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Int
ere
sts 

Present  
 
 

 
18.05 

Cllr A Sharp 
Cllr M Ridley 

Cllr J Clark 

Cllr M Hodgson 
Cllr J Hunter 

Cllr M Forrest 
Cllr C Banks 

 
Clerk – Susan Saunders 

 
1 member of public 

 139/22 Apologies for absence, Cllr G Ridley, Cllr I Stott, Cllr T Christie, Cllr J Elliott,  
Cllr C Moore, Cllr I Hutchinson. 
To grant a six month dispensation for Cllr G Ridley. Members agreed to grant the 
dispensation. 
PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp              SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                              AGREED                                                                    
To agree that meetings are to be recorded. 
Cllr Forrest suggested that the meetings should be recorded to enable better minutes. The 
clerk reported that the council were advised in their training session a few years ago that 
the recordings can be requested by members of the public and as a result, should be 
deleted as soon as possible. Should any members like to listen to the recording, the file is 
too large to email and so they would need it on a device. 
Members are given an opportunity to look at the draft minutes before the meeting and any 
amendments can be proposed at the following meeting for council to approve. It was 
therefore agreed that the recording would only be kept until after the draft minutes have 
been circulated. 
PROPOSED Cllr   M Forrest              SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                              AGREED                                                                    

 140/22 Neighbourhood Plan 
Sarah Brannigan, from Northumberland County Council, attended to brief the council on 
what a Neighbourhood plan is and advice on the procedure. 
The plan was introduced through the Localism Act in 2011 in an attempt to enable local 
communities to create a distinctive plan for their area. It has to work hand in hand with 
Northumberland’s Local Plan but, if approved, planning applications must then be made in 
accordance with the policies set out in the neighbourhood plan. 
The following steps need to be taken: 

1. The council would have to agree to adopt a neighbourhood plan. 
2. Local community groups would be consulted and invited to join a steering group. 
3. The plan can be designated in the first instance to see if there is any interest and 

grant funding can be applied for. 
4. It is advised to have someone to lead the group and potentially hire a consultant. 
5. Once a plan has been formulated, a referendum has to be taken in the locality.  
6. If the referendum shows an appetite for the plan, it then has to be examined by an 

independent body. 
Members agreed to contact interested groups and to make a final decision at the next 
meeting. 
PROPOSED Cllr   A Sharp              SECONDED Cllr J Clark                              AGREED                                                                    

 141/22 Public Questions – there were no questions.                                                                    
 142/22 Declarations of Interest  

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each 
agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an 
interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes.   

 143/22 Minutes of the meeting for approval held on:                                                        
Monday 6th June 2022  
There was a spelling mistake in 124/22 and an incorrect word in 133/22 (not instead of 
now). Members agreed the changes and approved the minutes.                                                                                
PROPOSED Cllr   M Ridley                SECONDED Cllr M Forrest                              AGREED                                                                    

 144/22 Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current 
agenda  
Land at the Tyne – a meeting took place with Iain Hedley from Northumberland County and 
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advised the council to complete an asset transfer application. If the application is approved, 
a formal proposal as to whether the council would like to complete will be approved at a 
future meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

145/22 Grounds Meeting 
145/22.01 Grounds Report 27th June 2022 
The report was discussed. 
1. Comb Hill.  

The fence adjoining the neighbouring property was recently repaired but someone has 

climbed over it and brought it down again. Wire is to be threaded through to make it 

more rigid and then it will be monitored. 

Stephen Ferguson has completed the work on the paths. 

2. Coronation Park –Jubilee seat and new signage positions. 

There is a flagged area opposite the current seat where the Jubilee seat can be 

positioned. The seat and plaque are ready to be fitted. 

A replacement sign has been ordered from Top signs and confirmation has been made 

by Armstrong’s that it can be positioned on the wall at the edge of the cobble path 

going towards Coronation Park.  

3. Rospa Report to discuss. 

There are no urgent items and the cemetery staff will be instructed to carry out the 

items highlighted on the list as appropriate  

4. Other matters 

• Electric charging points reply additional charges are being considered by NCC. The 
ones on the main street are still off-line. 

• Litter bin in front of hospital – it has been checked. 
• The clerk will ask NCC when the weed spraying will be undertaken and to contact 

Karbon Homes about the cuts that are in need of weeding. 
• A review of time taken to undertake the play inspections has been suggested to 

ensure correct pricing. 
• Burn Steps – Duncan Lovatt from NCC has responded to say an engineer has been 

asked for a breakdown of the requirements for repainting the footbridge. Duncan will 
update as soon as he has some information. They will clear the encroaching 
vegetation and remove the soil on the bottom step and firm up the bottom handrail 
post. 
The tree that has fallen is on unregistered land and so Duncan offered to remove it 
when they are working there. 

Members agreed to respond and ask if they would move the tree and to say they would still 
like the bridge painted. 
 

• Members reported that contractors have been in the area doing, what looks like 
weeding, on some of the streets in the west end. The clerk was asked to contact 
NCC to ask what they are doing. 
 

• There is a blocked drain on the back of Dale Street which is needed jetted, the clerk 
will mention this along with asking when the town weeding is to take place. 

