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West Meon Parish Council Parish 
Council Mee2ng Minutes of 

8th April @ 6.30pm 
West Meon Village Hall 

 
 

  
Present: Cllr H Davies (Chair), Cllr Burke, Cllr S Fowler, Cllr S Hickmore, Cllr T Main, Cllr G Silk, Cllr 

A GriAith   
 

In Attendance: Cllr J Pett (WCC), Cllr N Bolton (WCC), Cllr M Wallace (HCC), B Gibson-Ost Parish Clerk. 
No members of public were present 

 
  Meeting started:    6.31 pm.  
 

Item No.   Item   Decision   

2604-1 Apologies for Absence No apologies were received. 

2604-2 Chair’s Remarks The Chair reported that resignations had been received from Cllr R Gedye and 
Cllr J Humphreys. The Chair had thanked them for all their hard work and 
accepted the resignations.   The Chair will review duties and assess any gaps. 

An update was received regarding the South Downs National Park CIL 
application. The Chair thanked Cllr Bolton and the Clerk for their assistance.  An 
update on the application from SDNP is expected around July. 

2604-3 Disclosable pecuniary 
interests  

Cllr Hickmore declared an interest in relation to HD Homescapes. 

2604-4-1 To Suspend Standing 
Orders  

Standing Orders were suspended. No members of the public were present. 

2604-4-2 To Resume Standing 
Orders  

Members RESOLVED to resume Standing orders  

2604-5-1 Report from outside 
bodies: District Council 

The circulated District Council report was noted. 
 
An update was received including information on the agreed new unitary model.  
It was noted that possible eAiciencies may be gained, but there are also 
concerns about the dilution of democratic responsibilities arising from the size 
of the new unitaries.   
 
Cllr Bolton (on behalf of District and County) asked that gratitude be recorded to 
Robin and Jacqui for their dedication, support and service to the local 
community, and for their valued work with the Parish Council.  The Chair agreed 
to pass on their comments. 

2604-5-2 Report from outside 
bodies: County Council  

The circulated County Council report was noted. 
 
Members noted the following updates: 

• Hampshire Highways: the way Hampshire Highways advises residents 
of roadworks has changed.  In the future Hampshire Highways will 
target those most aAected via postcards delivered to the door, directing 
them to the HH website for details. 
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• New Recycling Centre: work has begun and is due to be completed in 
2028. 

• My Home: members noted the update regarding ‘My Home’ energy 
advice particularly considering rising energy costs.  Members agreed to 
raise awareness, at the Annual Parish Meeting and other media forms 
(social media/website). 

2604-6 Minutes of previous 
meeting 

RESOLVED: to approve Minutes of the Meeting, held on 3rd March 2026 as a true 
and accurate record and duly signed by the Chair. 
  

2604-7 Clerk’s Report The Clerk’s report was received and noted. 

• The Clerk reported that Winchester City Council Electoral Services had 
been advised of the resignations and that notices of vacancies would 
be placed on the noticeboard/social media.   

• The Council considered the Clerk’s overtime request.  Resolved: To 
approve 7 hours’ overtime for the Clerk. 

• The Council considered training dates for Cllr Griffith. Resolved: To 
approve training for Cllr Griffith, with the Clerk to arrange attendance. 

• In relation to the bus shelter (High Street), damage to the seating was 
noted and Cllr Hickmore agreed to inspect it. 

• The Meonwara lease had been extended to 10 years, with all other 
terms remaining unchanged.  Resolved: To continue with the lease 
extension on the same terms. 

• It was noted that Cllr Fowler had been added to Unity Bank and that Cllr 
Gedye should now be removed.  Clerk to contact Unity Bank. 

• The improved condition of the play area and surface spot treatment 
was noted. 

• The Clerk was asked to investigate the legal position regarding direct 
access to the car park and the issue of commercial vehicles staying 
overnight.  

