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LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY
8th NOVEMBER, 2010 AT 7.00 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

11/10/1 

Present:

Councillors Ms. P. Hutchings (Chair), Mr. A. Lees, Mr. E. Roberts and Mr. S. Collins




Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk.



Also in attendance:


Stuart Freeman , T&W Highways manager.



7  members of the public were present.  


Telford and Wrekin Borough Councillor Jacqui Seymour

11/10/2 

Apologies:
Apologies were received from Cllr. Debbie Goodman who was in the USA and her apologies were accepted.  Apologies were also received from T&W Borough Councillor T. Kiernan.


11/10/3

Declarations of Interest:
Cllr. Ed Roberts declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 21 relating to Littleworth Farm.
11/10/4

Highway issues:

a. 40 mph speed limit on all rural roads Cllr. Lees explained that speeding on Wellington Road had been an issue at the last Open Parish Meeting and in the recent parish survey.  He explained that there was some degree of frustration of lack of action to remedy the problem.  He explained that the road was dangerous with steep hills, many bends and a long straight stretch just before the village which led to speeding.  He inquired about introducing a 40 mph speed limit on all local rural roads.

Stuart Freeman stated that T&W had to follow the department of Transport guidelines.  He said that there had been a national proposal to reduce the speed in rural road from 60 mph to 50 mph but any change would have to depend on average traffic speeds.  A lot of signage would be required and this could urbanise the rural areas.
Cllr. Hutchings asked if there was any legal impediment to making changes.  Mr. Freeman stated that T&W had to pursue the Ministry of Transport’s guide, that any change would require a legal order and that the police would raise concerns if they believed that drivers would not keep to speed limit or it could not be enforced.  It was felt that the issue could be raised in relation to T&W Transport Plan.
Cllr. Lees confirmed that residents were supportive of a “gateway structure” combined with rumble strips at the entrance of the village on Wellington Road, and that the majority of residents were not in favour of speed bumps or chicanes.  Mr. freeman agreed that these latter measures did not suit a rural environment, and that it might be possible to pick the issue of speeding up with the Quiet Lane proposals and a gate-way facility.  He suggested that councillors bring forward ideas that they have seen and liked and bring these to the attention of T&W.  He explained that are constraints especially relating to street lighting.  We could look at Wellington Road in isolation and look at a stand alone quick win action and then a broader strategy.  Mr. Freeman stated that extending the 30 mph limit further back towards Wellington depended on specific criteria such as the density of properties on the road and speed enforcement.
b. Speed Indicator Devices (SIDS): The Parish council had agreed to pay for enhanced used of the SIDS.  Cllr. Lees stated that the Parish council wanted to explore the purchase of our own SIDS.  Mr. Freeman reported that research indicated that the SIDS becomes ineffective after a time if they are not part of the original campaign.  He also reported that 25% of T&W SIDS had been stolen or damaged beyond repair.  Outright purchase costs would be approximately £5000, and he asked if LWPC could afford to maintain one as it would have to meet all the costs.

c. Forest Glen: Cllr Lees stated that the mains areas of concern were the need for a mini roundabout at the junction by the entrance to the Wrekin and parking restrictions particularly on the road to Cluddley on the side of the road opposite the present lay-bye.
Mr. Freeman said that T&W would like to develop an access policy for the area as part of the Quiet Lanes Project by bringing all the work together and drawing up an agreed set of proposals.  These could then be prioritised depending on the funding available.

d. Mirror at the junction of Malthouse Bank and Huntington Lane: T&W do not provide mirrors and the PC would have top purchase its own at a cost of about £450 and place it on private land.

e. Horses slipping on new road surfaces: Mr. Freeman explained that new surfaces tended to be slippery for about 3 months until the bitumen on the top had been worn away and the stone comes to the surface.  He stated that T&W had put grit down on Buildwas Lane to speed up this process. Cllr. Lees asked that the Horse Riding groups be advised by T&W of the reasoning behind the remedial action.
f. Kerbing on Coalmoor Road: There were no updates as to why this had not been installed as previously stated.
g. Signage; Mr. Freeman stated that it was unacceptable that the signs had not been turned around to face the correct way and that the problem would be rectified by the end of November.

