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LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 8TH  OCTOBER, 2007, AT 8.00 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

PRESENT: 
Councillors Mrs. J. Whittle in the Chair, Ms. P. Hutchings (Vice-Chair), 

Mrs. D. Peace, Mrs. D. Goodman and Mr. E. Roberts. 

Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk

In attendance: Cllr. J. Seymour (T&W Council).

729) 
PARISH CONCERNS:

Over 100 parishioners attended the meeting concerning affordable housing.  Prior to the representations from parishioners The Chair made the following statement:

I would just like to say a few words before we start. We are concerned that some of you may be here tonight expecting a public meeting as a result of the notice that was handed out in the village, which I know some people thought had come from the Parish Council. It would have been helpful if the author of the notice had a) signed it and b) spoken either to myself or to John to make sure the information was accurate. Anyway this is a Parish Council Meeting and as such you will have the chance to make representations to us at the beginning - though first of all Richard Bayliss of First Step Homes is going to speak to you briefly to hopefully clear up some misapprehensions. As I said it is not a public meeting so he will not be taking questions other than from the councillors when we discuss the matter as an agenda item, you are all of course welcome to stay and listen.  We were approached by First Step Homes prior to the September meeting re a proposal to build affordable housing in the village. They had previously approached the landowners. Nothing has been agreed other than that stated in the minutes of the September meeting and no planning application has been submitted. The concept of affordable housing within the parish is outlined in section 4.6 and guideline H 5 of the Parish Plan so we certainly felt it was our duty as a council to listen to the proposals.

 
Richard Bayliss outlined the proposals for affordable housing to the meeting.  He reported that 3 people had already expressed an interest and he offered the opportunity for a public meeting if the concept progresses further.

He said that there were two feasible sites for the development:

Site 1 (between  Wellington Road and Spout Lane) was the preferred site because of good access and services, a level site near to the village centre.

Site 2 (Spout Lane) was a difficult site to develop as the service connections would be problematic, there were highway issues and there would be loss of mature hedging.

Site 3 (Coalbrookdale Road) could be developed, it has a slope and a main sewer runs through the site.  It would be a good site for service connections. Traffic could leave via Coalbrookdale Road and that would reduce traffic through the village centre; also it might be possible to link a footpath to the village centre and the 30 mph limit could be extended.

The meeting was then opened to parishioners and the following points were raised:

· That there are building developments (Bourneville Trust at Lightmoor) taking place only 5 minutes away so why should we be expected to give up the green fields for development in Little Wenlock.

· Will the houses be kept affordable for the next 20 – 40 years?

· With the number of young people in the parish 8 houses does not seem unreasonable.

· If 8 were built and only 3 needed, what would happen to the rest?

· Can we discriminate as to who should have the houses?

· That the proposed sites were outside the village boundary.

· That site 1 would encroach on the Benchwalks and one of the memorial benches only recently erected.

· That the proposal would support young people who would like to remain within the village.

· That site 1 would destroy an iconic view of The Wrekin.

· Do young people want the housing?

· Would purchasers have a problem selling if there were restrictions as to whom they could sell to?

· Has the village the infrastructure to support more housing?

· It was pointed out that there was no housing for agricultural workers.

· Would it be possible to visit other similar developments?

· That there are far too many questions and issues to be dealt with at this meeting so could a public meeting be arranged?

· That there are coal reserves adjacent to the Coalbrookdale Road site.

· That a needs assessment should be carried out and that it should comply with the defined procedure for such surveys for affordable housing.

· That T&W has changed its priorities and that the original 13 settlements considered for acceptable housing has now been reduced to 8 and Little Wenlock is not one of them.

· That there must be a real need based on work in the parish.

· The meeting was informed that 15 years ago affordable housing was supposed to be included in the Cala Homes development but the principle was not upheld.

The Chair gave Richard Bayliss and Rory Galliers the opportunity to respond to the concerns expressed by parishioners.
730) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

There were none.

731) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

Cllr. Roberts declared a prejudicial interest in item 4 relating to affordable housing.

732) AFFORDBALE HOUSING:

A discussion followed regarding a housing need assessment and the following points were made:

· If there was no identifiable need then the landowner would not sell the land.

· If there was no identifiable need then First Step Homes would not go ahead with the project.

· That a housing needs assessment should be conducted, but not by First Step Homes.

· That the Parish Council would not be willing to incur any cost regarding the needs assessment but that the Parish Council would wish to be consulted.

· That Councillor’s views regarding the 3 possible sites ranged from opposition to all 3 sites as they were on green belt land to a willingness to discuss a clearly preferred site.

Councillor M.r E Roberts left the meeting whilst the councillors voted on the two following resolutions.

