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i ik Collection Takes place on the first Sunday of the
04 John A&Q month, alternating with Meeting for
Jan-Feb QCEA Business. Next Lunch: the 4th February
11 Janie (Quaker Council for 24 everyone is welcome,
European Affairs) . .
18 Paul Meeting for Business for
au Mar- April EAPPT Worship
25 Val {EEIJFL'IEnil;;:II Accam-
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May-June Christion Study group

03 Patricia A&Q A Friendly Bible study
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24 Simon .
Faringdon Peace group
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Area Meeting
Prayer for Peace { lirst Meeting was attended by 12 persons with pro-
https:// Foundd miamist ey W all say we want peace, bt most of ws feel precey elpless in bring-

osamaguakers.org.uk

ing this shawt, Faringdon Quakers invite vou b join them and pray for peses o thie List
Area MEEﬁHQ‘ Saturday morning of cach menth, wntil Easter, Ohur Coffee Rosom will e open from 18am-
LT moon - amd we serve a very goasd eup ol colfee! - then Between 10.30-11300m we invite

Sat 9th March Bur- sond into Ve sain Meeting Honse for a quict time of praver and contemplation. This i for

f:ﬂ r-d |||1!||l|' of @l Enit E|1- wial moane, “Ilriill_l: IIIil- Liimie, WNIE RIS ..||!||| B 1= YOI W i.l-||.. =il l[llll.ll

feel vou Binve to sit in silence for an bor! Jﬂln}' Braii hawmite 013067 2400240




Book review by Janie Cottis F”';"gd““h?::::‘“;

AQuaker Couple in Nazi Germany (1994} Brenda Bailey. Among the
books given recently to the Meeting's library by Michael Gyngell is
I;rl'll[ll‘l IEIIEII"_‘I..:" account llr lIH' H\'l'."' l}r IH'.I." I!Ell"l'lil.‘h ."!llilr_"n'. ':l“ll ].l"l}”'
I]El]"ll |‘1ril'{|ri1'h. ‘I."!"-I]'l"{'i-';l.“:q' lillriﬂg “-urhl “:‘ILIHI' II '“'hl’ll I.I'IIIIII:';IFII Wil
interred in Buchenwald concentration camp from 1942 but Mary.
whose marriage had conferred German nationality on her, remained
in Bad Pyrmont in Saxony, where they had been wardens of the
Ulmkrr .1"|-|l'1'[in;_r' House. Brenda had been sent home to Sideot '-"hl.':ll-.l'r
School and she did not see her parents until after the war, by which
time she had served in the Friends Ambulanee Unit and had married
Svdnev Bailey. The book is based mainly on Mary's diaries and let-
ters, and on Leonhard’s account of his Buchenwald experience, pub-
lished in Der Quaker in 1975,

Mary met Leonhard when working in Germany while working with
Friends' War Vietims' Reliel. They married in 1922.and subsequently
founded Nuremberg Quaker Meeting, which was well established by
1931 when Friends discovered an old Meeting House and burial
;_fl'ﬂl]]'ll_l In ]iEl.l_i I}:'n.'l'll'l.lllll, H{lutll -Ilr Iiilllﬂ\'l"r_ \\'Ilii'!l Wil= llrigillﬂ“}
built in 1800 but had fallen into disuse. Leonhard and Mary moved to
the rebuilt Quaker house in 1933 to be wardens  and to re-create a
Quaker community there.