h. Halt sign at the junction of Dog in the lane with Coalmoor Road:  Mr. Freeman said that he would look at the matter in more detail.

i. Witchwell Lane: residents attending the meeting expressed concern that insensitive parking on the narrow lane restricted the access for emergency vehicles and also blocked the drive up to Pinecroft.

j. Arleston Hill: a resident asked if there could be sign indicating where Arleston Hill was located.

k. Pot Holes: one was reported on Spout Lane and another on Wellington Road on Willowmoor Bank.

11/10/5
Resolve issues under item 11/10/4:

It was resolved that the PC pursues a mechanism to get things done and that there is a clear understanding with Mr. Freeman about how we proceed.  It was resolved that highway issues be revisited at every PC meeting.

11/10/6
Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on 11th October 2010 were confirmed as a correct record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

11/10/7
Members of the public were invited to address the Parish Council on issues and concerns:
a. It was brought to the PC’s attention that the word Ice on the warning sign had been turned around.

b. Cars of people going to the cemetery were blocking access to Pinecroft and the PC’s help was requested to try and prevent this happening.

c. Linda Buckle asked if any matters she had raised regarding affordable housing had been addressed. No answers had been received but the housing is for socially rented property rather than purchase and the survey is only an assessment of the local need.
d. It was asked if we were member of STROWP. It was explained that we could not afford the £5,000 to be a partner. It was the asked if we could consider being associate members but that does not exist.  It was explained that we could consider employing the services of STROWP for a specific RoW project at an agreed cost of STROWP had the human resources.  It was resolved to research the issue and put it on the next agenda.

11/10/8
Standing Orders:

It was resolved to adopt the changes as recommended by the working party and to formally adopt the new standing orders at the December meeting.

11/10/9
The Wrekin Trundle:
a. It was resolved to support the application.

b. It was resolved to vire the £150 from the Wrekin Hub Project to the Wrekin trundle as a set up and research fund.
11/10/10 
New street, village entry and finger post signage:

Cllr. Lees outlined the total cost of such project (£30,000) and the possible sources of income for the project.

It was felt that the new individually designed signage would enhance the appearance of the parish.  It was noted that in the recent parish survey this was not raised as a desire by parishioners.

After some discussion it was resolved to:

a. Explore further entry signs into Little Wenlock and New Works, and

b. Place an article in the Community Newsletter.

11/10/11
Grit Bin:
It was resolved to purchase a grit bin to be placed on Huntington Lane opposite Damson Tree Cottage.
11/10/12
Meeting dates for 2011:

The following dates were approved:
January





Monday 10th 




February




Monday 14th 




March





Monday 14th 




April





Monday 11th

April (Annual Parish Open Meeting)*

Monday 18th 




May (Local Elections)**



Thursday 5th 




May (Annual General Meeting)


Monday 16th 




June





Monday 13th 




July





Monday 11th 




August





No meeting




September




Monday 19th 





October





Monday 10th 




November




Monday 14th 




December




Monday 12th 
11/10/13   Christmas Tree:

It was resolved to buy a Christmas tree for the Village Hall.

11/10/14
Clerk’s report:

a. The Clerk reported on the damage done to the Notice Board at new Works. He reported that he had carried out temporary repairs and had been able to acquire two replacement locks which he would fit.

b. The Clerk updated the PC on the PCC’s bid for funding from £££ for Projects regarding Little Wenlock cemetery.
c. The Clerk stated that the deadline for the next newsletter was 22nd November and requested articles.

11/10/15
Affordable Housing:

T&W had agreed to send out our covering letter and this had been sent along with the overview flow chart. We are now waiting for the 3 page pack.  The draft will come to LWPC before it is sent out and will have the Chairman’s signature on the letter.

