
No update. Cllr Ashley confirmed that the new wifi spur installed to control the heating appears to be working well.  

k)	A41– update on proposed average speed camera installation between Hinstock and Tern Hill
Covered under a previous item.

l)	Land adj cemetery – Cllrs report following inspection
The Councillors have yet to arrange a visit to the site. Action: To set a date/time.

7	Housekeeping
a)	Jubilee Room - To raise any matters requiring discussion/update on bookings; To record meter reading; To review building renovation works contract/report of roof plaster deterioration 
Cllr Ashley reported that he has fixed the broken ceiling tile. Plaster has fallen through from the roof space.  Action: Cllr Ashley to check the original scope of works from the refurbishment. To contact ADF and Jonathan Cornes Assoc. 

b)	Strategic Objectives Plan/Three year business financial plan/Alignment document – to review/adopt 
The Strategic Objectives Plan has now been updated to 2029. Cllr Thomason proposed adopting the new version, seconded by Cllr Gee, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Three Year Business Plan was proposed for adoption by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. 
	
8	Correspondence
To acknowledge receipt of correspondence received by email and to raise any matters requiring attention inc SALC/NALC bulletins, NSAC meeting minutes; Memorandum of Understanding; Planning guidance notes; BT digital switchover; Sport England active places; Offer of war medals for the village; 
The Clerk raised the offer of war medals to the village. The Councillors discussed where they might be displayed to do them adequate justice. They agreed that the best place would be the museum in Market Drayton. Action: Clerk to respond. 

9	Finance
a)	To approve invoices/payments received to include those received post agenda publication
The Clerk informed the Councillors that an hourly rate increase request has been received from the QJR cleaner. This will be taken forward to December’s meeting for consideration. The Councillors agreed that a more regulated invoicing system is needed so that payments can be made by a specific deadline. Action: Clerk to request invoices be submitted by 25th of each month. 
All payments proposed for approval by Cllr Hook, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Accounting reports /bank statements; To approve the bank reconciliation and confirm receipt 
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the financial reports and statements. 
The bank reconciliation was proposed by Cllr Gee for approval, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved.  

c)	To consider the purchase of a new notice board for the Memorial Hall
Cllr Hook to source quotes for December’s meeting. 

d)	To consider quotes for an outdoor table tennis table 
Cllr Hook to source quotes for December’s meeting. 

e)	Small business rate relief/Jubilee Room
Cllr Ashley to look into. 

f)	Eon annual maintenance contract renewal quote
To be taken forward. 

g)	Budget consideration for 2026-27
The Councillors reviewed the budget for the current financial year and the net position.  Councillors asked for a 3.5% increase to be applied for consideration in December. The precept will be agreed and applied for in January. 

h)	Notification of election recharge £125 (due January 2026)
Noted. 

	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/25
	Employee
	Salary 
	£597.95
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/07/25
	JWH
	Grounds maintenance
	£220.00
	Paid
	Open Spaces Act 1906; PHA 1875 s164

	08/10/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£20.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/10/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£20.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/10/25
	EDF
	Energy supply
	£115.73
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/10/25
	BT
	Broadband 
	£47.42
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/09/25
	L Egerton
	QJR Cleaning
	£100.00
	PAID
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/10/25
	Ray Parry
	Inspection
	£42.00
	Paid
	Open Spaces Act 1906; PHA 1875 s164

	17/10/25
	RBL
	Poppy wreath
	£50.00
	100687
Paid
	Chairman’s expenses

	Date
	Payer
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	04/10/25
	Bank 
	Interest
	£25.88
	
	

	01/10/25
	Snooker Club 
	Rent
	£80.00
	
	

	01/10/25
	Hinstock Fun Run
	Facilities hire
	£35.00
	
	



10	Planning (The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council under Town & Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
-	Applications 
No applications received 
-	Decisions 
25/03374/FUL  (validated: 10/09/2025)
Address:  Longpools Farm, Marsh Lane, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2TG
Proposal:  Conversion of agricultural buildings to form an agricultural workers dwelling and farm office including welfare facilities
Decision:  Grant Permission

25/03238/FUL  (validated: 01/09/2025)
Address:  Hinstock Primary School, Chester Road, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2TE
Proposal:  Installation of air source heat pumps
Decision:  Grant Permission




25/02538/FUL  (validated: 16/07/2025)
Address:  Silver Trees, Hatton Road, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2SR
Proposal:  Change of use of dwellinghouse (Use Class C3) to office (Use Class E(g)(i)) and associated works
Decision:  Grant Permission

25/03154/FUL  (validated: 26/08/2025)
Address:  5 Sandy Lane, Lockleywood, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2LY
Proposal:  Single storey side extension and new front porch
Decision:  Grant Permission

11	Confirmation of the next Meeting of the Parish Council date (3rd December 2025) and items for the next agenda
Budget; Quotes; Cleaner’s hourly rate increase; 

12	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
No matters were raised. 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:36pm.
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