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ln th* flrst of a ftew series looking at the stories behind special artifacts in
Oxfnrdshire's'mus*unns, Ohristlne Blox,ham looks at a bowl surrounded by mystery

'Thm turJdmsdffiffi Bcrrul
As hrrn* ] *t*. h{r"is *utrl

t, rt'l1i ,:::"i;r';i{xb}1' tt*vuiy h*
ffi 'iLagF:iif lr,, ',,Cr S,?].'fe t1:*:

ffi ,riy ste::-:'lr; stll:'tr{:rii ;.'li:ng

ffi ihis vr{risiie dn$li:-
#,L,* "tel:n"r :,Tlnsli hcrlvl *.
i' ,t.f tl :.n r: r'i{:i:I;,' t'Ur'nish*q"I

r r?: i:il e;{,i i y'' hu y' jl;t L - H i.1. rrslrnrir.r d,

. .;; i&'g5gt',r,'*r',i-' p#iislh]). }:un:i[rn
i;,;xy!fl1*{is, iI u-':t$ fq]unC. in 1S,*T

1 * ri n g t*rt; ; i r;1 ;"tt :g n ],t*ret ir..,n. s fr; r
,* i S lt r: p'*li i i:'ii f 

.X','; ::# &-'S F A L A t: r*,

,,1*,C**gdr;r:., *ttd lvag noI
,rni-t,*r]i-i,r *;t'J:rrtr?ate *r
'*i*ord*+r.1"

T'l:* [:*w] i"ii*appeared ai:ri il;
'W-? li f l* r.J. 

j * *E1,,' gi.arl b3r .3i_* g* 
1 :u n.

j\"tr*l-r:tg, th"*t: fllffintr:r tI'
'Ii\ 

l"}I-lv j.*lt ii,'{tis*ulT1, \r* l"r o
shrrrtt*,1 ;t *n th* rnent*lpier:e
t;f' rir "[r:r*4.1 ,irrnd,mn'n#il fili*d
'r'rith ;ilt'ln: r*$es. Shg
r*c*ff3;i,,ie* it frcm a l"Sth"
q:*ntmr:{.,,' #ftffraving hy
,$*k*,rtxialtu ffinttr tq l,{r'as

*uhs*qil,sffiti#* sold gntJ plau:ed
ftn ]*a,n to the Ashrrr*1e*.ri
futrus:eilffiio rlqrhere [t *en b* geeri

in tli* .Angl**$axon gaiier$
qrirt',$11nd*qt hy ot"h+r glaus
;ii$)reE fi:*le tl:e Rcmn,#,n era,

TI:.e buris]. was des*rlhe,S in
r;1r * A nrfo meof*gfcaf Jcrzr" ne'I
t.lmlrtrne IY, ppl;5'i-s, l.*4?) 

'

urhich recor*ed. thrm d,lmrmrrsr
tif *us#Leral huffilsr,l sk*leton.g
at thm d*pttr mf betwseffi tw"* anrl three
fe'gf,,k*m the surfgce, (;rm turth.er
*xr*.m:ilrattr:m it waa foun+i that th*
;*reietsn$ w*re flrrflnged ln a *lmJ,e,
their hearls *utwatrds, lying *n th*ir
fa'*e* ivitir their }egs crn;pmed.,.. I$*frr
tl"ien'r \4r*r# found s€r.erffi,} hlmhty-
*i"ttri*l"rs a}ld. tmt*restins shje*t$, . , "

Yhe*e rf.tnral hurinls hmve par'*litels
wni:Ii $utt*r"* H$q) tthe nish,sst $ax*n
r.n3'e1 t"r,*rial mitm im the *mu.ntry),
$ufi[gesti]xH Prurnarr sefirifi*e, as:.d 1f sr']
a rul*s-$f iiup*rtflRfis" Tllrq nhjects,
nffinfi., k:st mg:,nrt fr*rue ttre bol,rl,
**n,,tister:1 mf trnr** d,e*a}"ed sw*rd's r,fir:
p*$$lhi3r & $w{}rd and ifl Seagjt, A hf*n:e*
bumket, tqry* h]"ue g}ass br:wl.s- a
fr.-ngr*emt -:f gii$hr*ns* sr+t with

garnets (whi*l: has h**n int*rtr:::*ted es
n h:rd.'m }:ead F*ffid mf,y have hma+n a*
r?!:r1flrl1s$tftI. plaqu* fr:r * shi*:Icl mr
p*esihiy a anusi*g} imstrr*nr*itt), rlnd a
lafe ffir*Cie$a} ring.

