Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2023/24 Form 2

To be cqmpleted by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2024, and that

wish to ceftify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the
Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no .requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a

meeting of the authority after 31 March 2024 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later
than 30 June 2024 notifying the external auditor.

Bardon Mill Parish Council

certifies that during the financial year 2023/24, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the year
or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2023/24: £5,030
Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2023/24: £5 480

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it

cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

+ The authority was in existence on 1st April 2020
+ In relation to the preceding financial year (2022/23), the external auditor has not:
+ issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
« made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
« issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 (“the Act”), and has not withdrawn the notice
« commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
« made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
« The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.
If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before 1 July 2024.
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer  Date | confirm that this Certificate of

TIORROAA N | i atorts o et 14/05/2024
Signed by Chair Date as recorded in minute reference:

14/05/2024 32/24.02.04
Generic email address of Autherity Telephone number
bardonmillparishclerk@gmail.com 01434344470

*Published web address
www.northumberiandparishes.uk/bardonmill

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than
30 June 2024. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT.
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Annual Internai Audit Report 2023/24

: : h 2024, this autherity's internal auditer acting ma@m | and on e"
basis of an assassment of risk; carried out 8 selective assessment of complinnce with the mmM
and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority

The internal audit for 2023/24 has been carded out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarissd in
this iable. Seloytbdowuwwob;oaim of internal control and alongsida are the internat audit conciusions on
whether. in alf significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a
standard sdaquale to meet the needs of this authority, :

intermnal contirol obis Giive

o)

A. Appropriste soccunting g recards 8 fave been propery kapt throughout the financial vear

B. This suthority complied with ts financial regulations. payments were supported by invoicas. sl
sxpenciture was eppioved and VAT was spproprately sccounted for.

c.mmwwhwmmmmmwmmm ;
of arrangements to manage thess. 4

D. The precapt or rates requirement reeultad from an adecusts hudgelary process: progreas against Fo
mmlwngmnymmwmmmwmcw s

E. Expactsd income was fully recelved, based on commct prices, properly retorded and prompliy
banked; snd VAT was appropristely accounisd for,

F. Peity cash payments ware proparly supportad Dy recepts, a8 peity cash axpendituce was
approved and VAT approptiataly sueountad for

G. Saiarios 10 employess and slOWSNcEs 0 membars wers pad in eccordance with this authanty's
aoprovils. and PAYE and NI requinements wene propesty applies.

H. Asset 4 investments registers ware complala and scourate and pooperdy aainiained.

|, Pericddic hank account reconcliiations were propery carried oul during the yesr.

4. Accounting statements prepared during ihe year wene prepared on the cormest socounting besis
(recaipts and payments or income and sxpenditure), agread fo the cash boaok, aupportsd by an
adeguate audi trait from underlying records and where approgriate deliers ahd creditors were
properly rocardes.

K. If the authority ceriified itself as sxampt from & fimitad assurance raview in 2022723, it met the
axempion oriterix and comectly declared Realf axampl. (If the suthonty hed @ Umited &3555000
revaew. of s 2022723 ABAR IR "ot sovered’) s

L. The suthority published e required information on & websiteiwebpage up to date &l the time of
the intemal sudil in accordance with the relevant lsgisiation

M, In the yesr coverad by this AGAR, the authorily correctly providad for a pericd for the exercige of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regutations (chying the 2021-24 AGAR perod
Wore pubiic nghts in refation (& the: 2022-23 AGAR svidanced by 8 noaoe on (he wabsile snaior
authonly 6pproved minutes confirming i dates sal).

N. The authority has complied with the publication regquiremants for 2022/23 AGAR
(i AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notosi,

0. (For local councils only)

Trugt funds (Indluding eharitabis) - Tha Souncll mel B2 responsdiiias a5 & tustese. :
For any other sk sreas identifisd by this autsony adequats conirols existed (it any other risk smes on separats sheats /f raeded).
intarnal sudit

Y

Signature of parson who

carriod out Ihe interna) auds
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

Bardon Mill Parish Council

our responsi.bility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

. We have put In piace arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

prepared its accounting statements In accordarics
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

~N

. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed Its effectiveness.

made proper arrangements and acceplted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge

(=)

. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

has only dane what it has the legal power (o do and has
compiied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors’ nghts in accordance with the
reguirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

duning the year gave all persons interested the opportunity fo
inspect and ask questions about this authorify’s accounts.

5. We carried out an assassment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps 10 manage those
risks, including the introduction of intemail controls and/or
extemnal insurance cover where required.

consigered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them propsrfy.

|

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

amanged for 8 competent person, independent of the financial |
controls and procedurss, to give an objective view on whether
intermal controls meet the needs of this smaller authonty.

