Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
7th January 2022
APPROVED MINUTES

	Interests
	Present 

18.00
	Cllr A Sharp

Cllr M Ridley

Cllr J Elliott 
	Cllr M Hodgson

Cllr C Moore 
Cllr I Stott
	Clerk – Mrs Susan Saunders

1 member of the public



	
	01/22
	Apologies for absence Cllr T Christie, Cllr M Forrest., Cllr I Hutchinson Cllr G Ridley Cllr J Clark

Cllr J Hunter 

	
	02/22
	Declarations of Interest 

The Chair reminded members of the Council of their duty to declare an interest at each agenda item, and he informed everyone that that the initials of Councillors declaring an interest will be listed in a column on the Minutes. 
Dispensations Granted:

The following dispensations for Haltwhistle Partnership were granted until May 2022:

Cllr I Stott – to speak and vote

Cllr M Hodgson to speak and vote

Cllr J Clark – to speak. 

PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                    SECONDED Cllr C Moore  

	
	03/22
	Minutes of the meeting for approval held on:                                                       
Monday 6th December 2021 

PROPOSED Cllr M Hodgson                    SECONDED Cllr C  Moore                       AGREED                                                                   

	
	04/22
	Matters arising from previous Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the current agenda –  Cllr Sharp read out the police report.

	
	05/22
	Grounds Meeting
A meeting has not taken place but, members were updated on the following: 
· The seat by The Tyne has been burnt again. The cemetery staff will be asked to try and clean it.
· The toilets are to be cleaned on a monthly basis. NCC will be invoiced by the Burial Committee directly for the work.

· A newsletter will be published with information on The Burn Field and new cycle track.

· Water is still flooding at the entrance to Park Road. The clerk was asked to contact Cllr Riddle, portfolio holder for highways, and to also ask about 20mph at the school and Comb Hill and to mention the fence that is down at the memorial park. Cllr Hutchinson to be copied in.

· It was suggested that the upcoming Jubilee meeting be postponed until early February. The clerk will inform the group and ask for dates.
· The trees that have fallen down at Comb Hill are still hanging over the fence. It was agreed that the clerk should write again to the landowner to ask for the trees to be removed, made safe and the fence repaired. If there is no agreement then, the council will have no choice but to take the fence repair to the insurers.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                    SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                              AGREED

ACTION – Clerk to write to resident. 

The next grounds meeting is on 31st January and members will meet on The Metal Bridge at 10.00am to discuss parking and then go to Orchard Gardens.

	
	06/22
	Orchard Gardens Asset Transfer

The contract has been signed and the solicitor is awaiting the deferred Stamp Duty from NCC. Once that has been received the formal deed title will be sent to the council. NCC will release the S106 funds on sight of the deed title.
The conditions of the deeds are such that the land can only be used as open space as defined in the Town and Planning Act 1990. For 10 years there is an overage on the land so that if the council were to obtain planning to build or sell the land, Linden Homes would be entitled to 50% of the current value. As the Council have no intention of doing so, this is not an issue. The fenced off area is to be visited on 31st January by members and a plan for its continued upkeep (and that of the 3 other parcels of land) to be produced.

	
	07/22
	Grounds Contract 2022-2025 

The Council received 2 tenders and agreed to appoint Northumberland County Council as the preferred contractors.
PROPOSED Cllr J Elliott                SECONDED Cllr I Stott                         AGREED
ACTION – Clerk to write to NCC to appoint them and to inform the other contractor.

	
	08/22

	Planning Applications
AGREED
21/04595/LBC – Brew Bar – Consent for change of colour. Members support this application as they believe the colour is within keeping of surrounding buildings.
PROPOSED Cllr M Ridley                    SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                          AGREED

21/02884/COU Change of use from dwelling to holiday let. 5 Hilton Place. 
Members support the application as a holiday let as they would like to encourage tourism to the town.

PROPOSED Cllr J Elliott                    SECONDED Cllr M Ridley                         AGREED

	
	9/22
	Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee 
To consider and approve Budget levy request with a 5% increase on updated Band D Figures.

Members agreed the budget levy increase.

PROPOSED Cllr I Stott                    SECONDED Cllr M Hodgson                          AGREED

                                                                                                

	
	
	

	
	10/22
	Reports on Financial Matters
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10/22.02

10/22.03

ancial Matters:

£
Bank and cash balances as at 27th December 2021
[Current Account 66,473 63
[ToTAL 66,473 63
Receipts Received Included above
Chamber of Trade 2020.26 Blachere lights cont
Cobra Wheels 2287.64 Cycle Track donation
Community chest - from HSLC 2000 Cycle Track donation
63079
Incl VAT
[Accounts for payment 7th January 2022 £ Included in Balance Above
[IRB Enteprises 571.20|New bag dispenser and box of bags
[Top Signs 168]Sign for office and Cycle Track
Haltwhistle Academy 600.00|Reading Scheme
GNAA 500.00| Donation
Haltwhistle Partnership 2,000.00|Grant
[Tyne Rivers Trust 300.00| Grant for work Haltwhistle children
[Stephen Ferguson 8,550.00| Cycle Track
Postma Electrical 3,393.00|Part of £4000 grant from HTC
16,082.20)
Not Included in Balance Above
PPH 99.98|wood Chipper for Railway Sidings
HsLC 9,681.00|4th Tranche
Postma Electrical 3,177.00|CoT to grant £1475
Cartmel shepherd 2,270.00|Estimated; £250 will be paid by Linden
Blachere 2,220.78|Incl VAT GoT to pay £1850.65
bags for bin at Burn field, concrete and posts for
P 42.00|bin and signs, tree stake
Now includes Plusnet for phone and intemet @
Monthly Agreed Amounts 2,759.91|£24 per month plus calls. £8 bank Charges
20,250.67]

[TOTAL FOR APPROVAL

36,332.87|





The payments of £36,332.87 were approved.
PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                    SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                              AGREED

10/22.04 Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure as at 27th Dec 2021. – noted.

	
	
	10/22.05 Precept and Budget

To approve the budget for 2022-2023 and agree the precept amount.
After much discussion it was agreed to keep the precept at the same amount, £142,500.

PROPOSED Cllr A Sharp                   SECONDED Cllr J Elliott                         AGREED

	
	11/22
	Correspondence received since last Council meeting - Noted

	
	12/22
	Other Matters 

12/22.01 Community Hub – A report was received from The Partnership about The Community Hub. Some interest in booking has been received and the hub hope to begin an IT training session for beginners. The next meeting is on 17th February on Zoom at 1pm and members are encouraged to attend.

	
	13/22

	Dates and times of next meetings

Monday 7th February 2022 – monthly council meeting 6.30pm. Venue tba.
Monday 31st January 2022 – Grounds Meeting 10.00am Metal Bridge.

Jubilee Meeting tba early February.
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