

DRAFT

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BROMPTON RALPH PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD ON 7th DECEMBER 2023 AT BROMPTON RALPH VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm
Attendees: Councillors S Baker (Vice Chair), J Elliott (Chairman), P Heard, C Mowat, A Sellick            P Bainbridge (Clerk)
Also in attendance SC Councillor F Nicholson					       

Members of the Public: 3
Public Question Time: Somerset Council Cllr Frances Nicholson informed the meeting about the financial crisis at Somerset Council and the impact it will have, e.g. on service delivery, but also the fact that there is not sufficient information available to help parishes to budget and then set their precepts. The funding for the Highways Steward will cease next financial year, but there is an opportunity for parishes to buy into a lengthsman service. The winter maintenance budget for salt and gritting remains the same this year. Utility companies were beginning to work together to limit the disruption caused by road closures and diversions. Cllr Nicholson will again report that the grit bin next to the village green has not been filled. Cllr Nicholson left the meeting.
A member of the public asked about planning application 3/02/21/001 item 4e on the agenda. It was explained this application is awaiting a decision and is only included for information purposes and not for discussion.
1. Apologies accepted: Cllrs D Holmes and S Merritt
Apologies also received: SC Cllr Steven Pugsley
2. Declarations of interest: Cllrs Elliot, Heard & Mowat declared a personal interest in item 4a and withdrew from discussion on the item. Cllr Heard declared a prejudicial interest item 4d, Cllr Mowat declared a prejudicial interest item 4c. Clerk explained the items 4c and 4d were not for discussion and were included for information only.  
3. Minutes of the Previous Meetings:  P Heard proposed and S Baker seconded and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 21st September are a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman. S Baker proposed and P Heard seconded and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 9th November were a true and correct record and were signed by the chairman.
4. Planning
Applications for Comment – The Chair handed over to the Vice Chair and excused himself from item 4a.
a. 3/02/23/010 Raising roof of two-storey on north-east elevation, plus erection of first floor extension with balcony, replacement single storey extension and revised entrance porch on south elevation The Green, Brompton Ralph, Wiveliscombe, Taunton, TA4 2RU – no comment
	Planning Applications Approved – for full conditions see SWT Planning Portal
b. 3/02/23/009 Replacement of flat roof over kitchen with a pitched roof and replacement of flat roof over detached garage to a pitched roof Beers Cleeve Cottage, Forches Cross to Brompton Ralph, Brompton Ralph, Wiveliscombe, Taunton, TA4 2RU – GRANT
Planning Applications Awaiting Decision
c. ABD/02/23/002 Prior approval for change of use of agricultural building into 1 No. dwelling house (Class C3) and for associated operational development Little Parks Farm, Gandstone Cross to Parks Lane, Brompton Ralph
d. 3/02/23/008 Application for Prior Approval for the creation of a wetland habitat with extension of out-pipe form existing pond for formation of additional pond and 4 No. bunded scrapes within a fenced area with filling in of defective pond Middle Stone Farm, Brompton Ralph to Gandstone Cross, Brompton Ralph, TA4 2RT
e. 3/02/21/001 Erection of 1 No. agricultural workers dwelling and garage Sandpit Meadows, Brompton Ralph to Gandstone Cross, Brompton Ralph, TA4 2RT
5. Finance 
a. Bank Reconciliation to 31st October - account balance of £12,711.01 after unpresented cheques £12,186.35. This was verified against the bank statement by C Mowat.
The November 30th bank reconciliation was presented at the meeting. An account balance of £12,143.76 after unpresented cheques £11,914.63. This was verified against the bank statement by A Sellick.
b. Payments for Approval – C Mowat proposed and S Baker seconded and the following payments                          were unanimously approved.
i. Clerk’s Wages November & December @ £154.17 (includes HMRC PAYE)
ii. Postage Stamps 20 x 2nd Class @ 75p = £15 (reimburse Clerk)
iii. Clerk’s Expenses Mileage 76 miles @ 45p - £34.20 
½ Microsoft Office 365 - £25
  Total: £59.20
iv.    SALC Councillor (Mowat) Training - £25 x 3 = £75
               v.    Royal British Legion Remembrance Wreath - £20*
vi.   Brompton Ralph Cricket Club - £200. The item was discussed. A member of the club explained how the money at the cricket club was used. C Mowat proposed and S Baker seconded and it was unanimously approved to continue to support the grass cutting at the club to the amount of £200.
* It was resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

The Clerk informed the meeting that the direct debit for the HugoFox website of £9.99 (+VAT) which commenced in October was recurring monthly.  
	     
c. Budget – The Clerk presented the draft budget for the 2024/25 financial year, included in this was an earmarked amount for maintenance of the war memorial. Councillors thought maintenance of the war memorial should be a project. Clerk will investigate costings. An allocation is included for maintenance of the noticeboard to prevent further deterioration. No changes were made to the proposed budget. The approval of the draft budget will be held over to the next meeting when there is a clearer idea of Somerset Council’s situation. There was no precept information available at this point to inform the decision to approve the budget.
d. Precept – No information available from Somerset Council and item deferred until the next meeting.
6. Matters Outstanding
a. SALC Grant Funding & Working Group update – C Mowat reported that a questionnaire had been circulated but very little response had been received and further work is required before any proposal can be made. The Clerk advised not to undertake an idea that would involve an ongoing cost to the parish council.
b. Brompton Ralph Post Box – The Post Office had informed that they will not be installing a new post box on the village triangle as there are others nearby. The request to keep the old post box and display it in the village hall has been rejected as the Post Office says it is a rare example and will be placed in the postal museum.
c. Brompton Ralph Village Hall Christmas Event – It was reported that the event to take place on 16th December is sold out. There is to be a meal, Santa Claus, and community-led entertainment. 
d. Local Community Network (LCN) Exmoor – Cllr Baker and the Clerk attended the November meeting. The focus was on the financial situation of Somerset Council and discussion on roads and traffic issues.
e. Roads & Traffic Issues – this had been discussed earlier in the meeting with Cllr Nicholson. Work had been undertaken at Rooks Nest. The Clerk advised to continue to report issues on Somerset Council’s website and to the Highways Steward while the service is still operating.
7. Community Plan – Information was circulated by a member of the SALC Grant Funding Working Group and discussed. The Parish Council agreed to support further investigation for such a plan and to listen to information brought to the Council.
8. Clerk’s Report & Correspondence – A letter of thanks had been received from the West Somerset Citizens Advice for the donation received from the parish council. Wiveliscombe Community First Responders had offered several dates for defibrillator training, and it was agreed to hold a session on Tuesday 13th February 19.00 hrs which will last one hour.
9. Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas – none
10. Date of next meeting Thursday 18th January 2024 at 7.30pm at Brompton Ralph Village Hall.

Chair Cllr J Elliott declared the meeting closed at 9.16 pm.
Chair:						Signed as a true and correct record
Date: 
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