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	SURFACE DRESSING – PRIVATE ROADS (GUIDANCE NOTES 4B)

	Reasons for Surface Dressing
· To seal the road surface, prevent ingress of water, arrest deterioration, increase skid resistance and prolong the life of the road.
· When done properly, at the right time surface dressing can be the most cost effective method of road maintenance.

	When to Surface Dress
· Before the road surface deteriorates to the stage at which expensive major patching, resurfacing or reconstruction is required.
· The recommendation of the Road Surface Treatments Association is that surface dressing should be carried out between April and the end of September (weather permitting).
· Late season surface dressing has the highest proportion of failures due to low overnight temperatures and higher risk of poor weather in the weeks following the work.

	Some important considerations
· Apart from its protective and sealing qualities, surface dressing is often used for aesthetic reasons.  The colour of the chippings can be varied to give a pleasing appearance.  However, it should be noted that gravel chippings (shingle), despite their attractive colour are the least suitable in terms of adhesion and durability.  We therefore cannot recommend or guarantee gravel chippings for shared roads (Gravel chippings are not permitted on public highways because of their poor skid resistance).

	Aesthetic Considerations
· Surface dressing has similarities to painting.  In that it follows the shape of the surface on which it is applied and does not fill or even out any significant irregularities.  Where there are hollows and the bitumen ‘pools’ the surface will ‘blacken up’ and be darker in colour.  Also there may be some minor irregularities where adjoining edges overlap.  Aesthetically, it is not a perfect surface. However, to achieve a completely smooth and even ‘coloured’ surface is likely to cost considerably more.

· Lighter coloured chippings are generally preferred by clients as they give a more rural appearance.  However, it should be noted that the advent of power steering on all cars has resulted in an increase in the amount of marking of the surface that occurs during the early life of the surface dressing AND in periods of hot weather.  In particular, during hot weather vehicles turning on the spot or turning sharply will move the chippings, exposing the bitumen and causing black marks.  These marks will ‘self heal’ and fade again but they can initially be a little unsightly.
· In many cases customers with private driveways prefer to have loose chippings left on the surface for increased aesthetic value.  This is acceptable for fairly level drives but not so suitable for larger roads or where there is any significant gradient.  Therefore we recommend that the road should be suction swept soon after the surface dressing has been completed.  Sweeping may be required on more than one occasion.  Please note that the sweeping will expose the unevenness in colour and texture.

	Life Expectancy
· The life of a surface dressing is dependent upon the strength of the original road construction, the intensity of use of the road and the number of frosty winters to which is is subjected.  However, proper attention to design and execution has given surface dressing lifetimes well in excess of 10 years.

	Summary
· Surface dressing is an established, proven process.  It is the most cost effective surface maintenance treatment when properly designed, specified and executed.