2604-8-1 Bank Balances The balances on the current and deposit accounts as of 31st March 2026, 
reconciled and verified by Cllr Davies (see Appendix A) 

1. Current account:   £8,304.07 
2. Deposit account:   £95,135.72 

Members noted that a transfer by the Clerk will be made to top-up the 
current account. 

2604-8-2 Year End Forecast The year end forecast was noted, including a closing balance of £103,439.79, 
total receipts of £40,533.69, and total payments of £49,082.02. Members noted 
that some projects had not progressed or had been delayed, resulting in lower 
expenditure than expected. The updated asset register value for the flint wall 
and railings was also noted. 

2604-8-3 
 

Receipts and Payments The receipts and payments to 31 March 2026, as set out in Appendix B, were 
noted. 
 

2604-8-4 
 

Tree Assist Payment It was noted that the Tree Assist invoice, planned for March payments, would be 
processed in May due to the timing of the works (April 2026). 
 

2604-8-5 Payments April 2026 RESOLVED:  To approve the schedule of payments for April 2026, including 
the Winchester City Council invoice of £130 for Q4 dog bin emptying, 
received aCer the agenda was published.   
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  AMOUNT PAYMENT 

PAYEE DESCRIPTION NET VAT GROSS METHOD 

Unity Bank charge £6.00 £0.00 £7.00 DD 

Clerk Clerk’s Salary £956.87 £0.00 £956.87 FP 

Nest Pension £47.52 £0.00 £47.52 DD 

CB Reid Payroll  £30.00 £6.00 £36.00 FP 

Hugo Fox Ltd Website £9.99 £2.00 £11.99 DD 

Clerk Stationery replenishment £16.98 £0.00 £16.98 FP 

WM Village Hall Hall Hire £25.00 £0.00 £25.00 FP 

HMRC PAYE Quarter 4 £983.28 £0.00 £983.28 DD 

WM Village Hall Hall Hire: Biodiversity Meeting £48.00 £0.00 £48.00 FP 

WM Village Hall Hall Hire: Annual Parish Meeting £68.00 £0.00 £68.00 FP 

Infinity 
Playgrounds 

Playground Maintenance £1615.65 £323.13 £1938.78 FP 

Winchester CC Dog Bin Emptying Q4 £130.00 £0.00 £130.00 FP 

 
2604-8-6 

 
Clerks Expenses 
 

 
The reimbursement of the Clerk’s stationery expenses, included within the 
scheduled payments, was considered and approved and signed by the Chair.   

2604-8-7 Annual Parish Meeting The Council reviewed the agreed budget for the Annual Parish Meeting. 
Resolved: To increase the total budget for the Annual Parish Meeting 
to £250.00, due to expected increase in numbers and the increase in hiring the 
venue. 
 

2604-8-8 Reserves The transfer of the Hydrology Reserves (2025) was considered. 
Resolved: That the transfer of the Hydrology Reserves (2025) be noted and that 
the remaining balance of £7,819.37 be returned to General Funds. 
 

2604-9 Planning Applications 
Considered 

• SDNP/26/00618/HOUS – Brocklands Cottage, Warnford Road, West 
Meon, Hampshire GU32 1JN.  Resolved: No objection. 

• SDNP/26/00622/FUL – Brocklands Cottage, Warnford Road, West 
Meon, Hampshire GU32 1JN. Resolved: To object to the application, 
with one abstention. 
Objection was raised on the grounds that the proposal is contrary to 
Policies SD1, SD4, SD5 and SD25 of the South Downs Local Plan. Full 
reasons are set out in Appendix C. 

• SDNP/26/01277/TPO – (Holm Oak) Street Record, Cross Street, West 
Meon, Hampshire. 
As applicant, West Meon Parish Council declared an interest in this 
application and therefore the comment was ‘no comment’. 

 
2604-9-2 Decisions Made Noted. 

2604-9-3 Appeals None. 
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2604-9-4 Enforcement Cases Noted that no enforcement cases have been received from Winchester City 
Council. 

