


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 6th June 2024 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr M Eley, Cllr J Mear, Cllr G Paton, T Grimes (Clerk) and CCllr B Laughton.

1. To consider any apologies for absence
SP gave apologies which were accepted.
DCllr SM also gave apologies. 

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages. 

3. To accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 7th May 2024 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. To check the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 7th May 2024
The minutes were checked and agreed to be accurate.

5. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
There were no members of the public present. 
A number of people have mentioned the grass obscuring the pavement outside Park Farm. CCllr BL suggested asking Highways to check whether there is any public pavement across the front of the cobbles.
The poles and rope on a verge were mentioned because of what happened when someone tripped on stones on the verge. It was felt this wasn’t a Parish Council matter but that if anyone saw the resident they could be warned of the rules around Highways verges.
CCllr BL was asked whether there is any quality control with pothole repairs. He explained that Sutton repairs took place during a test period for using hotboxing – whereby squares are cut out before filling takes place. It proved successful with repairs lasting longer. However, there were so many potholes funds ran out and they had to revert to throwing tarmac in to holes to remove immediate danger. Highways are now using hotboxing again so the quality should improve long term.
LH mentioned narrowing pavements on the way to Sutton due to hedges getting thicker.

6. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
a. D-Day Activities
LH reported on a very successful commemorative afternoon and congratulated those involved in making it happen. £94.07 was raised for charity and a good time was had by all. 
It was noted that a number of other events will follow in other parishes:
6th June Sutton and Weston will be lighting beacons and 9th June Norwell have an event. It was thought Muskham event had already taken place.

The clerk reported having ordered and received £150 (ex VAT) of litter picking equipment as approved at the last meeting and that payment for £181.24 had been set up for approval. LH and GH reported having approved the payment online. The equipment was shown in the meeting and includes pickers, rings and vests.

7. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
CCllr BL reported that Young People’s Services had an Ofsted inspection recently and the report back was very positive.
It was also noted that there are caravans on Weston cricket club, but that NSDC are aware of this.

8. To receive feedback from meetings/training attended
No meetings have taken place but GP asked about the SNG meeting as he had made contact about attending and had not had a response. The clerk confirmed that he was on the circulation list and should receive information nearer the date.
It was noted that there was a police vehicle in the village and there were questions as to why but no-one knew. It was suggested that GP raise the point of communication at the next SNG meeting.

9. To consider matters related to flooding 
LH reported having attended a meeting re flooding at Sutton sports club. They were giving away fat traps and several were placed in the village hall for anyone to take. LH spoke to the people from Severn Trent about the reference numbers the council had collected showing the number of reports and she was asked to send them to a specific representative. She also asked about the pump capacity and the likelihood of a new facility to improve capacity on the system but there was little to no chance of that.  There was information about people preventing flooding themselves with one way valves, air brick covers, etc. It was suggested that every person needed to report every issue and GH asked if this could be included in the guide that the flood wardens were putting together. LH also spoke to the Environment Agency who said they don’t desilt anymore and gave their reasons.
The clerk reported that the Environment Agency had responded to the enquiry giving a detailed explanation for why they no longer dredge the river, suggesting it does more harm than good and that it does not improve the water flow.