The story of '1|a1r:..":-c witness and wartime experiences is amazing, bt
difficult to summarise. She was interrogated by the Gestapo and the
police many times. Her home was frequently searched, and the Quak-
er house was taken over, though the burial ground was respected.
Grerman Quakers were a constant support, though dealing with local
Friends could be difficult. She :'nur-:l:_|||l|}' wrote letters on Leonhard's
behall, and this mav be why he was one of those who survived, when

70,000 perished in the camp.

i

Tl]{‘ E"Hlk ]:Hl!'i ]:""l'l'l. I'Hlilhlglﬂ'l] = !.:”II';"-.I. "lli"I]EH"] E:l.llll Ili."'i flllli'll'l" Wior
shipped in Freiburg and Michael came into membership in Germany,
although he is from a strong British Quaker background. and he is
warmly remembered by Bad Pyrmont Meeting. I have been in touch
with them through their address given in the Friend at Christmas,
Tl]i‘} l*lll'{lllril;ﬂ‘ "."l.'-'-['[l}r:-i L IIH" {Jllilkl'r I:l"ll!'il"' i“ Il'l.f"ir ."'-llil Low .
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Chris, our treasurer , says Live adventurousiy!
Grants available to Quakers from BY M

During the recent on-line meeting of treasurers nationally, Anne Pleiffer. the grants programme olficer, was
keen to “spread the word” regarding the various grants available from BY M. Below is a briel summary of each:
I have not included those which are speeifically aimed either for overseas work or for Quaker property in UK.

Adult Education Grant — available to members and attenders requiring help with costs as a mature student.

II“‘I"' l.:'rillli Flrlll“ Hr':l.|l1 = Lis illl!“"ll'\- E! lll"' lll-lit]h._'l l:[|iﬁ' "II lItI'IHI-II"I'?‘- ill“l H'li'lllli"f‘ LL] II-H e 1”I-l'rlilll‘|":'| l|'|-] Oar e
.'II.||.!' Liw Illllt'i.l‘ i l!.\'illg WL,

Prospect Grant — to help members or attenders move from unemployvment to self-employment,
Ouaker Peace and Social Witness Relief Grants — to help relieve sulfering of those affected by natural disasters,

climate change, war or conflict. This grants programme is not for immediate ensis reliel and inelades preace
Founill i"F Irr||j|'1'1.=-,

Yearly Mecting Bursary Fund = to help with the cost of attending BY M.

Quaker Events and Learning Grant — to support 18-35 vear olds participate more fully in the life of the Society
||r I'.I"ii'“ti.'- |_|-'L FA |'rI||1'I|=_': eyveils ofF conirses,

Financial Reliel Grant < w improve the gquality of life of 18-35 vear olds with low income.

Living Adventurously Grant — lfor 18-355 vear olds needing linancial support in service undertaken as part of

their Quaker witness,

or [urt her inlormat o, visit and select Grant-making. There i= helpful guidance
on checking eriteria and completing any application. Anne can be contacted via or
]|||n|:|4_' ”E” :flh.'ﬁ I[].-::_]n.

Friends secking hinancial help which falls outside these remits can
Contact Anne anyway = she may well have some uselul suggestions
Approach OSAM < | am happy to facilitate this if required

LA fueds eould be availalle — von can :1|+|+m'.u~|| mier in conlidence in the (irst instanee il vouw wish.

“arimgdon LM support= a range of cood eamses i dilTerent wavs, We have a nominated eliamty or orcani=ation
I adon LM support g of good Lifl i v, We l tedd el s i |
too which Friends are encouraged to donate over a specilic period of two months, Such group include Asylum
Welcome, Médicins sans Frontitres amd the National Friendship Fund, Prior to Covid 19 pandemie, cash dona-
tions were made at Sunday meeting, and the total amount sent as a |'i|1't!|:||' from Faringdon by the treasurer.
pring lockdown, Friends sent their donation (sirh Gift Add details if appropeiate) direetly 1o the oreanisa-
13 o lockd I [ il lomat th Gift Add details if te) direetly totl
tion, and this process is continuing, However, if Friends/attenders/visitors would like instead to give cash as
per our original svstem. then am more than happy Tor this te resume. | will consolidate these and send the
takal with Gl Aid eny 1'|u|ll'.- tor Ul relevant |'|balril} OF ZEoup il the end of each twoemonth |r|'l‘iud, The Gill
Aud |'r|u'|11|11*.- and box for donations are on the windowsill |l_"|. the =ide door in the MH.