 
• The Chamber of Trade had asked about a services sign on The Military Road at the 

Comb Hill junction. The response from NCC was that as there is existing signage at 
Fell End and Shield Hill it would not be deemed necessary and scheduled 
monument consent (Hadrian’s Wall) is likely to be refused as an extra sign would 
be superfluous and have an unacceptable impact on the monument. 
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Members asked that the clerk respond to say they still would like the sign and to also check 
how the 20mph survey is progressing. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                                  SECONDED Cllr M Forrest            AGREED     

• Seats from Berry – the area in Comb Hill is ready for the seats. The council will 
organise the fitting and Berry will donate the cost. The clerk was asked if Berry 
would organise the seat fitting at Newholme themselves. 

 146/22 Northumberland County Council -No report. 
 147/22 Police in Haltwhistle 

The clerk asked the Chief Constable for a meeting but, he has asked that Chief 
Superintendent Mark Hall, commander for Northern, attend. He will be in touch to sort out 
dates. 
Members were not pleased and agreed to contact Guy Opperman MP to ask for his help. 
Both Cllr Forrest and the clerk will action. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

148/22 
 

Planning Applications – no plans to consider. 

Other Planning Matters 
21/04532 Change of use from retail to residential – Vallum House, Westgate – GRANTED 
22/00571 Conversion of garage to snug – 2 Gibson Close - GRANTED 
21/02741 extension to side and rear of 8 Meadow View -GRANTED 

JC 149/22 Climate Change 
1. TVCRP 

With respect to the building, we are submitting an application to NCC's Climate Change Fund to replace all the 
lighting in the building with led fittings and lights. 

2. Haltwhistle Partnership 

Applied for funding from NCC’s Climate Change Fund to replace all the light fittings in our properties with 
LED ones. 
3. Haltwhistle Film Project 

Haltwhistle Film Project is applying to the NCC Climate Change Fund.  It's a requirement of the fund 
that we let our local Town Council know about the bid so that, in the words of the Guidelines: 
"...TPCs are made aware of the interests and climate action going on in their community. We hope this 
will encourage communication between groups and councils to create a more cohesive place-based 
approach to climate action." 
 
The work will take the form of film and animation workshops in Primary schools, and with groups 
(adults and young people) with learning disabilities, educating participants in the basic mechanisms of 
climate change, and what steps can be taken locally to ameliorate it.  We have a long history of 
environmental and climate change work with many schools and local and national agencies (National 
Park, Cumbria Wildlife Trust, Sill National Landscape Centre, RSPB and others) and feel this important 
work needs to have a greater profile locally.  We continue to have an excellent response to our plastic 
bottle recycling scheme run with South Tyne Sustainability. 

Members noted the above activities. 
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                                SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson            AGREED                                  
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150/22 Reports on Financial Matters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It 

was agreed to give the clerk authority to pay Stephen Ferguson for the work on the Comb 
Hill once the invoice is received. The grant to The Leisure Centre had been missed off the 
list and it was agreed to include that too. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                                  SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                      AGREED                                  

The payments of £16273.49 were approved. 
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                                 SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                   AGREED                                  

150/22.04 Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure as at 31st May 2022. - Noted 

                            

150/22.05 Other Financial Matters 
Grant Request – Age (UK) Northumberland 
It was agreed to grant £200 
PROPOSED Cllr J Clark                                 SECONDED Cllr A Sharp                          AGREED                                  

 151/22 Correspondence received since last Council meeting 
The clerk has received emails from concerned residents at Hadrian’s Rise. One resident has 
asked if the hedge cutting around the play area could be undertaken twice yearly and not 
with a tractor. Members agreed to discuss at the next grounds meeting but, were happy 
with the suggestion. 
Other residents were concerned about children playing on the road, portable nets being left 
in the play area and ball games in general. The clerk has emailed Rospa to ask about the 
suitability about ball games. Members agreed to ask NCC about a sign to say ‘Slow 
Children’ as there are more delivery vans on the roads who won’t know the area. It was 
also agreed that the same situation occurs at Westlands so the clerk will ask about a sign 
there too. 
There has been an increase in dog muck in this area and the residents were advised to 
report this directly to the dog warden at NCC. If an official complaint is received by them it 
is dealt with quicker than a generic complaint by the council. 
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A complaint has been made about dogs off the lead in the hospital grounds. Members 
asked if a bye law could be introduced to keep dogs on leads. The clerk will find out. 

 152/22 Employment Issues 
Resolution to Exclude Press and Public 

To consider a resolution to exclude the public and accredited representatives of newspapers from the following item 
relevant to a subject which affects the Council’s area. 

 
Resolution 
“That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the 
public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.” 
 
This resolution is moved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local 
Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the meeting for the 
following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of 
Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item. 

PROPOSED Cllr M Forrest                                SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                     AGREED 

The recording device was switched off and a confidential minute was taken.                                 
 153/22 

 
Dates and times of next meetings 
Town Council Meeting – Monday 1st August 2022 – 6.30 –Haltwhistle Library. 
Monday 11th July – meeting with Phil Soderquest re housing issues – 2.45pm HTC office.  
Grounds Meeting – Monday 25th July 2022 – 10.00 HTC office. 
The meeting closed at 9.00pm. 

 