2604-10 

 

Landownership and 
Lease Arrangements 

The Council considered the legal advice received from Hampshire Legal 
Services regarding land ownership, lease arrangements, and the proposed 
transfer of the Village Hall to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation. 
 
The advice was noted and the next steps were discussed. 
Resolved: 
a) To proceed with the next steps as outlined; 
b) To appoint a surveyor; 
c) To open discussions with the Village Hall Committee; and 
d) To delegate authority to the Clerk, in consultation with the Chair, to progress 
the initial actions. 
 

2604-11 Woodlands Entrance 
Signs  

It was noted that no emails had been received by the Clerk objecting to the third 
location for the entrance sign. 
Resolved: To proceed with the installation of the third entrance sign.  The Clerk 
was authorised to instruct J K Engineering. 
 

2604-12 Open Spaces – 
Meonwara Fencing 

The Council considered quotations received for remedial fencing works and 
noted that the three contactors contacted, advised repair as opposed to 
replacing the fencing.   

Resolved: The Clerk to appoint Dean Tutt to undertake the fencing works, 
with the cost (£1155.00) to be met from the Grounds Maintenance budget. 

 
2604-13 Open Spaces – Grounds 

Maintenance Contract 
• The Council considered quotations for grounds maintenance works, 

covering pitch maintenance and hedgerows, and the proposed 
three-year contract.  Resolved: To appoint Mac Edwards for the 
Recreation Ground Maintenance contract. 

• Resolved that the children’s play area benches, footpaths and 
access areas be strimmed where required.  The Clerk was 
authorised to contact W Hillier to schedule the work. 

• Biodiversity team agreed to prepare a map of the protected reserve 
area and document a revised maintenance plan, together with a list 
of questions for W Hillier, and share with the Clerk.  

• Cllr Hickmore to advise the Clerk regarding Pollinator Pledge signs.  

2604-14 Open Spaces – Tree 
Felling 

The scheduled works between 13th -17th April 2026, and the expected road 
closure on the 13th – 14th April, were noted. 

Resolved: That the access arrangements and communication with 
residents be publicised on We Are West Meon.  Clerk to action. 

2604-15 Play Equipment The Council considered retrospective approval for the inclusion of a 
basketball hoop and fixings within the agreed scope of works by Infinity 
Playgrounds. 

Resolved: To retrospectively approve the inclusion of the basketball hoop 
and fixings within the agreed scope of works.  

2604-16 Annual Parish Meeting • It was noted that the Annual Parish Meeting on 22 April 2026 had 
been confirmed with the Village Hall and West Meon & Warnford 
Sports Club, and that the agenda would be published by 13 April. 
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• The Council confirmed that expected attendance for the St John 
Ambulance demonstration would be 50 residents or fewer.  Clerk to 
advise St Johns Ambulance. 

• The Council considered a donation to St John Ambulance.  
Resolved: To approve a donation of £100, under section 137 of the 
Local Government Act 1972, in recognition of their voluntary 
support to the parish.  

• Member responsibilities for event co-ordination and participation 
were agreed. Cllr Fowler would organise the event and community 
businesses, publicity would be placed on We Are West Meon, and 
the Clerk would print off the required materials.  

2604-17 Parish Council Hub An update was received from Cllr Fowler and Cllr Hickmore. It was noted 
that a resident had raised the matter of ‘village style’ entrance sign gates. 
The Clerk was asked to investigate any previous consideration of this matter 
by former council members, together with any available evidence of speed 
reduction, and to place the matter on the May agenda.  

2604-18 Road Safety Summit An update was received from Cllr Main regarding the Road Safety Summit. 
Members noted the evidence that average speed cameras were working, 
was a reduction in death and serious injury incidents.   

Possible grant funding from Donna Jones for speed indication devices was 
noted. Noted that only a limited number of suitable locations are likely to 
exist within the village.  

Cllr Main to complete the form in draft detailing suggested locations and 
costs and to circulate to all members before the meeting in May.  Clerk to 
add agenda item, where the proposal is to review and agree whether to 
proceed.   