If vou have any suggestions as to worthwhile organisations for such donations, please let either Jenny B oor Par
know,

Chrs




Thank you to Albert Hudspeth's article for the Faringdon Advertiser

Are vou listening?

Listen Very -:*;u'{-i'ul]}.' I shall say this 1111]}.' once - and Michelle of
the Resistance did! It was to oel a hlugh on the show. but it 1=
quite a profound comment. How manv of us, in this noisy

hll:-alling world n’all}' listen.

How often have we heard - Are Vou Ii:-:t{-uing to me? and You
never listen to a word I sav!

Listening is a real skill, and we should use it to the best
mh'uulﬂgr. But too often we are not "tuned’ in or worst still jur;t
"tuned out'. As a result, we miss so much - and probably irritate

others at the same time.
Are we on the same w;wn*h*ngth?

Samuel was woken in the night by a voice ealling him. He
assumed it was Eli - but it wasn't. Only when on the third
attempt did Eli point out to him that he should Listen very
carefully as it would be the voice of God. Then he was on the
right wavelength.

In Quaker Meetings we worship in silence waiting to hear the
voice of God and if we are fortunate to tune in to him. we then
share that message in vocal ministry.

We are all blessed with an inner voice which speaks to us. It has
advice as to what is right and wrong and helps to guide our
actions - if we listen to it. Its purpose to is to help us live a better
life: a caring. sharing, and helpful life. Surely that is better not

nnl}' for ourselves but for all with whom we come in contact.

Are you listening?

PLEASE send any matters for the Mewsletter to simonclarkstondlake@bhotmail couk



Peace taken from Quake -BYM 11-Jan -24

\nd Finally -this is a long article by Tim Gee which thoughtfully

explores the Quaker Peace Testimony today.
Tim Gee -Why I am still a pacifist.

How do we stay true to our peace testimony in times of war? Many Quakers stroggle with this diffienlt
qlll,!!-itiﬂl'.l. Tim Gree vellects on the ﬁ||ir'|u:.a| anil prm'.liral eonsiderations imviolved.

I became General Seeretary of the Friends Waorld Committes for Consultation in January of 2022, a role of ser-
viee to e worlds B00,000 o =0 i__]'l:l'.Lr-..l'r.-. w i collectiy |'|:|. 111111|!I'i'~|.' o of the world's teaditional e cliireh-

=h

I February of 2022 the full-scale invasion of Ukraine by Hussia began. Almost immediately a process of testing,
working out, challenge and grappling began as Friemds explored individually and together, how or whether paci-
fism can remain o tenable position in such a context,

I deseribie myvsell as a pacifist, and even wrote a book about it a few vears ago. 1 did oot expect this to be tested
sovcarly in the course of my new role,

There s of course a difTerenee et ween I:l.'l.lliﬁs-rll aril LIl:JlLdlr [ I|':-li|||m|:|. . Paeilizm i= a relatis |'|:|. mnw wiaril,
-II[II} aeenlury or so alil, Duakers have by mrosiemad @ Do longzer i g bt Muosi {:I'Lr:lhrrr- whio have ever lividd

then, have not been “pacilists’ as such.

But there is also a relationship: today "uaker pacifism’ i= often ased as a shorthand to reler to our peaee testi-
mony. Shorthand’s are fine, as long as we all know that's what they are,

Peace testimony.