Tnttis Diskins*n ,ritudierl th* huria3,
mr:d *x*avnterl the stte in lST*,
dis**verimg th* .r*nralms sf m,t lemst
f*ur" hodje* * arl adult mal* *rnd
feraral#, &rrsthmn fe:-*aI* *uf Eri:*ut f,0 mn,*
n chllf, a#ed hetwe*m *rght anel
puh*rty * "*rhtch arft pr*hah1p. m*rne of
thir skeSet+ns disn#v'er*d in iffi4T"

The #mddesdon Bst*r} [w r:+ye] bLne,
translur;*nt'ovften h.eld, t.r* g5* iiElht, nnd
its stirfa,;e tg nmqn' iriq5i**t+tlt,, Th* rir*
and hese &re ni'orn- iflt jrcfftl;rg
*xt*,x*itvm u$* hrrr*r:e bu.rigi" It, is

ffiYffiff
ct*:**r*terl w,.if.h a *hin trmil uf
ten h*rix*r:tai iines r*u.r"l*i
ihs r;pp#i3: haif nnd :11

'rerti*&.i l+r:ps ur1 the }*u-'q,r
hait; Its shap* is unlque a.r'*C

It is *f Hngilsh n*anufactltr*?"
Fr*hahly mad* j.i'l }t*nt. Th*,
nnissing bor,vl noas sryuet, wi.tI:
a cml"la.red ne*k uiith tI:lree
thiq:k applieC glass traiis
pinchs$ t*.tbrm tw*: row*,* *f
l*xenge *liape$ *slls, sirmiinr
i* *ne frovn 'ti:* sec*nd n-liip
'*urie1 at $u"lt*n F{*r,

Th* brcnitue bu*k*t ,rvas

nil:m iuchem {B,?,B*m} hig}:-
de*or*.tecl w ith engrar-ed.
hcri:*mtni linee. The rir* w'as
r*pair*d ln antiquity. It wns
i::arle i.:t the ktiddl* East
hetrnr*en tl:e f*urth and sixth
**nturies Af) and is u"nique
in Hur*pr:- It rutay lrmrre
c*ntained the or#x$fiteC ashes
'*f th* principni b'r.miai; ,

Tanie Sirlrinson su$Hs$ted
the gtr&Ye, u,.hi*h'has
parallels with other Anglo-
Saxcn huri.als, was that *f a
l*nal prince rr sub-king,
huried,fi,$CI0, which hed
perhaps hesn robbed in
antiquity, as one w*uirl
ffi.orrnatrIy expect rrcre

T* Fers*nal jeiue}lery.
lVe ca$ gi*.,e l:imru rTfi narae, but lre

wa$ p*esihly frmm the Sewiss* wh*
rule,C the West Sax*ns, flr p*rhape,
hecaus* *f t}:e Kentish *bjeets, #n
*xiled" nohle fr*n: ffielrt" The
#nddes#on place &ffins fi]-ay inffitcmte
th* W*st $axon *ynamty whi*h
ln*lu#*.d many rnen wltl: 'ffuth' ff.ffi a$l
eLennmnt nf their x:f;Irles, su*h an
tutl:ref,, amd f,luthwulfl. Th* ,*tory im

fuil sf' sullBsmi'tt*ns, beceu$e there Hre
nm f'elrl hard fasts, hut the hq:wl gives us
e tailtalisin,A gtrLmpme lnto -{nglo-Saxsn
tlxr*rdshire.

Fut"ther lnformation *an be fr:r*nd
in Tanla IVI Dicki.nsom, Cuc$de.s#on m,rud
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