It was resolved that the Parish Council would support a housing needs assessment before progressing any further.

It was resolved that the Parish Council would convene a Public Meeting if the needs assessment clearly showed a need for affordable housing.

733) CLERK’S REPORT:

Community Transport:

3 new bus services would operate from 22nd October and include a bus to Telford Town Centre.

Witchwell Lane:

T&W had met with the Clerk and Mr. & Mrs. White and had agreed to carry out suitable remedial work to the road.

Quality Parish Status:

The Council had achieved a sufficiently high electoral mandate to enable it to progress to applying for the renewal of Quality Parish Status.

Code of Conduct:

The Standards Board has been informed that LWPC has adopted the Code.

CiLCA:

It was agreed that the Parish Council would pay the annual membership fee of £55.

UK Coal:

Mark Pritchard MP has organized a public meeting on 30th November at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall.

External Audit:

This has been returned from UHY Hacker Young having been successfully completed. The Notice of Conclusion of Audit and Right to Inspect the Annual Audit was placed on the Parish Notice Board in Little Wenlock on 7th October and will be displayed for at least 14 days.

Future Agenda Items:

The following items would be added to future agendas in consultation with the Chair:

· Review of Parish Plan

· Preparation of the Precept

· Review of Standing Orders.

· Review of Financial Regulations.

· Review of the Clerk’s conditions of service and contract.

· To adopt a Complaints procedure.

· To appoint a Personnel Sub Committee.

734) PLANNING:

To consider the following application:

Planning Application:
EMG/W2007/1282 (Full Planning)
Applicant: 


David Humphreys Ltd.

Proposal:


Erection of a replacement tractor store building
 (retrospective).

Site Address:
 
Upper Coalmoor Farm, Horsehay. Telford.

It was resolved that the Parish Council had no objections to this planning application.

735)  BOROUGH LIAISON:

T&W Cllr. J. Seymour said that a report on alcohol misuse would have a bearing on Telford and hopefully convince Government that substantial money is needed to resolve the problem. It was hoped that there would be a much more coordinated approach to the problem between the Borough and the various agencies.

A further 26,500 homes were proposed for T&W by 2026.  There were concerns about the adequacy of the infra-structure e.g. water supply.

The T&W budget will be discussed over the next 2 months and it will be a difficult one to resolve as the Government will “top-slice” the budget.

736) REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS:

1. Cllr. Goodman handed in a report regarding verge planting and that was placed in the circulation pack for everyone to read.  She had met with Tony Barnsley (Environmental Officer) who had arranged to close crop the verges so as to keep them at a maintainable level so that they would be in good condition for future planting.

2. Cllr. Goodman reported that 2 footpath gates had been replaced at the top of Willowmoor Bank.  There had been a change of senior footpath officer and the new officer was Jaswant Sidhu who would cover our Parish.
3. Cllr. Hutchings asked for an update on the footpaths at the Candles site; the Clerk to contact the footpaths officer.
4. Cllr. Hutchings reported that £50,000 from Veolia was to be used for the benefit of the area, e.g. restoring derelict land or highway repairs.  The Clerk was requested to write to David Coxill (Minerals Officer) to find out more about the proposal and canvas his support.  It was requested that this be place on the November agenda.
5. Cllr. Hutching requested that her name be added to those attending the SALC Power & Function meeting on 6th November.
6. Cllr. Whittle said she hoped that the items for the Community Newsletter would be ready next week.  The Clerk reported that he had completed the Parish Information Sheet to accompany the newsletter.
737) ITEMS FOR INFORMATION:

The Clerk brought to the attention of the Councillors the T&W Local Development Plan – Central Telford Action Plan – where a response was required by 6th November.  The Clerk said that there were individual response forms with the report.

738) FINANCE:

The following accounts were agreed for payment in accordance with the budget as listed in the attached Clerk’s Report. 

SALC Wrekin Area Committee
Annual Subscription




£25.00
Mrs. H. Betts



Carbon Reduction Group



£86.00

SALC




2 delegates: Council duty as Employers

£34.00

SALC




2 delegates: Powers and Functions

£34.00

John F. Marcham


Clerk’s Salary
 - September



£122.40

Customs & Revenue


Tax on Clerk’s salary



£34.52

Society of Local Council Clerks
Membership Fee




£55.00*

UHY Hacker Young


External Audit fee




£135.00

The Clerk presented the reconciled bank accounts as follows:

Bank Balance on the Community Account on 1st October stood at £7,450.54.  This includes the second precept payment of £5000. 

The Deposit Account stood at £7565.30. 

The Clerk would give all the account books, cheque books, invoices and bank statements to Cllr. Goodman for the half year audit. 
339) DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The date of the next meeting is Monday 12th November 2007 at 8.00 pm.