Chur peace testimony =o't a docoment, or a statement, or a crecil, or an ideology, Testimony means "'witness", Char
prace testimony is the comulative body of action and reflection Nowing ont of Friends" expericnee of the divine,
as we've songht tointerpret it in different situations,

Many peaple might well be surprised to diseover Waoll Mendl's observation, reproduced in chapter 20 of Britain
b 1-:|I‘|j Wi iIIF_'"Jl l".lr:rrju'r _filir'iur: i JIrReleee, SV ing that there are o Tormal eales laid down for f__hl:'.lLl'r comduet in
Lirmes ol swar, I""-..I'I']It tas follow ilie I.El_llﬂ al Chirisi,

The Light of Christ in praciice seems Lo Iave Ll ws o waork Tor [HERCE, BVer sinee the time of those carly Friends
wiio declmred P we wi tierly dwn}' all et ward wars s streile and |'||_IF|.I s wil b oot wanred W, o iy enl, or

unilier any prelence w hat=oever: amd s s oor Desi irnl:ul_\. to The whole world,”

I every major time of war Friends have tried to artienlate Quaker peace testimony in that context (many of
them are also in Qeaker fuih & practiee), In 2022 T was part of a group that tried to do that in the context of the
war in U krgine, and in 2023 we did the same about Tsrael and Palestioe,

I the first of them we referenceed Svidney Bailey's 1993 Swarthmore Leeture, which recognises some commauon
themes, running through Quaker peace testimony, summari=ed as (1) the refusal to Kill, (2) reliel of suffering and
(3) responding to the call to be peacemakers by building the institutions of peace and remaoving the canses of
wilr.

[II Pimm iR 'I:I.II-I.II_'II il i:l- i I.HI-IJ' 1|:I.I" % 1II.'=||ilIII 'J‘-"Ii ]1|I!l- FJ'I 1=pn i ai= Dok III" III'.iI.L'-I'III.iILI'r.'- L IIIF 111] IH:I:I'I.'I:F'“- ERERERY WA AGTH E?

from Margarer Fell) ||n:||'|r|||||i|1. seek that "o lers' G ey walk in e =game”,

The first step then is spiritual < following the leadings of the living Christ and the Biblical Jesus (and James, and
Paul and the Prophets for that matter). An carly Quaker text described Friends a= being led by two lights < the
Laght of Christ and the light of reason, the second of which follows the first, like the moon reflects the sun.

1I.Itlllm;:ll it 15 mad e Tiesd alep then, wo can anad =loalid ||]ril|_'.. rabiomal l|||||.||;||1, HERET al a [rriess ol diseern-
pmeiil. Al Fal ii:l:ll.il“:l. X lhrlm;_rh l-'-cln-riq-ru-r il FegisnE we e sy it thie ||||]:|. rirtilas Liv Ju:ul: Lerim pueiee i= tov il

[lmr_r term work Tor [, War, i |Jr||1'|:i:':'.. tends to lead 1o more war,

This picee began by looking back to Febroary 2022, when the full-seale invasion of Ukraine began, There was o
moment then < almost a couple of months < when media were focussing on the human costs of invasion and war



L LY

This picee began by looking back to February 20220 when the full-seale invasion of Ukraine began., There was a

moment then = almost a couple of months = when media were focussing on the human costs of invasion and war
(quite a contrast to the pattern of war reporting in the last 20 vears).

Politicians, [aith leaders and people powered protests alike were calling for peace. Even large companies who
would usually elaim they are just trving to make money for their sharcholders started calling for peace and
Irm'l-..in;_!' il lJII |H.' hlu'i.i:u:;'h Iht'ir :llrl-nll:iuur-,

There were also peace talks at that time, The details are disputed and no doubt more will emerge about what
caitld have been, and the lives that could have been saved had they been able to reach an agreement. With
hindsight people will ask whether the eventual outeome, whatever it is, was better or worse than what could

]IL‘I"- i III'I'“ -'llj:l'l"l'lj 1 II.I':II-

 hpwee et i1i| I:|:|i|I ||.'.|:- RN TERTITN i1|1ru'4|:r:- tiv Do l||.;|.l [ TE |:|' it I'm'lurr I||:|l W |'il;]n.1-||l|'1| |Il.ilt Ilu-.-uilpil:it} Wik 1 e illh'rr
vention of the UK's then Prime Minister. Tsay this to underline the point that, even thousands of miles awayv.
the words amd actions of the people that speak in our names =Gl have an impact internationally,