2604-19 Neighbourhood Plan – 
Response to South 
Downs National Park 
Authority 

Members considered their response to the South Downs National Park 
Authority regarding whether to progress a Village Design Statement or a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

• Resolved not to pursue the Village Design Statement, noting that 
the second statutory public consultation had not taken place.  
Members noted the outstanding point as to whether the original 
design statement related to the village only or the whole parish.  In 
addition, SDNP would be unable to undertake public consultation 
during the pre-election period leaving insufficient time for 
registration by the 30th June 2026.  The Clerk was asked to update 
SDNP accordingly. 

• Members noted that the Neighbourhood or Parish Priorities 
Statement would carry limited weight in supporting progression of a 
Design Statement. 

• The Clerk was asked to check whether Winchester City Council is 
involved in any neighbourhood plan process. 

2604-20 Future Meetings It was noted that the next meeting of the Parish Council would take place 
at 6.30pm on 5 May 2026 at West Meon Village Hall (Annual Meeting of 
West Meon Parish Council). 

   
The meeting closed at 9.21 pm   
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Signed:      Name:  
  
(Chair of meeting approving minutes)  
   
Dated:  
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Appendix A: Reconciled Bank Accounts to 31st March 2026 

 

Appendix B: Payments and Receipts to 31st March 2026 
 

  AMOUNT PAYMENT 

PAYEE DESCRIPTION NET VAT GROSS METHOD 

Unity Bank charge(1) £7.00 £0.00 £7.00 DD 

Clerk Clerk’s Salary £827.79 £0.00 £827.79 FP 

Nest Pension £34.51 £0.00 £34.51 DD 

CB Reid Payroll  £30.00 £6.00 £36.00 FP 

Hugo Fox Ltd Website £9.99 £2.00 £11.99 DD 
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SLCC Membership renewal £158.00 £0.00 £158.00 FP 

WM Village 
Hall 

Hall Hire £25.00 £0.00 £25.00 FP 

Clerk Expenses for Defibrillator 
replacement batteries 

£33.49 £0.00 £33.49 FP 

Winchester 
City Council 

Dog Bin Emptying £130.00 £0.00 £130.00 FP 

 
(1) Bank Charges: increased from £6.00 to £7.00 

 

Appendix C:  SDNP/26/00622/FUL 
 

West Meon Parish Council – Comment 

West Meon Parish Council has considered this application and, while recognising the applicant’s intentions, objects to 
the proposal on policy grounds. 

The site lies outside the defined settlement boundary and is therefore within the open countryside. Under Policy SD25 
(Development Strategy), development in such locations is only permitted where it demonstrably requires a countryside 
location or meets specific exceptions. The proposal introduces a new, substantial building that is not justified as 
essential to a countryside use, is not the reuse of an existing building, and does not meet any identified exception. It is 
therefore contrary to SD25 in principle. 

The site is within the South Downs National Park, where Policy SD1 requires that development conserves and 
enhances landscape character and the natural beauty of the National Park. The proposal would introduce additional 
built form into an undeveloped rural setting and would not conserve or enhance these qualities, conflicting with SD1 
and the NPPF requirement to give great weight to landscape conservation. 

In terms of landscape and design, Policy SD4 (Landscape Character) requires development to avoid adverse impacts 
on the landscape and to respect the local character of the area. The site forms part of the transition from the village to 
open countryside along the A32, and the proposal would extend built form into this setting, eroding that transition. 
Similarly, Policy SD5 (Design) requires development to respond positively to local character and context; in this case, 
the location of the building, rather than its detailed design, results in a form of development that is not appropriate to its 
rural context. 

The Parish Council is also concerned that the proposal would lead to incremental suburbanisation, including 
expansion of domestic curtilage and activity into the countryside, which conflicts with the objectives of SD25 and SD4. 

For these reasons, the Parish Council considers the proposal to be contrary to Policies SD1, SD4, SD5 and SD25 of the 
South Downs Local Plan, and objects to the application. 
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