11/10/16 
Street lighting: 

a. It was resolved not to replace the light at New Works as it had only required one repair last year.
b. It was resolved to explore the possibility of all street lights being off between midnight and 6.00 am.  Cllr. Lees would write an article for the newsletter.
11/10/17
New Works Planters:

It was resolved to make an application to fund the project from the UK Coal Community Fund.  Cllr. Hutchings would complete the application form and forward it to T&W.
11/10/18
Benchwalks:

a. It was reported that Sharon Pickering has painted preservative on some of the benches.

b. The Clerk reported that Larry Jones had stated that the soft wood was only sap wood and that the other wood on the benches was sound.

c. Councillors continue to express concerns about the life expectancy of the benches but resolved to take no further action.

d. It was resolved to order 1000 Benchwalks leaflets at a cost of £100 from Prestige Print.
11/10/19
Ancient monument:

It was resolved to write a letter to the protestor’s camp pointing out the details of the ancient monument and asking them to respect it.  Cllr. Hutchings would sign and deliver the letter to Elaine Gandy for it to be forwarded to the protestors.
11/10/20
Trees for verges and hedgerows:

It was resolved to look into this further and to find out what species were available.  It was resolved to include it in the December agenda.

11/10/21
Planning Applications:

a. Ref:TWC/2010/0584

Erection of car port at Willowmoor Farm. The Wrekin, Little Wenlock.
It was resolved to make no objections to this application.

b. REF:TWC/2010/0597

Part change of use of existing agricultural building to B1 Light Industrial to accommodate oak framing workshop at Littleworth Farm, Little Wenlock.

Cllr. Roberts who had a prejudicial interest in this application left the room.

It was resolved to make no objections to this application so long as there were no objections from neighbours.

11/10/22
Borough Liaison and information:
T&W Cllr. Seymour outlined the recent restructuring of service heads and the review taking place of all the services.  The government’s spending assessment meant a 26-28% cut for all local authorities which meant an annual cut of 7½% year on year.  
She outlined the mental health review and the closure of Shelton Hospital which meant more community health care and also the consultation taking place on the changes in the two local hospitals.

11/10/23
Reports and updates from Parish Councillors:

a. Cllr. Hutchings gave a report on the Wrekin Forest Partnership which she circulated to members.

It was resolved to write to T&W to support the Quiet Lanes Project.

It was agreed to support the 20 mph advisory speed limit. 

It was resolved to invite George Chancellor to the March 2011 meeting.

b. Cllr. Collins gave a report on the ALC AGM which he circulated to members.

c. Cllr Lees updated the PC on recent developments at Huntington lane Surface mine.
11/10/24
2011/2012 Budget:

a. The Clerk presented the PC with preliminary budget figures based on the 2010/2011 expenditure so far and projected expenditure to 31st March 2011.

It was resolved to hold a budget setting working party meeting at a date and venue to be decided.

b. No projects were put forward for expenditure in 2011/2012.

11/10/25
Finance:

a. The following statement of accounts was submitted by the Clerk: Balance on the Community Account on 2ND November was £7498.08 with all cheques cleared.  The balance on the Business Reserve Account is £ 5,784.04.
b. The following payments were approved:

Sharon Pickering

Benchwalks repairs


£17.93

George Chancellor

Printing the Newsletter


£11.75

K. Smith Contracting 
Service Cutting & strimming grass
£540.00

J.F. Marcham

Clerk’s Salary



£191.82

HMCR


PAYE




£47.96
Madeley Print shop

Web site



£44.24

c. It was resolved that Cllr. Collins would carry out the quarterly and half yearly audit of accounts.

11/10/26    Winter gritting:

a. It was resolved that the quotation received from K. Smith Contracting Services be accepted.

b. It was resolved that the contractor should be called out to grit when heavy snow has been forecast.
c. It was resolved that Cllrs. Lees and Roberts, along with the Clerk, decide when to call out the contractor, the Clerk to co-ordinate the process.

11/10/27  Date of the next meeting:

       The date of the next meeting is Monday 13th December at 7.30 pm.


1 | Page