But then the decision was made to fight on, and the reporting changed accordinglyv. A good many people who
I:III'IHI.--I'I.I 1 ITERY AFILEE i5||_'|_'l:'|'.--.-i.". i WS jlrlll ill\. '.|-i1rl|.- of 1 hr' |l;,|‘1t T |J|'|".l|:i1'-1 .'-1]II|ll.lr|I'l| urr:lillf_- | L.r.'lilllr i l!|i:.-

ciretmstanee, on the basis of selfadefemee,

That left Quakers in an wnusual and uneomlortable situation, without the same Kind of experience and exper-
tise that our agencies have for cxample in Bsracl and Palestine, without the Kind of relationships or name recog-
nition that would allow us te serve a mediation role, and in a polarised political and media environment where
whatever messages we could get out about peace were likely to be misunderstood or misinterpreted. Plus, we
||1-|.';L1|I|.' .ilui| the more |'1|!1|:-4*|| i Lhe shsenee ol the Kind of broad-based aonti-war mosement of he 1:'. FlL' e
was against the wars in Irag and Afghanistan.

So there was a lot of questioning. There's also a thought experiment 1 imagine many of us will have done, ask-
g "what would 1 do il I was Ukrainian, or lived in another conntry that borders with Russia?" And it an im-
llnt't'dllt l!lll'.-1 i.l.lll. piviliesil a BECEESI Y die, 1 milerst ::III||.i:II;_r orF inilesd lrlllp:lllli.hill.l_" wilh the reasons Eu'ujll!' hawve to
fight, i= a very good step towards being able to be a peacemaker.

[t's also impossible to answer. None of us can know what God would call us to do il we were someone clse. We

3 ““l:‘:' il-“-l'i W ]IHI Ceonl 1= li'-illliillﬂ (TN 1|-” 0 |F|' ELE “'I'I-ll WaE ey, “'l:ll'rt' AL L LR L

What we can also do i= o=k what Friends who are eloser to the frontline are doing, When | visited Quokers in
||nl‘1||'ril|_|_' countries last VHE Ialiddm't Ginndd thie same Kimd of imtellectwal Jlrlgllihl‘i as in Britaim and the USA. In-
stead, | found people immediately and practically moved o help people Decing from Ukraine in whatever kinds
“’l W i.i:'u C | II.I'.‘ I.'IIHI.II.

Whatever happens the world is going to need people who know about peace?

= I love i= l|||' tl-ll.'.--l renial ponin, B we Wil il ;l]rljl:\ ]1 I-J:il' [T I!]u-s-q- sl s, W ki look il Ilu! Illl' EIII.‘A.'-iiIIl' |'|.|r|||‘|.'.-
for this conflict are. At the time of writing, the one that looks most likely i= a long and Bloody continuation of
ihe war Ill;!i|i||=3 tas imueh more deat b andd .‘-Ilnll'l‘ill.r_:, A sieconidl s =ome kind of il T s |-.-rlr'riu“:|. JE sl E
mount, leading to g troes that could tarn inte an uneasy peace. A third is outright victory for Ukraine, possibly
with a highly militarized border in the east, A fourth is ontright victory for Russia, probably with a highly mili-
tarised border in the west,

Thieri is .-:l:lllr"lil:lillg all of these have in common: whatever IIJIEI!II"I:I!!- the warld is ;_uli!l;_r, to meisd !u-u||||' w o kmow

about peace: keeping it nurturing it, extending it and so on. It is also going to necd to support an international
gy =lem invested in e w ith the tools to grow it. That i something that we know somet hing abowt, and some-
thing we can and do contribute to through our words, actions, and international programmes. [Us also some-

thing which people recognize and trost us for, thanks to our peace testimony,

Anather thought experiment we could engage in would be to ask, what i, after hundreds of years of peace
uurI\, IFriends |||'1'i|||'-|E1 ill'tll.il”'i ||1'F'|li.||l-=- WOLE 110 SOeEne CIFCHInEl apeEE = ok, W -Hlliil 1I||' hllr!ll ht' CE TR HITET SRl R TR
ful it the small number that Quakers represent tried tarning our hands to war instead? I don't think it would. 1

