	
	
	



  CHURCH PULVERBATCH PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of a Meeting of Pulverbatch Parish Council to be held on Thursday 25th September 2025 at 7.30 p.m. in Pulverbatch Village Hall.

Present: Cllr. W. Higgins – Chairman
               Cllr. L. Clarkson
               Cllr. J. Conde
               Cllr. P. Dawson – co-opted at the meeting
               Cllr. P. Higgins – co-opted at the meeting
               Cllr. J. McQueen
               
Also present: Anne Wilson Parish Clerk
                      Cllr. C. Naylor -Shropshire Councillor
                      One observer


Members and the Clerk stood for a minute’s silence as a tribute to Penny Whitley who had sadly passed away. Penny was a Parish Councillor for over 40 years until May 2025.


39/2026 Apologies for absence

RESOLVED to note that there are no apologies of absence for this meeting.


40/2026 Chairman’s Welcome

The Chairman welcomed Councillors and the observer to the meeting.

The Clerk explained that it would be necessary to re-co-opt the two Councillors who was co-opted in July as we had not been able to obtain the Declaration of Interest Forms within the required timescale after the last meeting.

RESOLVED to co-opt Pauline Dawson and Pauld Higgins to the Parish Council. They both signed their Acceptance of Office forms and would complete and send off their Declaration of Interest Forms on line.


41/2026 Declarations of Interest

RESOLVED to note that there were no declarations of interest under consideration on this agenda in accordance with The Local Government Act 2000 Part III and The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.


42/2026 Public Question Time and Participation

There were not public questions.
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43/2026 Minutes

RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the meeting of Church Pulverbatch Parish Council held on Thursday 31st July 2025.

Members expressed concern about the passing of the planning at the Old Rectory.


44/2026 Finance

· Payments 

RESOLVED to confirm that the following payments be made:

· A. Wilson – August £255.06
· HMRC – August £51.00
· A. Wilson – September £226.90
· HMRC – August £45.40
· Pulverbatch Village Hall hire September meeting £10
· .co.uk domain renewal £12.99
· Hugo Fox August and September £11.99 per month – to be repaid to the Parish Clerk £23.98

·       Bank Statement

      RESOLVED to note that the balance at Lloyds as at 2nd September 2025 
      is £4554. 64..

· AGAR and End of Year Accounts

RESOLVED to note that there have been no questions with regard to our Exempt Status.

· Assertion 10 - Accounts and Audit Regulations

The Parish Clerk updated Members on the additional AGAR requirements from 2026 and the implications for the Parish Council. 

RESOLVED to note this information and agree to obtain .gov.uk e mails addresses and website domain name.

· Accounts

Members noted the income and expenditure of the Parish Council this financial year to date and noted that the Clerk needed to obtain the April Bank Statement to enable reconciliations to be completed month by month.
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45/2026 Planning

Members were asked to consider and note the following:

i) Planning Applications

RESOLVED to note that there were none as at the time of writing the agenda.
ii) Planning Decisions

RESOLVED to note that there were none as at the time of writing the agenda.


46/2026 Shropshire Councillor Update

Members were asked to receive a verbal update from Cllr. Chris Naylor, Shropshire Councillor, the report having already been circulated to Members. Members noted some of the items were agenda items and would come up in the remainder of the meeting.

· Shropshire Council are experiencing significant financial difficulties and have declared a financial emergency with only essential being allowed. James Walton would like to declare the council bankrupt but at this stage this was not an acceptable option. Over the past few years spending had be taken out of reserves – the council were picking up the challenge and running with it.
· Commissioners had been brought in externally to help and make some recommendations as to where cuts can be made. The cuts and savings initially would made through youth centres, core education, parking fines, parks and gardens and leisure centres. 
· Funds would be focussed on what are legal requirements – school, social care and planning. The new Leisure Centre at Cleobury Mortimer had been put on hold and there would be a review of SEND and Adult Social Care.
· The CIL Funding was being looked at and how it was spent. The Clerks in Shropshire agreed that the funds allocated to the parishes and town councils should be given to them to spend in their locality but it was understood currently Shropshire Council would not be allowing this.
· A peer review had taken place since the elections which was very good and ten recommendations had come out of it.
· The incoming administration and Leader were looking at the proposals in their manifesto and what they could deliver setting out the priorities in an organised and focussed way to move things forward.


47/2026 Artic Signs

Cllr. Naylor had been chasing Shropshire Council about the possibility of artic signs for Wrentnall. There is no progress on this matter – he felt that as much photographic evidence as possible would be good.

It was felt that less large vehicles were using this route now as it was known that the issue is on the driver’s ticket for this area. 

