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RIVATE

ROLAND WOOLMER

Service Number: 72986

Regiment & Unit/Ship Royal Army Medical Corps
19th (formerly 35th) Coy

Date of Death Died 07 May 1918
Age 22 years old

Buried or commemorated at HALLING CHURCH CEMETERY
United Kingdom

Country of Service United Kingdom

Additional Info Son of Alfred Roland Woolmer and Lily Rosetta Woolmer, of 1, Victoria

Terrace, Halling.

Baptised 05-Apr-1896 St Michael & All Angels, Cuxton, Kent,

Burial 11-May-1918 St John The Baptist, Halling, Kent. Died at The Lord Denby War Hospital, Winwick.

Maidstone Telegraph - Saturday 25 May 1918

Many readers will regret to hear of the death of Pte. Roland Woolmer, R.A.M.C., elder son of Mr. Mrs. R.
Woolmer, Victoria Terrace, Lower Halling, which took place on May 7th from pneumonia, after ten days'
iliness, at the Lord Derby War Hospital, Warrington, Lancashire. Pte. Woolmer's untimely end, at the early age
of 22, came as a shock to his parents and relatives, who are much respected in the parish. Born at Halling, he
became a chorister in the parish church at eight years of age, and so remained until enlisting. He was the first
boy at the Halling Council School to receive the silver medal awarded by the Kent Education Committee for
perfect attendance, punctuality and good conduct. He also did excellent work as Patrol Leader in the Boy
Scouts. On leaving school he was employed in the bakery of Mr. J. E. Gammon, Snodland, and became a
general favourite. Joining the Colours on November 1st, 1916, he proceeded to the Western Front on August
29th, 1916, but only remained there about a month owing to ill-health. He was invalided to Warrington, where
he soon became convalescent, and was then sent to duty at the Orthopaedic Hospital, Shepherd's Bush. Here
he was employed for 16 months, gaining the respect and esteem of patients and nurses alike by his zeal and
attention to duty. About three weeks ago he was seized with a cold, and, curiously enough, was drafted again
to Lord Derby's Hospital, Warrington, where he succumbed as stated.

The funeral, which was of a non-military character, took place on the following Saturday amid many
manifestations of sorrow, the body being laid to rest in the New Burial Ground, Halling, in the presence of a
large concourse of friends. The cortege was met at the church by the Rev. E. C. Linton (Vicar) and the surpliced
choir, the coffin being covered with the Union Jack and many beautiful floral tributes. The service was
conducted by the Vicar, and the Rev. A. Linton (curate) presided at the organ during the singing of Psalm xxxix,
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and the hymn "Christ will gather in His own." As the body was borne from the church to its last resting place
the choir chanted Psalm xc., and at the graveside "On the resurrection morning" was sung.

Roland Woolmer
Born 1896 Halling, Kent. Baptised 05-Apr-1896 St Michael & All Angels, Cuxton, Kent

In 1911 with parents Alfred Roland & Lily & 2 younger siblings Lilly Rosetta and Arthur Frank. Also a Boarder
Arthur Albert Smith. At 1 Victoria Terrace, Lower Halling, Nr Rochester

Father a Cement Labourer at a Cement Works. Roland a Bakers Boy. Boarder is an Engine Driver at Cement
Works.

Soldiers Effects:- £6.1.04 & War Gratuity £11.10 to mother Lily R
Awarded Victory & British Medals

Service Record:-

He attested 1.11.1915. RAMC

Embarked 5.9.1916 with 28 Field Ambulance

Then to No 22 CCS, then No 20 Train(?), then No 20 Gen XXX.
Returned to England 24.9.1916

25.1.1917 Aldershot 35 Company

Granted G C Badge

29.3.1918 RAMC Depot Blackpool

Then No 19 Company Chester

7.05.1918 At Warrington Became Non effective by Death

[Source South East History Boards]
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