iII=‘|:I |l“rtll lhi”"ﬁ W ”lll-ll ]”‘ il X ,".’.“”ll at i,



The war in Palestine

This year | was signatory to another statement, led by Quaker agencies and released on 17 October 2023, af-

firming our belief in the sacred worth of each person, mourning every killing in Israel and Palestine, and call-
ing for a ceasefire and the return of all hostages.

At that time the most reliable available reports said that the Hamas attack on Israel on 7 October had killed

over 1,300 Israelis. As of 16 October, the subsequent Israeli military attack on Gaza had killed at least 2,950

Palestinians, including over 1,030 children. It had displaced more than one million Palestinians in Gaza, with
over 7,000 homes destroved. We warned that these numbers will continue to rise if attacks do not end.

Even a few weeks later I find it very difficult to read those words, knowing that those numbers did rise, five-
fold at the time of writing and probably even further by the time this is read. In the midst of this there was a
fragile truce. Incomplete as it was, for a few days our screens were filled with images of relieved families reunit-
ed with their loved ones, and for an all too brief moment saw the fruits of what dialogue can do.

None of the ways forward are easy, or simple or pure.

What does this mean for our peace testimony?

This time I have not heard the same wrangling as before. In a situation where each side believes they are act-
ing in self-defence, and uses this as their justification for extreme violence, the call for a ceasefire and release of
10stages provides another way, which a great manv mstitutions and groups are calling for. T'he pause in fightin
hostages | | tl v, which a great \ titut | grouy [ling for. The fichting

was widely mourned as l'|.'=|1'.;i1'1,,jur been too short.

There are also things we can say and do based on longstanding experience. The Friends School in Ramallah
has long provided a good quality. peace-oriented education for its students. and has been receiving attention
and support from Friends more widely. Quakers in Britain has long been supporting ecumenical human rights
observers in the West Bank and American Friends Service Committee [_.-"'LFS{:) has statl in Gaza. who against
the odds have been managing to get some emergency help to people there.

This though provides a different challenge. Here is a situation where Friends have been doing long term work
for peace. There have been QQuakers in Palestine doing educational, humanitarian and peace work for 150
years, In 1948 some of the refugees sheltered at the Friends Meeting House. AFSC helped set up some of the
refugee camps in Gaza which are now being bombed. Yet, despite this long-term work, there is no long-term
peace.

Significant as all this work is though, for all the effort that goes in, and for all of the good that comes of it, the
Quaker and broader peace presence in Palestine and Israel is still relatively small, and sometimes marginalised.
The war is not a result of too many peacemakers in the Middle East.

If this presents problems for peacemakers. it does for supporters of war too. Some of those people. particularly
on parts of the political left, who supported the right of Ukrainians to resist occupation with arms, sought to
stay consistent to that principle, and insist on the right of Palestinians to do so too. When some of the grue-
some images came through of the human impacts of attempting to apply that principle in practice, many of
those people had to row back from their previous view.

Then there are others who support the right of Ukrainians to resist occupation with arms. but don't apply the
same to Palestinians. And it's reasonable to ask why this is, including whether racism, or religious bias might
be part of it. Of course, the situations and the armies are different, but if someone was to suggest that one ar-
my was entirely moral and the other not, it's fair to point out that that there are well documented extreme and
unsavoury elements in Ukraine's army too, some of whom will likely be beneficiaries of the arms that are sent.

] unl}-' say this to puint out that while 1ts l'igllt Friends and other lJEHL'E]IIEIlit‘-I‘H grupplﬁ with peace lJl‘iuL'iples 1
the context or armed conflict, turning to war isn't an easy answer either. None of the wavs forward are easy. or

simple or pure.
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