10. To receive updates relating to Great North Road Solar Farm
a. Joint Parishes Action Group 
LH reported having been to two meetings of the group. She raised concern about the term ‘Action’ group which suggested they had already decided they were against. The response was that ‘Action’ is any activity in favour – ie engaging with the developers, as well as against, ie looking into potential issues, so it would remain. All the parishes are being asked to donate towards paying for specialist investigations and support – it will be calculated on a precept basis with larger councils paying more. LH asked whether the council would be happy to commit funds but it was felt that without knowing what costs were involved and whether everyone would take part, no decision could be made; in principle it looked like a good idea and it was hoped all would take part. There were 18 people representing the councils of the parishes affected so it was felt that was too many to be efficient and effective so instead there would be reps from 6 areas who would meet, although as yet this doesn’t seem to have happened. The main points of discussion were:
· The group are encouraging engagement with the developers throughout the consultation stage to get changes made before the final plan is submitted. 
· The group are also maintaining links with NASSAG – the Newark and Sherwood Solar Action Group – set up to oppose the solar farm. This is to ensure that the two groups don’t duplicate each other’s actions and waste funds, eg engaging the same investigations.
· Suffolk Association of Local Councils have produced a guide which would be useful in explaining the planning process and devising a response to the application when it comes in. The clerk was asked to circulate it.
· The group pointed out that there needs to be a question raised about CIL money because nothing had appeared as a result of the wind turbines. 
· They also noted that Ministerial statement on solar farms was released late May, however having then made the election announcement this may come to nothing as the Government may change before the application appears.
· There was some concern that Notts CC seem to keep changing their stance on the impact on flooding. They are consistent on one message - saying there will have to be mitigating factors and that there would need to be a planning condition enforcing further action if mitigation proved ineffective. 
· NASSAG had noted that £1m per year was low for NG+ funding compared to what other solar farms were offering – and they were all smaller farms.
b. Visit to working solar farm
The clerk reported that appointments had been made for those who expressed an interest. The clerk had also put the information on the website and noticeboard in case any members of the public were interested. ME asked to be included on the Friday visit.
c. To consider ideas for NG+ funding
GH reported having met Ryan Hodson from NG+ funding and another person from Elements Green re the disconnection of the telephone kiosk and although there is £25k funding available this year, they didn’t seem interested, making suggestions like remove the bulb. They really wanted to talk flooding. It was felt that it wasn’t worth making an application.

11. To consider ways to spend the remaining CIL money 
The clerk reported that although NSDC had confirmed planters would be acceptable spend, Notts CC had responded to say that there must be a 2m clearance in all directions and that anything other than a 30mph speed limit would mean that there had to be a traffic management plan submitted for any maintenance work.
The clerk went on to report that NSDC confirmed they would not impose the spend deadline, allowing longer to find a project. They also suggested support for village halls was a popular use of CIL money.
LH suggested a mini marquee. The big marquee is useful for street parties but often a smaller one is needed for food. The clerk was asked to find some styles and get prices for the next meeting.


12. To review the monitoring of the litter bin at the South end of the village
Councillors reported having made numerous visits and finding no evidence of vermin or fly tipping and no-one had been parking in the area, and that the bin was clearly being used. It was agreed that monitoring would be ongoing.

13. To review council policies and determine a programme of updating where necessary
a. Financial Regs
The clerk reported having attended a Notts ALC meeting for advice on modifying the new Financial Regs. The proposed changes had been circulated for consideration with a number of matters to be decided by councillors. LH went through the points and councillors agreed what to include.

RESOLVED: To adopt the new Regulations
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

b. Standing orders
The clerk advised that there were no apparent modifications required and asked if councillors were happy with the present orders. 

RESOLVED: Current Standing Orders be kept until changes became necessary.
(proposed MM, seconded GH, carried unanimously)

14. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
This was circulated before the meeting so it was checked by the chair and signed.
b. To amend the bank mandate
The clerk noted that the resignation of MH meant that he must be removed. Following the discussions around Financial Regulations it was felt a 4th councillor be added to replace MH and also that one signatory be given authority to make payments in case of emergency. 

RESOLVED: To remove MH from the bank mandate. To add GP to the mandate. To change the authority so that LH can make payments.
(proposed MM, seconded JM carried unanimously)

c. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages – usual amount plus overtime
The clerk reported having worked 28hrs 53mins. The 8 hrs 53 mins overtime was approved to complete the year end work and annual meetings.

RESOLVED: To make the above payments.
(proposed LH, seconded ME, carried unanimously, MM did not participate)

ii. Village Hall – June hire – 2hrs - £10
iii. Audit - £24.96

RESOLVED: To make the above payments.
(proposed LH, seconded ME, carried unanimously)

15. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
It was agreed that the clerk’s hours would be reviewed on the next agenda.

16. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be 2nd July 2024 at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 21:30
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