-~

. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from intemal and external audit.

responded to matters brought to its aftention by internal and
external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigabon, liabilities or
commitmants, events or transactions, occurring aither
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

8. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)assets, including
financial reporting and. if required, independent
examination or audit.

disclosed everything it shouid have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant

has met all of its responsibilities where as a bady
corporate it is a sole managing trustee of a local trust
or trusts.

l |

*For any statement to which the response is 'no’, an explanation must be published

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:
14/05/2024
and recorded as minute reference: Chair
32/24.02.02 Sl

Information required by the Transparency Code (not part of the Annual Governance Statement)

The authority website/webpage is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has _Yes | No
been published

www.northumberlandparishes.uk/bardonmill
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Section 2 -~ Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

Bardon Mill Parish Council

Notes and guidance

Il figures to nearest £1. Do nol feave any
lances. All figures must

agree to underlying financial records

1AfBaI§r:(c;,es brought | Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
orwa 4,920 6,152] as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.
(
2. l.-‘l Precept or Rates and Tora{ amount of precep! (or for IDBs rates and levies)
evies 4.880 5,030 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.
3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
300 0| the precept or ratesflevies received (line 2). Inciude any
grants received
4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
1,640 1.792 of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
? 2 | employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments
5. () Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 Q| made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).
6. (=) All other payments Tolal expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
2,308 3,688| book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).
7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 6,152 5,701| equal (1+42+3) - (4+5+6).
8. }otal value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts. cash
short term investments 6,152 5,701| holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.
| 9. Total fixed assets plus The vaiue of all the property the authority owns — it is made
long term investments 2,346 18,346 up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assels 31 March
10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
0 0 from third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporsate, acts as sole trustee and
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

The figures in the accounting statements above
exclude any Trust transactions,

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities — a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices

and present fairly the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

14/05/2024
Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

14/05/2024

as recorded in minute reference:

32/24.02.03

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the
Accounting Statements were approved
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mazars

Explanation of significant variances in the accounting statements —
AGAR Section 2

Parish Council name: Bardon Mill Parish
Counci!

Section 2 | 2022/23 | 2023/24 | Variance | Detailed explanation of variance
£ £ (*e)E (for each reason noted please include monetary
values (to nearest £100)
Box 2 4880 5030 £ 150
Precept
Box 3 D £ 300 Donation for grass verge cutting of £360
Other 300
income
Box 4 1792 £ 152
Staff 1640
costs
Box 0 £ 000
SLoan 5
interest/
capital
Box 6 3688 £ Payments for VG green costs and play area for 22-23
Other 2308 1380.00 were not banked until 23-24 £1247.61
payments £580 in S137 donations in 23-24
Box 7 61562 5701 £ 0.00 If some of the year-end balances are earmarked for
Bilarices specific purposes rather than as a general reserve,
warrio please provide a breakdown. You do not need to
Earay explain the year-on-year variance for this box.
Bex § 18346 Explain all movements in this category and not just
Fived 2348 those above 15%
assefs & Revaluation of War Memorial - £16000
fong-term
assets
Box 10 £ 0.00
Total
borrowing




mazars

Local council name: __ Bardon Miil Parish Councit

Notice of appointment of date for the exercise of public rights
Accounts for the year ended 31! March 2024

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, and
The Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 (SI 234)

1. Date of announcement. __ 31* May 2024 (a) Insert date of placing of this
{a) notice on your website

2. Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the
accounts to be audited and all books, deeds, contracts. bills, vouchers and
receipts relating to them. For the year ended 31 March 2024 these
documents will be available on reasonable notice on application to:

(b) Insert name, positior and

(b} __ Mrs Susan Saunders, 01434344470, contact details of the Clerk
o or other person to whom

bardonmulipanshclerk@amail.con
any person may apply to
Scotchcoulthard, Haitwhistie, NE4S 9NH inspect the accounts
commencing on {(c) __Monday 3™ June 2024
and ending on (d) __Fnday 12 July 2024 (c JAnd

(d)The inspection period must
be 30 working days in total
and commence no iater than 1
July 2024.

3. Local Government Electors and their representatives also have:
» the opportunity to question the auditor abouf the accounts; and

s the right to make objections to the accounts or any item in them
Written notice of zn abjection must first be given to the auditor and a
cepy sent to the Autharity (f).

The auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this
purpose during the inspection period at 2 above

4 The auditor's limited assurance review is being conducted uncer the
provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts
and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 and the National Audit Office’ Code
of Audit Practice. Your review is being carried out by

Mazars LLP, The Corner, Bank Chambers, 26 Mosiey Street, Newcastle
upon Tyne. NE1 1DF

Email; local counclis@mazars co. uk
(e} Insert name and position
of person placing the
5. This announcement is made by () Mrs Susan Saunders RFO notice

13