Cllr. Naylor said that Shropshire Council saw it is a long way down the funding priority list. They asked him to bring it up at this meeting for comment – perhaps one sign on the main road before the Wrentnall turn.
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There were not spare funds at the Parish Council and Cllr. Clarkson offered to speak to Shropshire Council.


48/2026 Nature Recovery

Members received the latest report from Cllr. Taylor and discussed them.

· Much of the grass and bracken clearing at the Knapp is now complete with the next clearing morning planned for Saturday 20th September. All are welcome. 
· Wild flower plug plants have now been planted at the entrance to the village hall field, the main road junction leading to Harold’s Bank and a fifty-metre section of the verge leading from St. Edith’s to Castle Pulverbatch. During September we hope to cut the meadow at the bottom of the Village Hall field and sow wild flower seeds. 
· In October we will organise an open meeting for us all to review our Nature Recovery progress to date and agree plans for next year. During the winter months there will be the annual tree planting session at the Wokkon.

SALC Nature Recovery Conference Friday 3rd October 9.15am to 4.30pm

· Chaired by Katrina Baker MBE, there will be presentations from Telford & Wrekin Council, Shropshire Community Foundation, the University of Exeter, the National Community Land Trust, Shropshire Highways, Helen Morgan MP, Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre, Minsterley Meadows, Albrighton PC, Community Action for the Strettons, Lynn Parker (Shropshire LNRS Coordinator) & The Three PC’s of Bayston Hill, Longden & Church Pulverbatch.  
· David Morgan, Mark Underwood & Cllr. Taylor are to individually present on the LNRS progress within our own parishes. We will then co-present our idea for creating a ‘nature corridor’ through our parishes, linking the South Shropshire hills to the town of Shrewsbury. For this to be successful it will require major input from SALC and the Shopshire LNRS Team.

All credit was given to Cllr. Taylor for his work on this.


49/2026 Road Closures 

RESOLVED to note the following Road Closures:

· Newhouse Lane, Church Pulverbatch

Start Date: 3rd November 2025
End Date: 6th November 2025
Purpose: Road Closure - National Grid, trenching works within carriageway for reinforcement scheme.
Works Promoter:   National Grid                                                                                                
Works Promoter Ref: HM5142515968-02
Enforcement pattern for Newhouse Lane, Church Pulverbatch: 
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· Shrewsbury Road, Longden

Start Date: 29th October 2025
End Date: 31st October 2025
Purpose: Schools signing scheme. Erection of new traffic sign posts and 20mph signs and road markings.
Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council
Works Promoter Ref: UJ215HW-1979842
Enforcement pattern for Shrewsbury Road, Longden:
From Monday to Friday 09:30 - 15:00

50/2026 A Way of Working Together
Members were asked to consider the e mail circulated from Cllr. James Wagner, Deputy leader of Shropshire Council. The Council did not have anything to add to their previous comments. 
This proposed memorandum of understanding was too much for many Parish Councils – too big a document and they found it too demanding.
The document had to be written and some Town Councils will take on duties from 1st April 2026.
Shropshire Council may have to pull out of discretionary items – the way the document is framed is take it or leave it and loose it. There was some query about funding, training, equipment and the additional costs to Town and Parish Council if they take on additional work. 

51/2026 Speed Cameras / CIL
Cllr. Naylor and Cllr. Higgins reported on the following matters and Members were asked to discuss them.
The Church Streton Town Mayor has said the following:
"VAR cameras are c£3,000 each plus installation. We bought two. 
Funding was 25% village societies, 25% Town Council, 50% Police and Crime Commissioner. Shropshire put in the poles, John Luck and I erected them. There are several models available. Happy to share our research. We are pleased with them and the data is useful and helps convince WMP".


Councillors felt that signs should be put in Castle Pulverbatch and Church Pulverbatch. 

RESOLVED that Cllr. Naylor look to see what funding may be available for the Parish Council.
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52/2026 Parish Matters

Members were asked to raise any matters relating to the parish under this item for consideration.

· Cllr. Williams spoke about the seriously overgrown hedges through Stapleton which he feels that have not been cut for 4/5 years. There is a fair amount of traffic on that road. 

RESOLVED that the Parish Clerk ask the Parish Clerk at Donnington to address these concerns.

· Concern was expressed about a static caravan and now a second one which has appeared on farm land. The Clerk was asked to look to see if planning permission was required by contacting Planning Enforcement.


53/2026 Date of next meeting

RESOLVED to note that the next meeting of Church Pulverbatch Parish Council is on Thursday 27th November 2025.







Signed ………………………………….……………….   Date …………………………………

                           Chairman
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